
Representatives of  Corn Belt Power 
Cooperative and its member  
  systems continue to participate 

actively in legislative events this fall, making 
sure that both legislators and candidates are 
aware of  issues affecting the reliable and 
affordable delivery of  electricity in rural 
Iowa.
 Congressman Steve King visited Corn 
Belt Power Cooperative Oct. 5 to gather 
information from constituents participating 
in the Iowa Rural Issues Summit. Issues 
discussed focused on federal Environmental 
Protection Agency regulations, including 
the Clean Power Plan and Waters of  the 
United States regulations. Participants 
also discussed the importance of  low-cost 
energy, need for broadband access in rural 
areas and the shortage of  skilled labor.
 Approximately 30 people attended 
the meeting, representing the Iowa 
Association of  Electric Cooperatives, Iowa 
Pork Producers, Iowa Communication 
Alliance, Association of  Business and 
Industry, Iowa Farm Bureau, Professional 
Developers of  Iowa, Iowa Cattlemen’s 
Association, Iowa Soybean Association, 
Iowa State Dairy Association, Iowa Institute 
for Cooperatives, Iowa Association of  
Municipal Utilities and the hospital and 

insurance industries.
 Electric cooperative representatives met 
with members of  Iowa’s congressional 
delegation Sept. 28 and 29 to discuss issues 
important to co-op members. 
 Information was provided to each of  
Iowa’s six members of  Congress on the 
following issues:
■ FEMA’s policy change on storm recovery 
funding 
■ Clean Power Plan and Waters of  the 
United States regulations 

■ Permanent classification of  coal ash as 
non-hazardous
■ Funding for the Rural Economic 
Development Loan and Grant Program 
 Electric co-op personnel are meeting 
with presidential candidates as they 
campaign across Iowa this fall. More than 
80 local community leaders, REC directors, 
managers, employees, and members of  the 
public attended a town hall forum Sept. 22 
with Louisiana Governor and presidential 
candidate Bobby Jindal at Raccoon Valley 
Electric Cooperative, Glidden. They heard 
Jindal offer his support for an “all-of-the-
above” energy strategy. Iowa Rural Power 
advocates wore their green shirts and had 
one-on-one discussions with Jindal on 
issues important to RECs.  
 Iowa’s electric co-ops are reaching out 
to all of  the presidential candidates to host 
town hall forums. Follow Iowa Rural Power 
on Facebook, Twitter and iaruralpower.
org for the latest caucus information.
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Congressman Steve King talks with representatives from several agriculture-related groups during the Iowa Rural Issues 
Summit held Oct. 5 at Corn Belt Power Cooperative.

Louisiana Gov. and presidential candidate Bobby Jindal speaks to a group at Raccoon Valley Electric Cooperative Sept. 22.

Rep. King visits Corn Belt Power

Jindal campaigns at RVEC



Above | Jeff Lindaman, system operator, works the control center desk Oct. 1, the first day of Corn Belt Power’s full 
membership in Southwest Power Pool.

SPP membership startsSPP membership starts
for Corn Belt Power Oct. 1

Oct. 1 marked the first day Corn 
Belt Power Cooperative operated 
as a member of  the Southwest 

Power Pool. Fully integrated as of  midnight, 

Corn Belt Power and Basin Electric Power 
Cooperative had been modeling transactions 
since late September to make sure the 
transition to SPP went smoothly.

 Late in the day Sept. 30, the Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission issued 
an order that accepts Corn Belt Power’s 
proposed formula rate template and 
implementation protocols to recover annual 
transmission revenue requirement, with the 
rates and protocols going into effect Oct. 1.  
 FERC states, however, that issues still 
exist regarding calculation of  transmission 
revenue. Those issues will be addressed 
in hearing and settlement procedures to 
be conducted by a FERC judge. Because 
Corn Belt Power has voluntarily committed 
to make its filing subject to refund should 
FERC determine that rates other than those 
in the initial rate filing apply, FERC agreed 
to approve the Oct. 1 effective date to allow 
integration to proceed as planned.
 Joel Haynes, outage coordinator, 
commented on operations in the control 
center Oct. 1: “Operations on the desk 
are going smoothly. SPP does a good job 
monitoring our system. They watch outages 
on the bulk electric system and neighboring 
systems, which affect what’s going on in our 
system.”

Sept. 17, Corn Belt Power 
transmission crews installed the 
largest laminate, self-supporting 

pole the cooperative has ever set. The 
structure serves as the base of  a new 
switch two miles south of  Whittemore. 
 In preparation for retirement of  ITC’s 
nearby 34.5 kilovolt lines, Whittemore 
Municipal Utilities will interconnect 
with Corn Belt Power’s system this fall 
and purchase transmission service from 
the Southwest Power Pool. ITC’s lines 
are set to retire in four to five years. 
 Emmetsburg and Hampton crews 
installed the 87-foot-tall, 12-inch-wide 
pole weighing nearly 11,000 pounds. 
Contractors dug a hole measuring just 
over five feet in diameter and 18 feet 
deep to accommodate the size of  the 
self-supporting structure. The hole was 
double the depth needed for a typical 

pole installation. 
 In comparison to using the half-ton 
of  rock typically required to set a pole, 
crews tamped almost 20 tons of  rock 
below the surface to secure the structure. 
 “These laminate poles are larger and 
much stronger,” says Jeremy Stattelman, 
line foreman, Hampton. “We’ve been 
using them more, but it all depends on 
the project.”
 Kevin Bornhoft, vice president,  

engineering and system operations, 
explains, “The right-of-way we have 
dictates the type of  pole we use.” More 
limited right-of-way can preclude Corn 
Belt Power from using a pole with guy 
wires and anchors. The larger laminate 
pole is self-supporting.  
 Whittemore’s current power supplier 
is the Resource Power Group of  Iowa, 
which pays Corn Belt Power’s tariff  to 
use the co-op’s transmission system. 

Corn Belt Power 
installs laminate 
pole, prepares 
for Whittemore 
interconnect

Above | Corn Belt Power transmission crews unload the largest laminate, self-supporting structure the co-op has ever set.  
The pole measures 87 feet tall, 12 inches wide and weighs 11,000 pounds. It serves as the base of a new switch two miles south  
of Whittemore. Contractors dug a hole measuring just over five feet in diameter and 18 feet deep to accommodate the pole. 



Buckel celebrates retirement
Franklin REC is planning a celebration to recognize 
the 24-year career of  Fran Buckel, general manager, 
Franklin REC.  
 
The reception will take place in conjunction with the 
Iowa Association of  Electric Cooperatives annual 
meeting. Appetizers, drinks and cake will be served.

Wednesday, Dec. 2,  5 to 7 p.m.
Sheraton West Des Moines, Atrium
Please RSVP by Nov. 16 to Katrina Davis at 
kdavis@iowarec.org

■

News P      oised and ready to lead with a finance 
background and management training, 
Vicki Daily began work as general 

manager at Grundy County REC on Oct. 1.
 Previously the finance and office manager for 
12 years at Chariton Valley Electric Cooperative, 
Albia, Daily has her Bachelor’s degree in 
business administration/management from 
Tarkio College, Tarkio, Mo., and an Associate’s 
degree in applied science and accounting from 
North Central Missouri College, Trenton, Mo. 
She is also a graduate of  the National Rural 
Electric Cooperative Association’s Management 
Internship Program.
 Her belief  in the value of  the cooperative 
business model first drew Daily to work at 
an electric co-op. “I always knew the REC 
in our community was a good place to work. 
The people at the co-op work together for the 
good of  the membership. It’s not about the 
bottom line, but about serving the members and 
keeping the lights on,” she explains.
 After four years of  work at North Central 
Missouri Electric, Milan, Mo., followed by her 
position at Chariton Valley, Daily felt ready to 
expand her leadership role at a cooperative. “My 
education and experience led me in the direction 
to be a manager. My goal was always to serve 
members to the best of  my ability.”
 Daily is especially looking forward to 
continuing her involvement in economic 
development. Previously, she served on the 
Sullivan County Development Board, Milan, 
Mo., working to bring jobs to the rural area. She 
has also been active in her community, helping 
solicit funds for a new community center and 
serving on a local theater board of  directors. 
 Daily and her husband Patrick recently 
moved to Grundy Center. They have two sons: 
Christopher and his family live in Fulton, Mo., 
and Brandon and his family live in Burlington. 
“I’m excited to be here in this position. I’ve 
always lived in a small town and like the close-
knit rural community.”

in Brief
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New manager starts  
at Grundy County REC

Daily joins co-op
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Heritage Center

Grundy County Heritage Center  
receives loan funds
Grundy County REC loaned $100,000 
and Corn Belt Power loaned $150,000 
to the Grundy County Heritage Center 
from the co-ops’ respective Revolving 
Loan Funds to assist with the center’s 
new expansion currently underway. 
The 2,400-square-foot project includes 
new restrooms and expanded retail 
space as well as a 65-foot decorative 
windmill.
 The loan closing took place on 
Sept. 22. The Heritage Center is 
located at the intersection of  Highway 
20 and Highway 14, near Grundy 
Center. 
 The center first opened in 2006 and features Godfather’s Pizza, Arby’s, retail gift shop, 
convenience store and BP gasoline.

Co-ops award loans to hotel
Corn Belt Power Cooperative and 
Prairie Energy Cooperative each 
loaned $150,000 from their Revolving 
Loan Funds to the Clarion Hotel 
Group, LLC, for the Boulders Inn & 
Suites hotel, Clarion. The loans were 
closed Sept. 29.
 The hotel has 33 rooms and 
features a fitness room, complimentary 
breakfast/dining area, bar, guest 
laundry and patio. The cooperatives 
partnered with First State Bank, 
Clarion, to finance the project.
 The hotel opened for business June 
16. It is located at 500 Central Avenue, 
Clarion.

Clarion Boulders Inn hotel
Above | Pictured, from left, are Sherri O’Brien, First State 
Bank; Belva German, Prairie Energy Cooperative; Kelly Switzer, 
Boulders Inn & Suites; Lisa Hagie, Clarion Hotel Group, LLC; 
Brittany Dickey, Corn Belt Power; and Nick Houston, Boulders 
Inn & Suites.

Above | Attending the loan closing are, from left, Brittany 
Dickey, Corn Belt Power; Curt Mackie and Jim Dworzak, Grundy 
County Heritage Center; and Rick Whalen, Grundy County REC.
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The power of human connections

Jason Thorson, upper right, energy advisor, Iowa Lakes Electric Cooperative, 
demonstrates the Touchstone Energy value of  commitment to community by 
volunteering as a baseball coach.

 He says about his choice to volunteer his time, “I like to be involved with my kids.”

 

Touchstone Energy Co-op Values    |     Integrity | Accountability | Innovation | Commitment to Community
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Corn Belt Power electrical maintenance crews  
prepare to install a new circuit breaker at the Wisdom 
Unit 1 Switching Station. Crews returned the plant to  
full service in just two days despite a driving wind. 

facebook.com/cornbeltpower @ CornBeltPower

Congratulations to Marena Fritzler, 
graphic designer, whose photo was 
chosen as the winner in the Summer 

Photo Contest sponsored by the Iowa 
Association of  Electric Cooperatives. Her 
photo of  Corn Belt Power Cooperative linemen 
during safety training was chosen to appear 
on the cover of  the October 2015 issue of  
“Living with Energy in Iowa” to help celebrate 
National Co-op Month.

Fritzler wins contest with photo of 
Corn Belt Power linemen


