
It was another busy year for Corn Belt 
Power’s Wisdom Station. Overall, the 
plant continues to generate power in 

the Southwest Power Pool market at levels 
not seen in recent years.
 “Wisdom units continued to see 
increased operations in 2019. Increased 
outages in the SPP system the last two years 
along with low, stable natural gas prices have 
moved the Wisdom units up in the SPP 
generation stack,” said Jacob Olberding, vice 
president, power supply, Corn Belt Power 
Cooperative. “Also, Wisdom Unit 2 is a 
fast-starting resource that gets picked up in 
the real-time market when system load is 
increasing faster than SPP anticipated or if  
wind production is less than forecast.”
 While starts were up, operating hours 
ticked down on Wisdom Unit 2. Olberding 
said there was a reason for that.
 “In 2018 there were multiple instances 
when Wisdom Unit 2 was called to run 
for unusually long periods of  time,” he 
said. “One run was well over 24 hours 
and multiple others were over 12 hours. 
Wisdom Unit 2 typically runs for less than 
eight hours per start which is what we 
experienced in 2019.”
 The shuttering of  other fossil fuel plants 
and growth of  wind generation resources 
in the SPP footprint have also led to both 
Wisdom units running more. 
 “Wind production really drives the 
market prices in our area and market prices 
drive the rest of  the generators,” Olberding 
said. “Wind production can’t be ramped 
up if  there is an unexpected increase in 
load and if  the larger baseload resources 
are offline, they can’t start quick enough 
to catch the increase in load. When this 
happens the Wisdom units can help bridge 

the gap between renewables and the larger 
baseload resources coming online. The 
same is true when wind production is less 
than forecast. If  more generation is needed, 
the Wisdom units can be called to operate 
while the larger baseload resources are 
starting up.”
 As a peaking resource, it is essential that 
Wisdom Station maintains high availability 
and starting reliability. The operations and 
maintenance personnel at Wisdom Station 
work hard to ensure the units are available 
and that they operate properly when 
called upon. This can be difficult at times, 
especially for Wisdom Unit 1, which was 
designed to be a baseload unit, but is now 
being operated like a peaking resource. 

 Olberding says having trained, dedicated 
employees is a nice luxury to have at 
Wisdom Station.
 “The operations staff  is really good 
about monitoring their startups so they 
aren’t putting any unnecessary stress on 
the boiler or the turbine,” he said. “The 
maintenance staff  can always be counted on 
to respond quickly to any equipment issues 
that arise when the units are operating.  
 With the significant increase in 
operations the last two years there have 
been very few instances when the units did 
not perform when they were called upon. 
The employees at Wisdom Station should be 
very proud of  their operating performance 
during these times of  increased operations.”

Wisdom Station continues to run 
at high rates, remains reliable plant

WattsWattWattsWatt
Corn Belt Power Cooperative

F e b r u a r y  2 0 2 0  |  V o l u m e  6 9  |  N u m b e r  2w w w . c b p o w e r . c o o p

Above | Steve Smith, control operator, monitors Wisdom Unit 2 during operation. Unit 2 is a fast-starting generation resource 
often called into operation by the Southwest Power Pool real-time market when system load increases faster than SPP anticipates or 
if wind production is less than forecast.

Ready when needed
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Nearly 200 directors, managers and 
employees from Iowa’s electric 
cooperatives discussed priorities 

with more than 80 state legislators on 
January 14 during the annual Welcome Back 
Legislative Reception in downtown Des 
Moines. Other guests included: Secretary of  
State Paul Pate, Iowa Utilities Board Member 

Nick Wagner and Iowa Department of  
Revenue Director Kraig Paulsen. The Iowa 
Association of  Electric Cooperatives, in 
conjunction with the Iowa Biotechnology 
Association, the Iowa Institute for 
Cooperatives, the Iowa Communications 
Alliance and FUELIowa, hosted the annual 
reception.

 The event provided an opportunity 
to meet with legislators at the beginning 
of  the state legislative session to discuss 
issues regarding the commitment to 
reliability, commitment to community and 
commitment to safety shared by Iowa’s 
electric cooperatives.
 “This is a great way for cooperative 
leaders to come together with our statewide 
policymakers,” said Ken Kuyper, Corn Belt 
Power’s executive vice president/general 
manager. “We’re able to discuss important 
issues and start the legislative year off  on 
the right foot. We appreciate the time our 
legislators set aside to meet with us.”
 In the coming months, the Iowa General 
Assembly will be addressing a multitude of  
issues, including energy-related items central 
to Iowa’s rural economy. Beginning with the 
Welcome Back Legislative Reception, electric 
co-op directors, managers and staff  will 
again be important advocates for a balanced 
approach in addressing energy issues. Iowa’s 
locally owned rural electric cooperatives 
work hard to provide affordable, reliable, 
safe and environmentally responsible power 
to more than 650,000 Iowans every day.

Above | Larry Rohach, director, Corn Belt Power Cooperative, and Mike Geerdes, member services manager, Grundy County REC, 
and others visit with Rep. Pat Grassley at the Welcome Back Legislative Reception in downtown Des Moines Jan. 14. 

Cooperatives welcome legislatorsCooperatives welcome legislators
back to Des Moines

Plans by the Federal 
Communications Commission 
to commercialize radio spectrum 

currently reserved for critical utility 
communications is raising concern at 
high levels.   
 The Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission is asking the FCC to 
proceed with caution on its proposal 
to open the 6-gigahertz band, already 
heavily used by utilities, to unlicensed 
users.  
 Corn Belt Power also signed a letter in 
late 2019 urging the FCC to consider the 
impacts of  unlicensed use on utilities and 
first responders.  
 “As you consider how the FCC will 
proceed on its 6 GHz spectrum band 
proposal, we ask that you consider the 
implications for electric reliability and 
closely review the rulemaking comments 
that discuss the potential impacts of  the 
proposal on electric reliability,” FERC 
wrote in a letter to FCC Chairman Ajit 
Pai. 

 Electric utilities use the 6 GHz 
spectrum band to support their real-
time operations, including supervisory 
control and data acquisition that is 
used to monitor and control generating 
units, transmission lines, and substation 
equipment as well as system protection. 
 To keep unlicensed users 
from interfering with utilities’ 

communications, the proposal relies 
on a system—Automated Frequency 
Coordination—that is not fully tested, 
FERC noted. 
 If  the FCC finalizes this rule, “we 
strongly urge you to consider requests 
from electric utilities and state regulators 
for additional testing of  the AFC system 
prior to implementation,” FERC said. 

Concerns high over potential 6-GHz band changes

Above | Using the 6-gigahertz band, microwave towers provide a clear communication path for utilities like Corn Belt Power. The 
6-GHz band supports real-time operations as well as system monitoring and control. Corn Belt Power and other entities urge the FCC 
to consider the impacts of unlicensed use of the 6-GHz band. Unlicensed use could interfere with utility communications.

Keep communication reliable
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USDA representatives 
visit Corn Belt Power

Brittany Dickey, development finance 
director, and Jim Vermeer, vice 
president, business development, Corn 

Belt Power Cooperative met with USDA staff  on 
Friday, December 20, 2019. 
 The group discussed new projects funded by 
the REDLG program, applications and timing 
for new projects and other activities related to 
our Revolving Loan Fund. The USDA staffing 
changes were also discussed. 
 Randy Hildreth, who has been Corn Belt 
Power’s USDA Area Director, retired on 
December 31. 
 Jenny Theesfeld is the new area specialist 
based out of  Humboldt. Chris Mercer will 
replace Randy Hildreth as our area director and is 
located in Storm Lake. 
 “We thank Randy for his partnership and for 
being an advocate for rural Iowa throughout 
the years,” Dickey said. “We greatly value our 
relationship with USDA to help fund projects 
and build the rural economy.”  

USDA staff changes
Above | From left, Jim Vermeer, vice president, business 
development, Corn Belt Power Cooperative; Grant Menke, state 
director, rural development in Iowa, USDA; Randy Hildreth, area 
director, USDA; Jenny Theesfeld, area specialist, USDA; and Brittany 
Dickey, development finance director, Corn Belt Power Cooperative; 
meet to discuss new projects and USDA staffing changes.  

Thompson becomes system operator
 Mitchell Thompson was promoted from 
journeyman electrician to system operator, 
effective January 1, 2020. Thompson will be in 
training for around nine months. Thompson 
has been with Corn Belt Power four years in 
the electrical maintenance department. He 
has an associates degree from Iowa Central 
Community College.   

Corn Belt Power to hold annual meeting
 “Forging Future Generations” is this year’s 
Corn Belt Power annual meeting theme.  
 The cooperative will meet on Wednesday, April 9 at the Starlite Best Western 
in Fort Dodge. Attendees will hear updates from the cooperative’s board of  
directors and executive vice president and general manager. 
 This year’s keynote speaker is retired Navy Seal Jason Redman. 
 Lieutenant Redman joined the Navy on September 11, 1992 and spent eight 
years as an enlisted SEAL. 
 As an enlisted SEAL Redman completed three deployments throughout 
Central and South America and spent 
two years as a training instructor before 
being selected for the Seaman to Admiral 
Commissioning program in 2000.  
 He attended Old Dominion University 
graduating Summa Cum Laude in May 
2004 completing his time with the 
Hampton Roads Naval ROTC as Student 
Battalion Commanding Officer before 
he was commissioned as a Naval SEAL 
Officer.
 Over the next four years, Lieutenant 
Redman completed combat deployments 
in both Afghanistan and Iraq.  On 
September 13, 2007, outside of  Fallujah, 
Iraq, Lieutenant Redman’s Assault Team 
came under heavy machine gun and small 
arms fire and he was severely wounded in the ensuing firefight. While recovering 
at Bethesda Naval Medical Center, Redman authored and hung a bright orange 
sign on his door, which became a statement and symbol for wounded warriors 
everywhere.  
 Invitations will be sent later this month/early March. 

Former Corn Belt Power director passes away
We were saddened to learn of  Donald O’Tool’s passing. O’Tool died Friday, January 10, 2020, at Stewart Memorial 
Community Hospital in Lake City. Donald Edward O’Tool was born on September 15, 1928, in Auburn, Iowa. 
O’Tool was a former board member for Calhoun County Rural Electric Cooperative and Corn Belt Power 
Cooperative. He served on Corn Belt Power's board of  directors from September 1990 to September 2007. ■D
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The power of human connections

Amy Howard, communications specialist, Iowa Lakes Electric Cooperative, 
demonstrates the Touchstone Energy value of  commitment to community by 
volunteering at local high school and little league concession stands. 

 Howard recently won the $500 grand prize based off  2019’s volunteer hours in the 
Touchstone Energy Volunteer Challenge. 
 To learn more about how to get involved with the Touchstone Energy Volunteer 
Challenge, visit: https://bit.ly/30JHyAN.A
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January Touchstone Energy Volunteer Challenge winner | Kay Dahl, operations assistant, 
Iowa Lakes Electric Cooperative, donated her $100 prize drawing to  the Calvary Gospel Assembly in Estherville.

Patrick Connor, plant manager, and Matt Wittrock, journeyman field 
technician, verbally direct their blinded wives to toss birdies into plastic 
tubs during a game at the Corn Belt Power Christmas party Jan 4. This 
years party was at River Valley Orchards and Winery west of Humboldt.
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The Basin Electric Power Cooperative 
Scholarship program is designed to 

encourage and recognize the achievements of  
dependent children of  Basin Electric employees, 
subsidiary employees, member cooperative 
employees, and member cooperative consumers.
 Corn Belt Power will once again be selecting 
a scholarship recipient from its member-
cooperatives. Member-cooperatives should send one scholarship applicants, 
not already selected to receive a Basin scholarship to Corn Belt Power by 
Wednesday, Feb. 19. Those applications can be forwarded to ryan.cornelius@
cbpower.coop.  

Apply for cooperative scholarship


