
A9.44-mile transmission line 
reconductoring project in Sac  
 County will not only advance Corn 

Belt Power Cooperative’s strategic plan 
to strengthen and update its transmission 
system, but will also include fiber optic 
cable, technically known as optical ground 
wire (OPGW), to facilitate a loop for a more 
reliable communications system.
 In September, Corn Belt Power crews 
began work reconductoring a north-south 
section of  line that starts near MidAmerican 
Energy Company’s Buena Vista County 
Switching Station between Alta and Storm 
Lake and runs south to MidAmerican’s Sac 
County Switching Station three miles north 
of  Schaller. 
 The reconductoring project will add 
heavier conductor and space poles closer 
together to strengthen the line, originally 
built in 1950. Corn Belt Power’s strategic 
plan includes reconductoring approximately 
50 miles of  line per year. The cooperative 
selected this section of  line for its 2018 
work plan because of  the line’s age and 
potential impact on system reliability due to 
location.
 This reconductoring project adds a new 
twist for Corn Belt Power crews – they will 
install OPGW for the first time in place of  
a static wire.
 Part of  the southwest microwave 
loop project, the OPGW will facilitate 
communications between MidAmerican 
Energy’s Sac County and Buena Vista 
County switching stations and continuing 
to Corn Belt Power’s Storm Lake Switching 
Station. The new southwest microwave loop 
will run between these Corn Belt Power 
microwave sites: Pocahontas to Sherwood to 
Drager to Carrollton to Toyne to Wheatland 

to Odebolt. It will then run to MidAmerican 
Energy’s Sac and Buena Vista switching 
stations. 
 Corn Belt Power experienced challenges 
obtaining a clear microwave path to 
its Storm Lake Switching Station from 
MidAmerican’s Sac County Switching 
Station. The option to add fiber to Corn 
Belt Power’s transmission line to carry 
communications and complete the loop into 
the Storm Lake Switching Station solved 
those challenges.
 Additionally, fiber provides a wider 
bandwidth to carry more data than radio 
communications can. Having fiber to carry 
data will also help the cooperative deal with 
the threat that the Federal Communications 
Commission may sell off  more radio 
frequencies, making them unavailable for 
Corn Belt Power use.
 Also, using OPGW as part of  the 

microwave loop will help save money 
by eliminating the need for a new, taller 
microwave tower at the Storm Lake 
Switching Station.
 The Sac County reconductoring project 
offers the first opportunity for Corn Belt 
Power crews to install OPGW. They have 
trained by watching Hi Line Construction 
add OPGW as it builds Corn Belt Power’s 
Prestage to Willemssen transmission line. 
 Jeremy Stattelman, transmission 
superintendent, says, “(Line Foreman) Travis 
Hefty has been doing a lot of  research. 
We’ve been watching Hi Line and, just like 
other projects, we will learn by doing. It 
is the same thing as when we put up oval 
conductor at Glidden for the first time.”
 Stringing fiber requires use of  a bull 
wheel to keep the tension on the OPGW 
constant as it unwinds. Corn Belt Power 
has rented both the bull 
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Above | Corn Belt Power Cooperative rented 16-inch and larger dollies to string fiber optic cable for the 9.44-mile section 
of line to be reconductored in Sac County this fall. Travis Hefty, line foreman, Humboldt, shows the difference between a  
16-inch dolly, left, and a standard-sized dolly, right. 

Dollies for fiber installation

New line reconductoring project  
to include fiber for communications
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Commercial and industrial members 
of  Corn Belt Power Cooperative’s 
member co-ops show high overall 

satisfaction with the service they receive 
from the cooperative they own.
 Corn Belt Power conducted commercial 
and industrial satisfaction research on 
behalf  of  its member co-ops in April and 
May of  this year, receiving 47 responses 
from 117 key account members via email, 
mail and phone. In addition to numerical 
ratings, verbal comments were collected and 
reported to individual member cooperatives.
 Jim Vermeer, vice president, business 
development, explains, “About every five 
years, we conduct this research to see if  our 
existing business development programs 
meet the needs of  commercial and industrial 

accounts. It not only identifies trends in 
serving these members, but it helps us 
develop services that we provide.”
 Overall satisfaction with the cooperatives 
that serve them was high. The aggregated 
survey results for all co-ops in the Corn 
Belt Power system showed 82 percent of  
respondents giving an overall satisfaction 
rating of  8 to 10 on a 10-point scale. 
Attributes that scored the highest were:
 ■ Restores power quickly  – 98 percent
 • Has knowledgeable and competent  
    employees – 94 percent
 • Conducts business in a professional  
    manner – 91 percent
Attributes rated lowest were:
 • Provides electricity at lowest possible  
    cost

 • Uses renewable energy like wind and  
    solar
 Interestingly, although the respondents 
had a lower satisfaction score for their 
co-ops’ involvement in renewable energy, 
they also rated that attribute the lowest on 
importance and 61 percent of  businesses 
responded they would not be willing to pay 
more for renewable energy.
 Systemwide, businesses in northern Iowa 
reported an optimistic view of  their future, 
with six out of  10 reporting they plan to 
expand their operations, with half  of  them 
stating they would do so in the next two 
years.
 Many of  the businesses participating in 
the survey have installed energy efficiency 
measures, with efficient lighting, occupancy 
sensors, efficient production equipment 
and efficient motors topping the list. 
Future plans to improve energy efficiency 
include implementing process improvement 
programs and using infrared imaging of  
electrical and mechanical systems.
 Businesses on co-op lines also expressed 
high interest in peak alert options and would 
like access to online real-time energy use 
monitoring in the future.
 Vermeer listed these action items that 
co-op key account managers identified using 
results from the study:
 • Meet with each business that indicated it  
    has plans to expand in the next two  
    years.
 • Explore real-time energy monitoring of   
    instantaneous electricity use.
 • Continue to work with engineering  
    and operations to maintain high  
    reliability satisfaction. 

Above | Research conducted in April and May of this year shows high overall satisfaction with the service businesses receive from 
their cooperatives.

among C&I accounts

Survey shows high satisfactionSurvey shows high satisfaction

Touchstone Energy Cooperatives 
welcomed co-op members to 
their exhibit at the Farm Progress 

Show Aug. 28-30, near Boone. Members 
learned how to be safe around electricity 
and how to improve energy efficiency. 
Visitors registered for prizes and received 
free bottled water, electric co-op koozies 
and popcorn. Co-op linemen presented a 
high-voltage safety demonstration.
 The Farm Progress Show features 
state-of-the art information and 

technology for today’s agricultural 
producers. This major agriculture event 
gives visitors the opportunity to see the 
latest equipment, seed, crop chemicals, 
field demonstrations, livestock handling, 
equine events, rural life programs, 
entertainment, arts and crafts and more.
 The 2018 show was held at the Central 
Iowa Expo at 1827 217th Street, Boone, 
Iowa. In the coming years, the show will 
continue to rotate annually between this 
site and a Decatur, Ill., site. 

Above | From left, Jill Hannasch, communicator, 
Raccoon Valley Electric Cooperative, and Abbey Sprague, 
communications/marketing coordinator, Midland Power 
Cooperative, greet a co-op member at the registration 
desk at the Farm Progress Show.

Greeting member

Farm Progress Show welcomes co-op members
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New RVEC director elected
 Members of  Raccoon Valley Electric Cooperative elected a new director and 
re-elected two incumbent directors at the cooperative’s annual meeting Sept. 5 in 
Glidden.
 Tim Reever, Glidden, was newly elected to fill the seat of  retiring director Mark 
Tigges, Glidden. Dennis Kennebeck, Carroll, and Mark Ludwig, Breda, were re-
elected to the board.
 Approximately 420 people attended the meeting, with 185 members present. 
Following a buffet dinner, the business meeting was held, featuring a presentation 
from Raccoon Valley’s Youth Tour participant.
 A board reorganizational meeting followed the business meeting and these 
officers were re-elected: David Onken, Glidden, president; Jeff  Cranston, Odebolt, 
vice president; Ludwig, secretary/treasurer; and Karen Werner, Schaller, assistant 
secretary/treasurer.
 Ken Kuyper, executive vice president and general manager, represented Corn Belt 
Power Cooperative at the annual meeting.

Grundy County REC holds annual meeting
 At the cooperative’s annual meeting Sept. 6 in Grundy Center, Grundy County 
REC members elected Nick Strohbehn, Reinbeck, to serve as a new director, filling 
the seat of  longtime director Earl Slinker, Grundy Center, who retired. Norbert 
Boyle, Ackley, was re-elected to the board.
 Approximately 125 people attended the meeting, with 85 members present. Each 
member received a $10 bill and all were eligible for a door prize drawing in which five 
$100 bills were given away. Attendees could also register to win an electric grill.
 Ken Kuyper, executive vice president and general manager, gave an update on 
Corn Belt Power Cooperative. Displays featured information on solar energy. Michael 
Riedman, program communications coordinator, Basin Electric Power Cooperative, 
demonstrated a Segway electric personal transporter.
 Officers elected at an organizational meeting following the annual meeting are 
Kevin Pruisner, Dike, president; Boyle, vice president; Larry Rohach, Reinbeck, 
secretary; Jason Paper, Conrad, treasurer; and David Schmidt, Conrad, assistant 
secretary/treasurer.

Reconductoring (continued from page 1)

Apprentice lineman hired
Jeff  Codner started work at Corn Belt Power Cooperative Sept. 17 as an apprentice lineman at the Hampton Service 
Center. He is a graduate of  Northwest Iowa Community College powerline technology program and has worked for 
Franklin REC since May of  2017. ■
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Newsin brief

Retreat focuses on current 
programs, marketing 
opportunities

Energy advisors and communicators 
from Corn Belt Power Cooperative’s 
member co-ops met Aug. 23-24 in 

Okoboji to review existing energy efficiency 
programs, plan for new marketing programs and 
learn about developments in topics affecting 
electric cooperatives nationwide.
 Consultant Eddie McKnight, McKnight 
Associates, conducted training on performing 
energy audits and responding to members’ most 
frequently asked questions about their energy 
bills. Tim Gaughan, Rheem Manufacturing, 
updated the group on the newest developments 
in electric water heaters that comply with the 
federal government’s most recent standards for 
energy efficiency.
 Chad Reisenauer, Basin Electric Power 
Cooperative, presented an update on news from 
the cooperatives’ wholesale power supplier and 
Keith Kaderly, Inside Information, outlined 
marketing opportunities the co-ops may want to 
schedule in the upcoming year.
 Jeff  Springer, Dairyland Power Cooperative, 
presented the newest information on electric 
vehicles, explaining trends, product development 
and charging availability for members who own 
electric vehicles.

Home audit session
Above | Consultant Eddie McKnight presents a session on home energy 
audits during a retreat held for Corn Belt Power member co-ops’ energy 
advisors and communicators Aug. 23-24 in Okoboji.

wheel and large dollies that are needed for the OPGW installation.
 Corn Belt Power’s communications personnel are also involved in the fiber project. 
The crew has purchased new testing and splicing equipment and will be responsible 
for completing the indoor splicing step of  the installation process.
 The reconductoring project will cost approximately $100,000 a mile, or a total 
of  $1 million. Installing OPGW in place of  static wire accounts for approximately 
$20,000 of  the cost for each mile completed.
 The project is scheduled to be done by December of  this year, depending on 
when farmers’ crops are out of  the field and work can proceed. Future Corn Belt 
Power reconductoring projects will likely continue to install OPGW in place of  a 
static wire.
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The power of human connections

From left, Tyler Baxter, engineer III; Dan Shiflett, right-of-way/land superintendent; Corie 
Erickson, assistant right-of-way/land supervisor; and Steve Curry, meter technician, all with 
Corn Belt Power Cooperative, demonstrated the Touchstone Energy value of  commitment to 

community by representing Corn Belt Power Cooperative at the Humboldt County Memorial Hospital 
Foundation’s 2018 Founder’s Golf  Outing.   
 The foundation has fundraisers to help carry out its mission to improve health and well-being of  the 
people of  Humboldt County. All proceeds from the golf  outing went to investing in the health care 
for Humboldt County patients. Corn Belt Power was a sponsor of  the event.
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August Touchstone Energy Volunteer Challenge winner | Natalie Brown, accounts payable/
general accountant, Iowa Lakes Electric Cooperative, donated her $100 drawing prize to Estherville Lincoln Center Booster Club.

Iowa Secretary of Agriculture Mike Naig, center, meets with Ken Kuyper, executive vice president 
and general manager, right, and Kathy Taylor, vice president, corporate relations, Corn Belt Power 
Cooperative, during a meeting Sept. 6 at Prairie Energy Cooperative. Naig had the opportunity to 
meet owners of Prestage Foods of Iowa, the pork processing plant locating on Prairie Energy lines.
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Above |  NEW Cooperative’s new feed mill, recently completed on Prairie Energy Cooperative’s lines 
near Rowan, held an open house July 26. Located at the site of an established grain storage facility, the 
feed mill is able to produce 400,000 tons of feed annually. 

Feed mill open house


