
F or the first time since joining the 
Southwest Power Pool (SPP), Corn 
Belt Power Cooperative received an 

energy emergency alert (EEA) on August 6. 
Of  the three alert categories, the alert sent 
out by SPP had the lowest rating of  one. 
 The EEA-1 was in effect from 2:45 – 
9:00 p.m., during the heat of  the day. An 
EEA-1 means all available generation assets 
need to be available and running. 
 While temperatures were moderate in 
Corn Belt Power’s footprint, that wasn’t the 
case everywhere. High temperatures to the 
south, coupled with low generation from 
wind facilities meant fossil fuel and peaking 
units needed to be online. 
 “I have not seen an EEA declared since 
joining SPP,” says Brian Gibson, chief  
system operator, Corn Belt Power. “When 
it was declared on August 6, we already had 
all available internal generation online and 
all of  NIMECA’s generation assets online. 
Had one of  the assets not been online, 
we would have had to verify the status of  
any scheduled transmission or generation 
outages. If  those outages could have been 
recalled, we would have put those plants 
back into service. While all of  that is taking 
place, operators on the ground are checking 
on fuel to see if  they have enough on hand 
for the entire scheduled run or if  a refuel is 
needed. It’s quite the process.”
 Due to preparation and training, Gibson 
said everything ran smooth in Corn Belt 
Power’s control center. 
 “We drill and review EEA requirements 
often so we’re prepared if  this situation ever 
arises. Our system operators also take part 
in SPP online training and conferences.”
Energy Emergency Alert Stages
 All available generation resources were in 

use during Aug. 6’s event. Had the demand 
for power grown, an EEA-2 would have 
been issued. During that time, any and all 
load management procedures would have 
been put into effect. Further load increases 
would have called on for an EEA-3. An 
EEA-3 means firm load interruption is 
imminent or in progress. 
 “During an EEA-2 or EEA-3, Corn 
Belt Power will send out public appeals to 
cooperative member-owners to conserve 
electricity,” says Ryan Cornelius, vice 
president, corporate relations, Corn 
Belt Power. “These appeals would be 
disseminated by Corn Belt Power and its 
member co-ops via radio public service 
announcements and online notifications. 
Hopefully, an emergency will never get 
to that point, but we do have policies and 
procedures in place to mitigate that risk. If  
we ever reach that point, both cooperatives 
and their members will be working together 
to keep the lights on.”

Importance of  baseload generation
 Corn Belt Power’s and SPP’s baseload 
generating units were at the forefront 
during the afternoon of  Aug. 6. North Iowa 
Municipal Electric Cooperative Association 
units, those that don’t run as often, were at 
full capacity that afternoon. 
 “All of  our units were online and 
generating,” says Greg Fritz, chief  executive 
officer, NIMECA. “We generated three 
times our load from 1 – 6 p.m. All three 
of  our coal units were at full load and 
production. Our two wind farms weren’t 
generating any electricity during that same 
period. This shows why it is important to 
have a balanced generation portfolio with an 
all-of-the-above approach.”
 Ken Kuyper, executive vice president and 
general manager, Corn Belt Power echoed 
that sentiment. 
 “As we see from time-to-time, the wind 
doesn’t always blow,” says Kuyper. 
...continued on page 4  

Above | Jon Behounek, system operator, works in the control room a few days after SPP issued a level one Energy Emergency 
Alert. Control operators regularly review EEA requirements and participate in training to prepare themselves in case of an alert. 
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The Touchstone Energy Cooperatives 
of  Iowa had a new look at the Iowa 
State Fair this year. 

 The new display, which featured 
interactive elements and video, was designed 
by Iowa’s three generation and transmission 
cooperatives and the Iowa Association 
of  Electric Cooperatives. The goal was to 

strategically simplify and amplify messaging 
for the 4-H family audience while developing 
a digital survey interface to send qualified 
leads to distribution co-ops for post fair 
follow-up. Signage and display monitors 
focused on cooperative careers and Iowa 
Youth Tour. Several 2019 Youth Tour 
students also volunteered to stop by the 

booth to share their stories.
 Fairgoers submitted 390 surveys over the 
course of  10 days. Nearly 70-percent (270) 
of  the survey applicants lived in electric co-
op territory. Responses were automatically 
sent to electric distribution co-ops for local 
follow-up.  

Survey interest breakdown: 
  College scholarships: 210 (54%)
  Youth Tour 2020: 124 (32%)
  Co-op careers: 113 (29%)
  Job shadow opportunities: 46 (12%)
  Internships: 43 (11%)
  Lineworker scholarships: 26 (7%)

 “We really wanted to focus on engaging 
those who are truly interested in our 
messaging,” said Ryan Cornelius, vice 
president, corporate relations, Corn Belt 
Power. “It was great to see cooperative 
employees interact with fairgoers who filled 
out the digital survey. This is a great way to 
identify key co-op stakeholders that we can 
rely on in the future.”
  If  you’re interested in checking out the 
display, please contact Corn Belt Power. 

Above | Roger Hammen, member service representative, Midland Power, speaks to a father and son at the Iowa State Fair about 
energy efficiency. This year, fairgoers completed 390 surveys over the course of 10 days. Those who completed the survey will get a 
follow-up contact from their local Touchstone Energy cooperative.

Hundreds flock to co-op boothHundreds flock to co-op booth

Developing rural economies and 
retaining youthful employees 
was the main topic of  discussion 

Aug. 6 – 8 at the Des Moines Social Club. 
More than 140 cooperative representatives 
from across the country took part in the 
summit hosted by Touchstone Energy 
and the rural electric co-ops of  Iowa.   
 The three day event showcased 
Touchstone Energy’s team of  experts 
on how to take strategy and community 
development to the next level.
 “I thought it was a great event,” says 
Kara Boyle, marketing and business 
development specialist, Midland Power 
Cooperative. “It was nice to meet 
other co-op people from across the 
country who are also embracing and 
celebrating rural America. As someone 
fairly new in economic development, 
I found it inspiring to hear so many 
success stories and that no matter 
how big or small the project, it can be 
done in rural communities. There's no 
better group suited to collaborate with 
community leaders to explore innovative 

opportunities for beneficial community 
development.”
 Conference speakers included experts 
from Palladium Group, Touchstone 
Energy Services, McClure Engineering, 
HGTV’s Home Town Team, Acceleration 
by Design, Iowa Downtown Resource 
Center, Dairyland Power, NADO, 
NRECA, Fremont EDO, NRTC, NTCA, 

Golden Shovel Agency, IADG, SC Power 
Team and McNair Group. 
 Touchstone Energy’s goal is to take 
what was learned from the first summit 
and apply it to regional summits across 
the country in the coming months and 
years. 
 For more on the summit visit: https://
www.coopcommunity.com/summit.

Main Street Summit a success in Des Moines

Above | More than 140 cooperative representatives from across the country attended the first ever Touchstone Energy Main 
Street Summit. The event explored how to take strategy and community development to the next level.

Main Street Summit

at Iowa State Fair
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in brief
Humboldt County receives RLF loan
 Corn Belt Power and Midland Power each loaned Humboldt County $50,000 
from their Revolving Loan Funds to build two new cabins at Sheldon Park in 
Humboldt. 
 The cabins will be 
constructed by the Humboldt 
High School Building Trades 
students this school year and 
are led by instructor Dan 
Oswald from Iowa Central 
Community College. The cabins 
are each 576 square feet with 
two bedrooms, one bathroom 
and capable of  sleeping up to 
six guests. 
 They also will include a 
kitchen table and chairs, a sofa, 
patio set and have utilities 
installed. Estimated completion 
date is the end of  the 2019-
2020 school year, at which 
time the Humboldt County 
Conservation will own and rent 
out the cabins to the public.

Corn Belt Power board tours Prestage Foods of Iowa plant
 Prior to their monthly meeting on Friday, August 2, Corn Belt Power’s board 
of  directors toured the new Prestage Foods of  Iowa plant. 
 In order to serve the new processing plant, Corn Belt Power crews built a 1.5-
mile section of  69 kilovolt line from the exiting Troy Substation. Crews then built 
the Prestage Family Substation and Switching Station. This work was completed 
in 2018 ahead of  the plant opening earlier this year. 
 The plant, located in Eagle Grove, is in Prairie Energy’s system. Once fully 
operational, Prestage Foods of  Iowa will be Corn Belt Power’s largest load. 

Above | Corn Belt Power Cooperative board members snap a group photo before touring Prestage Foods of 
Iowa pork processing plant in Eagle Grove, Aug. 2. Corn Belt Power constructed line and built a substation and 
switching station to serve the 22 megawatt facility.

Above | Brittany Dickey, development finance director, 
Corn Belt Power Cooperative and Kara Boyle, marketing 
and business development specialist, Midland Power 
Cooperative present loan fund checks to Humboldt County 
Conservation for the construction of two new Sheldon Park 
cabins in Humboldt.

Board tours pork processing plant

Cabin construction

Corn Belt Power Board 
approves solar array

When Corn Belt Power’s Wisdom Unit 
One was converted from coal to 
natural gas in 2014, the need for a 

coal pile ceased. A portion of  the space formerly 
occupied by a tall pile of  coal will now be home to a 
150-kilowatt solar generation station. 
 “Since Wisdom Unit One converted from coal to 
natural gas, the coal yard has turned into an open, 
grassy area,” said Jacob Olberding, vice president, 
power supply, Corn Belt Power. “The area we chose 
to construct the array is very flat, does not have any 
nearby structures or power lines that would cause 
shading, and won’t interfere with current operations 
or future expansion projects that might take place at 
Wisdom Station.”
 The project is multifaceted. While adding more 
solar generation to its already diverse energy 
portfolio is important, Corn Belt Power also 
hopes to learn a little about new and emerging 
technologies.  
 The project will feature 600 total panels, with 
75-kilowatts of  generation on fixed tilt arrays and 
75-kilowatts on single-axis tracking arrays. 
 “There are many different solar installations 
throughout the Corn Belt system,” explained 
Olberding. “Some are fixed and some are trackers 
but we aren’t aware of  any locations that had both 
fixed and trackers installed right next to each other. 
Our goal for this project is to provide accurate 
information to the Corn Belt membership so 
they can make informed decisions when they are 
deciding whether a fixed or tracking array is best.”
 A fixed-tilt array is an array in which the panels 
never move and are pointed in one direction at all 
times. The single-axis tracking panels will move with 
the sun to maximize energy generation. 
 Following commissioning of  the project, Corn 
Belt Power plans to set up a webpage for co-op 
members to see how the two different arrays 
perform. 
 The project is set to begin early this fall. 

Wisdom solar arrays
Above | Construction is slated to begin late September on a 150 kilowatt 
photovoltaic solar array at Wisdom Station.  



The power of human connections

Jeremy Stattelman, transmission superintendent, Corn Belt Power Cooperative, demonstrates the 
Touchstone Energy value of  commitment to community by volunteering as coach of  his son 
Owen's baseball team. A veteran and well-known volunteer in the Hampton and Humboldt  

   communities, Stattelman has also coached football, softball, baseball and t-ball for his children, 
Elise and Owen. He volunteers at his church and Christian community daycare in Hampton as well as 
the VFW in Humboldt. 
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Alex Hartwig, apprentice electrician, Hampton electrical 
maintenance, wires a junction box for a new set of bus 
potential transformers at Plainfield Switching Station 
Aug. 14. The station upgrade increases system reliability 
and removes 70-year-old equipment. 
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August Touchstone Energy Volunteer Challenge winner | Jeremy Madden, energy advisor, 
Iowa Lakes Electric Cooperative, donated his $100 drawing prize to the Emmetsburg E’Hawk Booster Club.

...continued from page 1 “Thankfully coal and natural gas units across 
the SPP footprint were up and running. While we’re committed to 
a diversified energy portfolio that includes renewable resources, it’s 
important to remember we need reliable generator units available at 
all times. When a consumer flips the switch, they expect the lights 
come on. At some point in the future, utility scale battery storage may 
become a realistic option. Until that time, we’ll need to continue to 
maintain our baseload units.”
 Kuyper said it all comes down to serving rural Iowans. 
 “Our mission is to provide reliable and affordable electricity that 
enhances the quality of  life of  people in the 44 counties we serve,” he 
says. “We’ll continue to do the work necessary to achieve that mission 
each and every day.”


