
Corn Belt Power Cooperative held its 
annual meeting on Wednesday, April 
3 inside the Best Western Starlite 

Village in Fort Dodge.
 The meeting’s theme – “Transforming 
How We Serve” – reflected on events 
from 2018, including the addition of  new 
transmission infrastructure and growth 
of  commercial and industrial load on 
member cooperatives’ lines. Scott Stecher, 
president, board of  directors, and Ken 
Kuyper, executive vice president and general 
manager, gave updates on the cooperative. 
The two highlighted ways the organization 
is reaching its mission to provide safe, 
reliable and affordable electricity to 
member-cooperatives. 
 This year’s annual meeting theme was 
apparent throughout 2018 as Corn Belt 
Power continually has to transform how it 
serves member-cooperatives.
 “In 2018, low market prices had an 
impact on the Duane Arnold Energy 
Center, Iowa’s only nuclear plant, jointly 
owned by Corn Belt Power, CIPCO and 
NextEra Energy,” Kuyper said in his 
address. “With low market prices making 
the nuclear unit less competitive, we learned 
in 2018 that NextEra and Alliant Energy 
have negotiated an early closure of  the plant 
in 2020.”
 Kuyper noted the co-op’s strong 
relationship with Basin Electric as a Class 
A member has helped soften the blow of  
DAEC’s closure. 
 “Any negative power supply impact of  
the early 2020 closure has been mitigated 
through Corn Belt Power’s membership 
in Basin Electric, which has adequate 
supplies of  generation to cover all member 
cooperatives’ needs,” he said. 

 Stecher’s speech touched on the growth 
of  renewable generation in Corn Belt 
Power’s energy portfolio. However, Stecher 
says fossil fuel generation sources are still 
needed to provide baseload power. 
 “Because of  tax credits, low cost wind 
power is now a major player in our energy 
mix,” he said. “Coal is still our anchor. Until 
our industry transforms even further and 
battery storage becomes a realistic option, 
coal and other fossil fuel resources will need 
to be part of  the mix.”
 Directors representing the following 
cooperatives were elected: Gary Poppe, 
Butler County Rural Electric Cooperative; 

LaVerne Arndt, Calhoun County Rural 
Electric Cooperative Association; 
Dale Schaefer, Franklin Rural Electric 
Cooperative; Jerry Beck, Iowa Lakes Electric 
Cooperative; Charlie Gilbert, Midland 
Power Cooperative; David Onken, Raccoon 
Valley Electric Cooperative
 Officer positions remained unchanged 
after the meeting. Positions are as follows:

  Scott Stecher, President
  Dale Schaefer, Vice Preident
  David Onken, Treasurer
  Jerry Beck, Secretary
  Larry Rohach, Assistant Secretary/ 

    Treasurer

Above | Corn Belt Power Cooperative’s board of directors gather after the cooperative’s annual meeting: back row, from left, 
Dale Schaefer, vice president, Franklin REC; Scott Stecher, president, Prairie Energy Cooperative; Gary Poppe, Butler County REC; 
Jerry Beck, secretary, Iowa Lakes Electric Cooperative; middle row, from left, Brad Honold, North Iowa Municipal Electric Cooperative 
Association; David Onken, treasurer, Raccoon Valley Electric Cooperative; Larry Rohach, assistant secretary/treasurer, Grundy County 
REC; LaVerne Arndt, Calhoun County REC; and front row, Charles Gilbert, Midland Power Cooperative.
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America’s demographics are changing 
and so is its economy. At least, that’s  
  according to Corn Belt Power’s 

annual meeting speaker Todd Buchholz. 
 Buchholz, an economist, capped off  this 
year’s annual meeting with a keynote address 
on the economy. He focused on America’s 
debt. He says programs like social security 
and medicare need to be looked at. 
 “This is not my forecast,” he said. “This 
is fact. Today, we have more golf  courses 
than McDonalds (restaurants) in America. 
That’s the change in demographics. Franklin 

Roosevelt set up social security in the 1930’s. 
He sets the retirement age at 65. Why? In 
the 1930’s, the average 65-year-old was dead. 
Franklin Roosevelt did not live to see age 65, 
he died at 64.”
 Buchholz says in the 1940’s, there were 
roughly 40 workers per one retiree. Today, 
the number is two workers per retiree. 
 “The numbers just don’t work,” he said. 
 Buchholz admits that’s a bleak statement, 
but he says not all is gloomy. 
 “There is a baton being passed at this 
moment in the economy,” he said. “So far 

we’ve had two batons passed in the recovery 
since the great recession.”
 Buchholz believes consumers hold the 
key to taking the baton and running with the 
United States economy. 
 “We finally have a pulse in restaurants,” he 
said. “Consumers are buying ‘soft’ goods as 
opposed to the big heavy equipment (items) 
they were buying earlier in the recovery. Is 
this enough to keep the recovery going? 
Can you have an economic recovery in the 
U.S. continue when autos and housing have 
plateaued and the world economy is still 
looking kind of  flat? The answer is yes. But, 
it means instead of  growing at three-percent, 
we’ll be growing around 2.4-percent.”
 Buchholz noted, of  course, he could be 
wrong. He says there’s a good economic 
marker to watch out for. 
 “If  we start seeing shares of  Capital One 
Financial decline more than other financial 
institutions and worse than the S&P 500, 
that is a sign that consumers don’t in fact, 
have the wherewithal to take the baton and 
run.”
 Buchholz touched on other aspects of  the 
economy, including renewable energy and 
the Green New Deal. 
 For more on Buchholz, visit his website at 
www.toddbuchholz.com. 

Above | Todd Buchholz, renowned economist, was the keynote speaker at Corn Belt Power's annual meeting. Buchholz spoke on 
the  anxiety of the American taxpayer.  

Renowned economist speaks on U.S. economy
Looking at the numbersLooking at the numbers

Corn Belt Power Cooperative was 
presented with an IADG Impact 
Award for leadership development 

at its annual meeting in April. Corn Belt 
Power’s efforts include an outstanding 
key accounts program, participation and 
utilization of  the USDA Rural Economic 
Development Loan & Grant Program, the 
Corn Belt Power Fund, and investment in 
industrial parks, sites and spec buildings. 
 Two key staff  were recognized for 
achievement and contribution both 
in Iowa and nationally. Jim Vermeer, 
VP of  Business Development, was 
honored at the 2018 National Rural 
Economic Development Association 
(NREDA) Annual Conference for 
completing nearly a decade serving on 
the NREDA Board. He was recognized 
as the NREDA Economic Development 
Professional of  the Year in 2011 and 
served on numerous committees and 

in several leadership roles, including 
President in 2017. Brittany Dickey, 
Development Finance Director, was also 
recognized with the President’s Award for 
outstanding leadership. IADG’s Bruce 
Nuzum and Brittany Dickey developed 
a workshop to train members on the 
fundamentals of  Revolving Loan Fund 

administration. The workshops were 
presented across the state of  Iowa and 
because of  the strong curriculum and 
program participation, they were asked 
to adapt the presentation for audiences in 
South Dakota and Indiana. Brittany has 
also been elected for a three-year term on 

the NREDA Board. 

Corn Belt Power honored with impact award

Above | Corn Belt Power Cooperative was presented with an Iowa Area Development Group Impact Award for project 
development at the cooperative’s annual meeting April 3.  Pictured from left, Rand Fisher, president, IADG; Brittany Dickey, 
development finance director; Jim Vermeer, vice president, business development; Scott Stecher, board president; and Ken 
Kuyper, executive vice president and general manager.
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in brief
Franklin County REC hosts members at Annual Meeting
  More than 200 people attended Franklin County REC’s Annual Meeting on 
April 2, 2019. A total of  91 members registered at the event, receiving attendance 
gifts that included a stainless steel tumbler. 
 Attendees enjoyed sliced beef  and bar-b-que pork sandwiches, baked beans, 
potato salad, green beans, rotelli salad and dessert. Five $25 cash prize winners 
were drawn and two, two-person Energy Trail Bus Tours were also handed out. 
 Dave Keninger and John Snyder were reelected to Franklin REC’s board. 
Gordon Greimann, president; John Snyder, vice president; Dave Keninger, 
secretary/treasurer were elected to officer positions. 

Iowa Lakes hosts Annual Meeting on Friday, April 5
 Motivational speaker Chris Norton gave a riveting, edge-of-your-seat keynote 
address at Iowa Lakes Electric Cooperative’s annual meeting in early April. 
 Norton, a former football player at 
Luther College in Decorah, Iowa, was 
told he had a three-percent chance of  
never walking again following an injury 
on the field. Norton went on to walk 
across the stage at his college graduation 
and walk his wife down the aisle. His 
uplifting speech focused on positive 
thinking and the impact attendees can have 
on those closest to them. 
 At the meeting, members reelected 
Trent Will and David Friedrich to the 
board of  directors. Officers remained 
the same. Members received a Taste of  
Iowa jam and honey jar as an attendance 
gift. Those in attendance heard reports 
from President/CEO Rick Olesen, Board 
Chair Jerry Beck, Secretary Trent Will, 
Treasurer Alan Madden, the 2018 Youth Tour Representatives and ILEC’s first 
Youth Tour delegate Myron Pingle. 

Kuyper speaks at Butler County REC Annual Meeting
 More than 270 Butler County REC members attended the co-ops annual 
meeting, Saturday, April 6. Corn Belt Power Cooperative’s Executive Vice 
President and General Manger Ken Kuyper addressed those in attendance. Kuyper 
gave a Corn Belt Power year-in-review. 
 Gary Poppe, Steve Boevers 
and Allyn Harms were reelected 
to Butler County REC’s board of  
directors. Members also voted in 
favor of  two bylaw changes. Those 
two amendments dealt with the 
modification of  voting procedures 
allowing for vote by mail and 
potential electronic voting and 
specific director qualifications. 
 Seven hundred dollars in cash prizes were given away at the meeting. Attendees 
were given a 25-foot extension cord as an attendance gift. A lunch of  pork 
tenderloin, cheesy potatoes, beans, macaroni salad and dessert was served.

Above | Chris Norton delivers keynote address 
at Iowa Lakes Electric Cooperative's annual 
meeting. Norton was paralyzed in a football 
incident and was told he'd never walk again. 

Above | Butler REC members learn about safety at the 
co-op annual meeting in early April. 

ILEC annual meeting

Safety demonstration

Fritzler, Corn Belt Power 
wins awards

Corn Belt Power’s corporate relations 
department was recognized in April with 
two Spotlight on Excellence Awards. 

 Corn Belt Power won a silver award in two 
categories: Best Annual Report to Members for the 
Powerful New Prospectives 2017 annual report and 
Most Innovative Use of  Digital Communications for 
The Power is Yours video campaign. 
 “It’s exciting to see Corn Belt Power’s work 
honored by NRECA and the Council of  Rural 
Electric Communicators,” said Ryan Cornelius, 
manager, corporate relations, Corn Belt Power.   
 “Kathy Taylor, who has since retired, and Marena 
Fritzler, deserved the awards. Their work keeping 
our member-cooperatives and their members 
informed has always been top notch. Corn Belt 
Power’s yearly annual report is viewed across the 
cooperative network as one of  the best in the country.”

 Corn Belt Power Cooperative and its 
member co-ops teamed up with Basin Electric 
Power Cooperative to create the educational online 
video campaign titled, “The Power Is Yours.” The 
campaign was released online mid-August 2018 to 
explain what makes cooperatives different from 
other utilities. 
 The 2017 annual report Powerful New 
Perspectives, focuses on how Corn Belt Power must 
look at generation supply, transmission infrastructure 
and load growth from new angles and with different 
views while continuing to focus on the co-op’s 
mission, partnering with member cooperatives to 
enhance the quality of  life in our communities. 

Spotlight Awards
Above | Corn Belt Power won two Spotlight on Excellence awards in 2018. 
The co-op's annual report and digital communications earned awards from 
NRECA and the Council of Rural Electric Communicators. 

Powerful New Perspectives annual report
https://bit.ly/2UCxTwb

The Power Is Yours video campaign
youtube.com/CornBeltPower/videos



The power of human connections

Jim Mertz, electrical maintenance foreman, Corn Belt Power Cooperative, pictured left, and his wife 
Kerri, executive assistant, not pictured, demonstrate the Touchstone Energy value of  commitment 
to community by volunteering as coaches of  the Two Rivers Junior Pistol Club. The two are  

     National Rifle Association certified instructors who teach the basic pistol course in the Humboldt 
area. The 10-week program focuses on safety, how to shoot and a shooting action course. During this 
particular session, the two coached six students ages 14 through college. At the completion of  the 
course, the students receive a certificate and once they turn 21 will be eligible for a conceal carry permit.
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Ken Kuyper, general manager and executive vice 
president, Corn Belt Power Cooperative, delievers 
his manager's report at Corn Belt Power's annual 
meeting April 3. Kuyper spoke on transforming how 
the cooperative serves following DAEC's closure. 
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Watch the decades-old Wisdom Station ash silo come down from 
different vantage points. The ash silo is no longer necessary for plant 
operations. The plant now runs on fuel oil and natural gas.

youtube.com/cornbeltpower

NEW: Wisdom Station Ash silo 
demolition

facebook.com/cornbeltpower

April Touchstone Energy Volunteer Challenge winner | Lori Roose, accounting clerk, 
Butler County REC, donated her $100 drawing prize to the Waverly Area Swim Club.


