
Above |  Doug LeMonds, first class lineman/safety 
coordinator, Calhoun County REC, explains how electric 
co-ops are involved in the communities they serve.

Lights, camera, ACTION! So what’s 
the difference between a cooperative  
 and a for-profit company? For 

members who may be unsure, Corn Belt 
Power Cooperative and its member co-
ops teamed with Basin Electric Power 
Cooperative to create a new educational 
online video campaign. Released in mid-
August and titled, “The Power Is Yours,” 
the campaign explains what makes 
cooperatives different from other utilities. 
 Each of  Corn Belt Power’s eight member 
co-ops recorded four custom 15-second 
videos, for a total of  32 spots. The videos 
feature local co-op employees and directors 
sharing information about four main 
characteristics of  electric cooperatives. 
Co-ops are: 
 Member-owned – Emphasizing that 
 co-ops belong to the people they serve,  
 not to stockholders
 Board-run – Communicating that co-op  
 decisions are made by a local, member- 
 elected board of  directors
 Not-for-profit – Reminding members  
 that co-ops do not make a profit and  

 return unused money back to their  
 members
 Committed to community –  
 Demonstrating the co-op support of   
 local organizations 
 These 15-second spots appear online 
as “pre-roll” videos, playing prior to other 
online videos that viewers may watch. 
Viewers have the option of  clicking “skip” 
to advance to the end of  the videos, but 
co-ops do not pay the advertising charge for 
videos that are skipped. 
 The video campaigns will run online 
throughout the fall season and are 
geographically targeted to appear to viewers 
within co-ops’ respective service territories. 
 “It may seem to someone quite familiar 
with cooperatives that these messages 
are very simple,” says Kathy Taylor, vice 
president, corporate relations, Corn Belt 
Power. “But we know from our research 

that many co-op members are not aware 
of  how their co-op is different from other 
utilities. The objective of  this campaign is to 
explain those differences using local people 
who viewers may very well already know 
from their communities.”
  Basin Electric’s creative team helped 
make these videos possible. Greg Wheeler, 
audio/visual supervisor, came to Iowa for 
a week and captured each co-op in action. 
Back in North Dakota, Greg DeSaye, 
multimedia specialist, edited the 32 videos 
and animated the campaign logo that Jade 
Neumann, multimedia specialist I/graphic 
designer, created. 
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Above | Greg Wheeler, audio/visual supervisor, Basin Electric Power Cooperative, films a video with Abbey Sprague, 
communications/marketing coordinator, Midland Power Cooperative, explaining how co-ops return any excess operating 
revenue to their members. 

Co-op difference messaging

Visit YouTube.com/CornBeltPower/ 
videos to view all 32 of the 

15-second videos.

Video recording

Member co-ops launch 
‘The Power Is Yours’ video campaign



On July 27, NextEra Energy, the 
operating owner of  the Duane 
Arnold Energy Center (DAEC), 

Iowa’s only nuclear power plant, announced 
that commercial operations at the Palo plant 
will cease in 2020. NextEra and Alliant 
Energy have agreed to shorten the term of  
their existing power purchase agreement 
for the output of  the plant by five years in 
exchange for a buyout agreement.
  Corn Belt Power Cooperative owns 10 
percent of  DAEC and sells the output of  its 
61-megawatt share to Basin Electric Power 
Cooperative, Bismarck, N.D. Any negative 
impact of  the early 2020 closure has been 
mitigated to member cooperatives through 
Corn Belt Power’s membership in Basin 
Electric, which has adequate supplies of  

generation to cover all member cooperatives’ 
needs.
 Ken Kuyper, executive vice president and 
general manager, Corn Belt Power, says, 
“Corn Belt Power has valued DAEC as a 
well-run, reliable source of  emission-free 
power that is available 24/7. Although we 
were prepared to have the plant continue to 
operate through its 2034 license, we still have 
an adequate supply of  power to serve our 
member cooperatives.”
 With an immediate focus to minimize any 
financial impact that early closure may have 
on its membership, Corn Belt Power plans 
to modify its internal accounting procedures 
to reflect the change in the plant closure date. 
 Alliant Energy and NextEra Energy say 
the existence of  cheaper forms of  energy 

prompted the decision to shut down DAEC. 
The market value of  other sources — 
primarily renewables such as Iowa’s growing 
wind portfolio — have dropped below the 
cost of  nuclear generation.
 In May of  1968, to respond to growing 
shortage and rising costs of  fossil fuels, 
Corn Belt Power, Iowa Electric Light 
and Power Company – which is Alliant 
Energy today – and Central Iowa Power 
Cooperative (CIPCO) became partners in 
DAEC. This was the first time in the history 
of  the nation’s electric power industry that 
an investor-owned utility and generation 
cooperatives shared ownership of  a nuclear 
plant.
 In 2005, FPL Energy – the previous name 
of  NextEra Energy – purchased Alliant 
Energy’s 70 percent share of  DAEC. After 
analyzing potential sale of  their shares, Corn 
Belt Power and CIPCO retained ownership 
in the plant. At that time, Alliant Energy 
signed a contract to continue purchasing 70 
percent of  the output until 2025. 
 In December of  2010, the Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission (NRC) approved 
a 20-year license extension for the facility, 
allowing the plant to operate until 2034. 
The NRC approval came just over two years 
after the joint owners of  the plant entered 
the rigorous and comprehensive process to 
relicense the unit. 
 NextEra Energy expects a gradual 
reduction in staffing at DAEC over the next 
seven years as the decommissioning process 
takes place. Alliant Energy’s Iowa customers 
are expected to save nearly $300 million 
starting on or before Jan. 1, 2021, contingent 
on the Iowa Utilities Board’s approval of  
Alliant Energy’s request.

Above | NextEra Energy and Alliant Energy announced that the two companies’ power purchase agreement will be shortened, 
effectively closing the Duane Arnold Energy Center (DAEC) in 2020, 14 years before its 2034 operating license expires. DAEC is Iowa’s 
only nuclear power plant.

to close in 2020

Iowa’s only nuclear plantIowa’s only nuclear plant

The Humboldt Recreation Center, 
under construction just north of  
Humboldt High School, is now 

$15,000 closer to its fundraising goal, 
thanks to Corn Belt Power Cooperative, 
Basin Electric Power Cooperative and 
CoBank.
 As part of  their respective donation 
matching programs, Basin Electric and 
CoBank matched Corn Belt Power’s 
$5,000 donation. The funds will be used 
to purchase equipment for the weight 

training and cardio rooms, the cross 
fit and kids’ areas and all of  the sports 
activities the center will offer.
 Funds to construct the new 
70,000-square-foot recreation center and 
fieldhouse were donated by Humboldt’s 
Ken and Marilyn Nielsen family. The 
new building will be open for fitness 
opportunities and to host events such as 
track, wrestling, volleyball and basketball 
competitions.

Above | From left, Tonya Heier and Ken Nielsen of the 
Humboldt Recreation Center receive donation checks 
from Karen Berte, senior vice president, finance and 
administration, Corn Belt Power.

Checks given

Donation presented to recreation center



Conlon promoted
 Ryan Conlon, journeyman lineman, has been 
named line foreman for the Hampton Service Center 
transmission crew. Conlon has been employed at Corn 
Belt Power Cooperative since February 2002. His 
promotion took effect Aug. 13.

Loan closed for Building Trades program
 Corn Belt Power Cooperative and Midland Power 
Cooperative partnered with Homeward to loan a 
total of  $330,000 from their Revolving Loan Funds 
to Humboldt County Housing Development Corporation (HCHDC). The funds 
are being used to construct the 
Building Trades house #17, which 
will be located at 2010 Maple 
Lane, Humboldt, in the new Eagle 
Ridge Addition. The loan closing 
took place July 9.
 The Building Trades Program is 
a partnership between Humboldt 
High School and Iowa Central 
Community College. The new 
1,800-square-foot home will 
include three bedrooms, two 
bathrooms and an unfinished 
basement. Construction began 
with contractors performing the 
foundation and electrical work. The house will be ready for students to start their 
work when school resumes. 

Olberding new vice president
Jacob Olberding, assistant to the vice president, generation, has been named vice president, power supply, by the Corn 
Belt Power Cooperative board of  directors, effective Aug. 15. He has worked at Corn Belt Power since 2009, previously 
in the positions of  project engineer and assistant plant manager. Olberding has a degree in mechanical engineering from 
Iowa State University, Ames. ■
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Building Trades loan
Above | From left, Norm Fandel, Midland Power; Cheryl 
Rhead, HCHDC; Brittany Dickey, Corn Belt Power; and 
Travis Goedken, HCHDC, stand at the site of the new 
Building Trades home, Humboldt. 

Ribbon cutting held
for spec building

Gov. Kim Reynolds headlined the  
 list of  speakers noting the value of  
economic development at a ribbon 

cutting Aug. 8 for a new speculative building in 
the Spirit Lake East Industrial Park.
 Built in partnership with the Iowa Lakes 
Corridor Development Corporation with funding 
from Iowa Lakes Electric Cooperative (ILEC) 
and Corn Belt Power Cooperative, the new 
building offers 30,000 square feet and is located 
along Highway 9 on the east side of  Spirit Lake. 
 ILEC received a $300,000 Rural Economic 
Development Grant from USDA Rural 
Development and matched it with $60,000. ILEC 
and Corn Belt Power provided additional funding 
from their respective Revolving Loan Funds.
 Jim Vermeer, vice president, business 
development, Corn Belt Power, also spoke at 
the ribbon cutting. He says, “Having an available 
building attracts new businesses to locate within 
the area or allows an existing business to expand. 
It provides a three-to-six-month jump-start when 
a project needs to be up and going in a short 
period of  time. Many of  our spec buildings have 
helped local businesses take the leap of  faith and 
expand into a newer and larger building that will 
meet their future needs.”
 Approximately 30 people attended the ribbon 
cutting. The building is finished and is listed for 
sale.

Above | Patrick Connor, plant manager, and Rod Stephas, assistant plant manager, give a tour of Wisdom Station 
July 25 to the Spencer Betterment Club. Retired control operator Jim Fairchild is a member of the club.

Spencer Betterment Club tours Wisdom Station

Governor attends event
Above | Gov. Kim Reynolds, left, greets Jerry Beck, director, Corn Belt 
Power and Iowa Lakes Electric Cooperative, before a ribbon cutting for a 
new speculative building in Spirit Lake.

Ryan Conlon
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The power of human connections

From left, Sarah Dornath, administrative assistant; Dennis Anderson, IT administrator; and Carla 
Hofmaster, environmental/safety coordinator, Corn Belt Power Cooperative, demonstrate the 
Touchstone Energy value of  commitment to community by serving as directors on the Power 

Co-op Employees Credit Union board.
 Hofmaster says, “I have volunteered for many things over the years. Then an opening on the credit 
union board became available and I thought, ‘What a great opportunity to learn how the banking system 
works.’ It has been a wonderful learning experience and I get to work with some amazing people.”
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July Touchstone Energy Volunteer Challenge winner | Pam Caboth, vice president of 
administrative services, Iowa Lakes Electric Cooperative, donated her $100 drawing prize to Team Amy, which raises funds for those in need.

Josie Ubben, center, drafting/design technician, Corn Belt 
Power, is guided through a mousetrap maze with her shoes 
off and eyes closed as part of a LEAD training exercise Aug. 3 
that dealt with trust, communication and listening. 
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Above | While working on a new communications equipment project, Corn Belt Power crews 
discovered lightning damage at the Webster City microwave tower Aug. 7. Equipment in the microwave 
building was affected as well as the Sweazy remote terminal unit. Mother Nature is powerful!

Lightning damages equipment


