
Videos shot from unmanned aerial 
systems, also called drones, provide 
new tools for marketing speculative 

buildings and industrial parks served by 
Corn Belt Power Cooperative member 
systems.
 Corn Belt Power hired Jody Chansler, 
Advantage Aerial Film and Photography, 
Fort Dodge, to shoot videos from drones 
that offer perspectives of  available 
properties with much more detail than 
what traditional still photos can provide. 
In the videos, the drones zoom overhead, 
around each side of  a building and into the 
building’s interior to show its layout.
 Jim Vermeer, vice president, business 
development, Corn Belt Power, explains, 
“Drones are a good marketing tool to show 
property. Prospective buyers can go online 
to see a property and don’t have to drive to 
look at it. The video gives a layout of  what 
the building and area around it look like.”
 To date, Vermeer has had Advantage 
Aerial Film and Photography create videos 
of  speculative buildings at Iowa Falls, 
Hampton, Clarion and Humboldt. Aerial 
views of  Humboldt Business Park and 
Latimer Industrial Park have also been 
filmed.
 Vermeer explains that video shot from a 
drone shows not only the area immediately 

around a spec building, but can also zoom 
out and show the entire lot, which lets the 
prospective buyer see potential for future 
expansion. Drone footage can also show 
how the property fits into the context of  
the surrounding community. For example, 
video that was shot of  the Latimer 
Industrial Park lets viewers see how close the 
property is to Interstate 35 and Highway 3.
 Drone videos also record footage 
from the interior of  available buildings, 
showing the layout and specific features the 

structures offer.
 Economic developers in local 
communities offer links to view available 
buildings and industrial parks.

Drone videos provide  
new marketing opportunities 
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A drone video of the spec building available in 
Iowa Falls shows the area surrounding the building 

as well as views of the structure’s interior.

Iowa Falls 
spec building video

http://bit.ly/2w4gSv7

Above | A representative from WinTech Arrowmaker, left, shows drone video equipment to Brady Boell, director of 
safety/member services, Raccoon Valley Electric Cooperative, at the energy advisors/communicators meeting in Okoboji July 
27. Iowa Lakes Electric Cooperative has used this technology for business development projects. 

Drone presentation



Corn Belt Power Cooperative hosted 
a summer meeting for its member 
cooperatives’ energy advisors and 

communicators July 27-28. The agenda 
included updates on current programs, 
potential new programs, presentations 
from vendors and details on distribution 
co-op projects, all of  which will help co-op 
participants better serve their members.
 Held at Bridges Bay Resort, a member of  
Iowa Lakes Electric Cooperative (ILEC), the 
two-day meeting included joint sessions for 
both energy advisors and communicators 
along with breakout sessions for each group. 
Meeting highlights included:

A panel of  communicators from Butler 
County REC, ILEC and Midland Power 
Cooperative presented an overview of  their 
co-ops’ solar energy projects.

Basin Electric Power Cooperative 
highlighted services and resources available to 
its member co-ops.

Vendors from geothermal heat pump 
and water heater manufacturers demonstrated 
their products.

Iowa Association of  Electric 
Cooperatives (IAEC) reported about energy 
efficiency record keeping and program filing.

Kathy Taylor, Corn Belt Power, showed 
what’s new in the 2017 Associated Press 
Stylebook and reviewed Touchstone Energy 
ad placement.

IAEC discussed the new Move Over, 
Slow Down initiative and available resources.

WinTec Arrowmaker showed its drones 
and reviewed photography services. 

Tresa Hussong, ILEC, reported on 
the Touchstone Energy board of  directors 
strategic planning and programming.

The group traveled to tour ILEC’s wind 
turbines near Superior.

Communication consultant Kathleen 
Deal talked about boosting listening and 
speaking skills.

“The drone demo was awesome to 
see how they can be implemented on 
the day-to-day operations. The water 
heaters are what we need to keep up to 
date for our members’ needs.”

“I really appreciated the communicators’ 
time going over the new AP Stylebook 
and that we were given a copy. I have 
used it many times since receiving it.”

“It is always good to reconnect with 
our neighboring co-ops and find out 
how new challenges are being handled. 
Discussing best practices and new ideas 
is very beneficial.”

“I always like new information or 
continuing education on energy 
efficiency topics. I would even be willing 
to spend an extra day to get more 
detailed information.”

“I thought general and breakout sessions 
were helpful and informative. Keeping 
everyone on the same page is very 
important.”

“I feel the meeting was filled with lots 
of useful information. I enjoy talking to 
other member service reps about what 
is going on in other co-ops and about 
what’s working and what’s not working.”

Above | At a recent Corn Belt Power meeting for energy advisors and communicators, Nicole Perreault, supervisor of graphics, 
external relations and communications, Basin Electric Power Cooperative, details resources available to member cooperatives, 
including photos, videos, displays and social media posts.

 Attendees completed evaluations after the 
meeting and gave their highest ratings to the 
solar with geothermal presentation, Basin 
Electric services overview, Associated Press 
Stylebook update, IAEC’s communication 
resources presentation and ILEC’s wind 
turbine tour. 

attend summer meeting

Electric co-op members stopped 
by the display in the Bruce L. 
Rastetter 4-H Exhibits Building 

sponsored by the Touchstone Energy 
Cooperatives of  Iowa at the Iowa State Fair 
Aug. 10-20. 
 Located inside the 4-H Exhibits 
Building on the south end of  the 
fairgrounds, the display showcased all Iowa 
electric cooperatives on a map of  Iowa. 
Fairgoers placed magnetic “markers” on 
the state map to show co-op membership. 

 Attendees registered to win a Nest 
Learning Thermostat. This latest 
technology programs itself  by learning 
and following a family’s lifestyle. The 
thermostat turns itself  down when nobody 
is home to save energy. It can connect 
to Wi-Fi to allow homeowners to control 
temperatures from a phone, tablet or 
laptop.
  Additional energy efficiency and savings 
information was displayed in the booth.

Iowa State Fair
Above | Jim Sayers, energy services director, Corn 
Belt Power Cooperative, talks with a co-op member 
in the Touchstone Energy Cooperatives of Iowa booth 
in the 4-H Exhibits Building at the Iowa State Fair.

Retreat comments

Co-op membership promoted at Iowa State Fair

Energy advisors, communicatorsEnergy advisors, communicators



Ribbon cutting
Above | A ribbon cutting is held Aug. 1 for Ag 
Source Cooperative Services, Ellsworth. Corn Belt 
Power, Midland Power and Ellsworth Cooperative 
Telephone loaned funds to the project.

New IT admin starts
 Jon Myer, IT administrator, started with Corn Belt 
Power Cooperative July 27. He has a bachelor’s degree 
from Excelsior College, Albany, N.Y., and is a graduate 
of  TRV High School, Bode. ■

Building and Trades house 
Corn Belt Power Cooperative, Midland 
Power Cooperative and Homeward each 
loaned $100,000 to Humboldt County 
Housing Development Corporation for 
the sixteenth Building Trades home. 
Construction on the 1,800-square-foot 
home will begin at the start of  the school 
year and will be completed in May 2018. 
The home will be built in the new Eagle 
Ridge Addition, Humboldt. 
 

Open house for Ag Source
 Electric co-op representatives attended a ribbon cutting and open house Aug. 1 at  
Ag Source Cooperative Services, Ellsworth.
 The new 200-kilowatt load is served by the City of  Ellsworth, with power supplied 
by Midland Power Cooperative. The company conducts water and soil testing and 
plant analysis for the agriculture industry 
and employs approximately 35 people.
 Corn Belt Power Cooperative, Midland 
Power Cooperative and Ellsworth 
Cooperative Telephone Association each 
loaned $325,000 from their respective 
revolving loan funds for development of  
the new facility.
 These electric co-op representatives 
attended the open house: Brittany Dickey, 
Corn Belt Power; Norm Fandel, Kara 
Boyle, Bill McKim and Jack Runge, 
Midland Power; and Mike Meissen, Iowa 
Area Development Group.  
 

Perdue Names Hazlett to lead Rural Development at USDA
 U.S. Secretary of  Agriculture Sonny Perdue has named Anne Hazlett to lead the 
Rural Development agencies at the U.S. Department of  Agriculture. Hazlett, whose 
title will be assistant to the secretary for rural development, 
will oversee the Rural Utilities Service, the Rural Business 
Service, and the Rural Housing Service within USDA and 
report directly to the secretary.  The announcement is in 
keeping with a realignment of  USDA announced by Perdue 
in May and represents an elevation of  Rural Development.
 The increased emphasis on Rural Development at USDA 
is in recognition of  the economic difficulties facing rural 
communities, which have lagged behind other parts of  the 
country in prosperity. 
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Newsin brief

SPP studies potential effects 
of solar eclipse on system

Solar eclipse
Above | Corn Belt Power personnel take a break midday to view 
the solar eclipse Aug. 21 in Humboldt, where the moon covered 
approximately 92 percent of the sun for a few minutes.

Southwest Power Pool put together a 
study on the expected effects of  the 
Aug. 21 solar eclipse on utilities in the 

SPP system. The Executive Summary states:
 On Monday, Aug. 21, a total solar eclipse will pass 
over North America. Areas under the path of  totality, 
including parts of  Nebraska, Kansas, and Missouri, 
will experience a complete blackout of  the sun for up 
to two minutes and forty seconds. Other states in the 
Southwest Power Pool region will experience a partial 
eclipse of  80 percent solar obscuration or greater. 
 During the eclipse, demand changes and reduced 
generation from renewables will impact net system load 
as a result of  the reduced solar radiation effects on 
temperatures and wind speeds. A decrease in the output 
of  PV resources will appear to be an increase in load 
from the transmission system perspective. As the sky 
darkens midday, the demand from lighting usage will 
increase. These factors will be counteracted by a potential 
drop in demand for electricity as millions of  people 
nationwide make efforts to view the eclipse. 
 SPP also released a report after the eclipse, 
summarizing its effects on SPP’s system:
 The eclipse’s most significant impact on the SPP 
region was to the amount of  electricity being consumed 
by homeowners, businesses, and industrial facilities. 
Absent the day’s eclipse, SPP anticipated a peak load of  
approximately 45,000 megawatts. Due to several factors 
including lower temperatures, decreased air conditioning 
and  increased business closures while employees observed 
the eclipse, SPP saw demand fall approximately 2,500 
megawatts below the forecast. 
 SPP operators noted a swing in wind generation of  
about 1,200 megawatts as the eclipse exited the SPP 
region.

promoted at Iowa State Fair
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Loan funds

Anne Hazlett

Above | Corn Belt Power and Midland Power 
representatives present revolving loan funds to 
the Humboldt County Development Corporation 
for a Building Trades home in Humboldt.



The power of human connections

Darwin Johnson, shift operator, Corn Belt Power Cooperative, demonstrates the Touchstone 
Energy value of  commitment to community by serving on the board of  directors for the 
Iowa Great Lakes Fishing Club, which donated a complete set of  tackle to young kids 

attending Kids Fish Day, Spencer. Corn Belt Power helped sponsor the event.
 He says, “Fishing is a true passion of  mine. It’s nice to pass it on to the next generation. By 
teaching kids good sportsmanship and the proper way to fish, the sport will last.”
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Preliminary results from performance testing July 27 on 
Wisdom Unit 1’s new cooling tower show the structure 
performing at 116 percent of design.
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July Touchstone Energy Volunteer Challenge winner | Bobbi Jo Ruschy, marketing assistant, 
Iowa Lakes Electric Cooperative, donated her $100 drawing prize to the Center Champions 4-H Club.

Aug. 8 was a beautiful Iowa  
  day for Jim Vermeer, 

left, vice president, business 
development, Corn Belt Power 
Cooperative, and Mike Carite, 
director, business development, 
Touchstone Energy Cooperatives, 
to climb one of  Iowa Lakes 
Electric Cooperative’s wind 
turbines near Superior for a better 
view. Thanks to Al Zeitz and Jed 
Skogerboe, ILEC, for the tour.

Wind turbine climb


