
New transmission, load growth  
highlight Corn Belt Power annual meeting
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Above | Corn Belt Power Cooperative’s board of directors gathers after the cooperative’s annual meeting: front row, from left, 
Scott Stecher, president, Prairie Energy Cooperative; Brad Honold, North Iowa Municipal Electric Cooperative Association; David 
Onken, treasurer, Raccoon Valley Electric Cooperative; Terry Finley, Calhoun County REC; back row, from left, Gary Poppe, Butler 
County REC; Larry Rohach, assistant secretary/treasurer, Grundy County REC; Charles Gilbert, Midland Power Cooperative; Dale 
Schaefer, vice president, Franklin REC; and Jerry Beck, secretary, Iowa Lakes Electric Cooperative.

Board of directors

Powerful New Perspectives” was the 
theme for the 71st Corn Belt Power 
Cooperative Annual Meeting April 4 

at the Best Western Starlite Village, Fort 
Dodge. The meeting’s theme reflected on 
events from 2017, including the addition 
of  new transmission infrastructure and 
growth of  commercial and industrial load 
on member cooperatives’ lines.
 Corn Belt Power recorded strong 
kilowatt-hour sales in 2017, with a total of  
1,947 million kilowatt-hours of  electricity 
sold to its member systems, down slightly 
from the 2016 record-high sales total of  
1,962 million kilowatt-hours. 
 Corn Belt Power’s 2017 system peak 
occurred on Nov. 6 at 6 p.m., reaching 
over 325 megawatts. The fall peak reflected 
crop drying during a later-than-typical 
corn harvest. Unusually cold weather also 
contributed to the peak total.
 During the meeting, patronage checks 
were distributed to member cooperatives, 
totaling $1,288,420 from 2004, 2005 and a 
portion of  2006 deferred patronage.
  Scott Stecher, president, Corn Belt 
Power board of  directors, spoke about 
the importance of  growth in commercial 
and industrial load served by member 
cooperatives. He said, “Although historically 
Corn Belt Power and its members served 
primarily small farms and residences in rural 
Iowa, our new perspective today shows that 
more than 67 percent of  the power our 
member co-ops sell serves commercial and 
industrial accounts. We’ve seen significant 
growth in electric sales to the poultry 
industry, pork production and ethanol 
plants.” 
 Kenneth Kuyper, executive vice president 
and general manager, discussed how low 

electricity market prices affect operation of  
coal-fired power plants. He said, “Although 
changes in the energy market have affected 
how we operate our generation, one 
thing that remains constant is the value 
of  diversity in our fuel sources. Diversity 
allows us to respond to constantly evolving 
perspectives on what fuel source is the most 
valuable at any given point in time.”
 During the business meeting, member 
cooperatives re-elected Larry Rohach as 
the director representing Grundy County 
REC, and Brad Honold as the director from 
North Iowa Municipal Electric Cooperative 
Association.
 Officers elected during the 
reorganizational meeting following the 

annual meeting were Stecher, Clarion, 
Prairie Energy Cooperative, president; Dale 
Schaefer, Rockwell, Franklin REC, vice 
president; Jerry Beck, Spencer, Iowa Lakes 
Electric Cooperative, secretary; David 
Onken, Glidden, Raccoon Valley Electric 
Cooperative, treasurer; Larry Rohach, 
Reinbeck, Grundy County REC, assistant 
secretary/treasurer; Kuyper, executive vice 
president and general manager; Karen 
Berte, senior vice president, finance 
and administration; Kevin Bornhoft, 
vice president, engineering and system 
operations; Kathy Taylor, vice president, 
corporate relations; Mike Thatcher, vice 
president, generation; and Jim Vermeer, vice 
president, business development.
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Developments in technology will 
likely result in dramatic advances 
in our ability to solve technical 

problems that face humankind, according to 
Byron Reese, futurist and guest speaker at the 
Corn Belt Power Cooperative annual meeting 
April 4 in Fort Dodge.
 Reese, an entrepreneur with numerous 
business launches and initial public offerings 
in his background, claimed that there have 
been just three points in human history when 
technology produced major changes: When 
language and fire were first used 100,000 
years ago; when advances in agriculture led 
to accumulated wealth; and when writing and 
the wheel were discovered 5,000 years ago.
 Now, Reese said, we are on the cusp of  
a change for the fourth time at a level that 
has happened only three times before. That 
change is being advanced by computers used 
to outsource human thinking and robotics 
created to do what human bodies do.
 Reese cited Moore’s Law, authored by 
Gordon Moore, physicist and co-founder 

of  Intel Corporation. Moore’s Law states 
that computer power doubles every two 
years. With that theory, Reese claimed that all 
purely technical problems will be solved by 
new technology.
 “Now the greatest challenge we face is 
to become better people. Technology can’t 
solve that – it can’t eliminate things like 
greed and racism and hatred. But it can solve 
technical problems like disease. Every year 
we double our ability to defeat disease. In 25 
years, there is the real possibility that we will 
never die.
 “Aging is a technical problem. With 
technology, we can eliminate cancer and 
Alzheimer’s and Parkinson’s that happen 
with aging. We will see the end of  hunger, 
with the price of  food continuing to fall. We 
may see the end of  poverty, with 85 percent 
of  economic growth coming from new 
technology. These are all technical problems 
that technology will solve,” Reese said.
 Reese showed a Radio Shack newspaper 
ad from 1996 that listed answering machines, 

computers, calculators, video cameras, CD 
players, radios, cameras and phones for sale. 
“These are all things that were replaced by 
just an iPhone only 10 years later, in 2006,” 
he said, emphasizing how quickly new 
technology is incorporated into daily living.
 Reese also mentioned how robots will 
contribute to the fourth major change in 
human history, noting how prosthetic limbs 
can now be controlled with a person’s mind, 
three-D printers can create artificial organs 
and body parts, and self-driving cars and 
trucks will be the norm in the near future.
 Although new technology changes jobs, 
Reese said that it does not cause people to 
lose jobs, as often claimed by those who are 
suspicious of  labor-saving advances.
 “There are robots that do the jobs people 
used to do, such as elevator operators, 
telegram delivery boys, pin boys who set 
up bowling pins, lamp lighters and street 
sweepers. But it’s a fallacy that there are 
only so many jobs. Technology makes 
highly skilled jobs and the question is not 
can a person do a new highly skilled job, 
but can a person do a job that is just a little 
harder than the previous job he or she 
had. That is the story to prosperity and full 
employment.”
 Reese acknowledged that 21st-century 
jobs will require different skill sets that use 
new technologies. “A person’s ability to teach 
himself  new things is the most important 
skill to have,” he said. 
 In conclusion, Reese restated the 
phenomenal impact computer power that 
doubles in size every two years will have 
on our society. He also made the bold 
prediction that, even with the advent of  the 
fourth major change in human history, there 
are some things that will remain the same.
 “My prediction, however, that although in 
100 years life will be very different than it is 
today, there are things that will not change. 
100 years from now, our children will still be 
reading Shakespeare,” Reese concluded.

Above | Byron Reese, futurist, tells attendees at Corn Belt Power Cooperative’s annual meeting that new technology will solve most 
of humankind’s technical problems. Approximately 150 people attended the meeting April 4 in Fort Dodge.

Technology will solve 
technical problemsFuturist:Futurist:

Corn Belt Power Cooperative was presented with an Iowa 
Area Development Group Impact Award for project 

development at the cooperative’s annual meeting April 4. 
Corn Belt Power is supporting 25 new projects, including 
the estimated $240 million new Prestage Foods of  Iowa 
plant near Eagle Grove and NEW Cooperative’s $40 million 
complex near Rowan. 
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Feldman honored with board resolution
 At its March 29 board meeting, the Corn Belt Power Cooperative board of  
directors honored retired director Donald Feldman with an official board resolution 
recognizing his service. 
 It states, “Donald L. Feldman, 
in his service as a director of  
Corn Belt Power Cooperative, 
displayed outstanding ability 
to understand and act on 
many, varied and difficult 
problems; was both diligent 
and dedicated in his study and 
efforts to serve with excellence; 
and exercised patience and 
constructive camaraderie in 
carrying out his responsibilities. 
We express for all of  Corn Belt 
Power Cooperative our sincere 
appreciation for the service of  
Donald L. Feldman as a member 
of  this board and recognize his 
devotion and dedication to serving the members of  the cooperative.”
 Additionally, at a dinner following the annual meeting April 4, Feldman was 
presented with a clock in appreciation of  his 29 years of  service on the Corn Belt 
Power board, holding the office of  president for 18 of  those years.

Markley new administrative assistant 
  Courtney Markley started with Corn Belt Power 
Cooperative April 2 in the Engineering and System 
Operations Department as an administrative assistant. 
Markley has a degree in business administration and 
management from Buena Vista University and is a 
graduate of  Humboldt High School. 

Southwest Power Pool sets wind, renewable  
penetration record 
 Southwest Power Pool set record wind penetration and 
record renewable penetration levels in the early morning on March 31. 
 The grid operator said the wind generation was around 14.5 gigawatts, or 62.13 
percent, of  the total load at 23.2 gigawatts at 1:54 a.m. March 31. When combined 
with nuclear output, the renewable generation resources contributed to about 64.7 
percent of  the total load. 
 The wind record broke the previous one set on March 17, when wind penetration 
hit as high as 60.56 percent in early morning hours, serving about 14 gigawatts of  
total load at around 23 gigawatts. 
 Earlier in March, the grid operator set a wind penetration record of  58.1 percent.

Poppe named to Corn Belt Power board
Gary Poppe, a director on the Butler County REC board since 1983, joined Corn Belt Power Cooperative’s board of  
directors at the cooperative’s March 29 meeting. Poppe raises grain, hogs and cattle on his farm near Ionia. A graduate 
of  Iowa State University, Poppe and his wife Rhonda have a son and two daughters.  ■
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Ernst, Grassley meeting
Above | Gary Poppe, director, Corn Belt Power and Butler County REC, 
greets Sen. Joni Ernst and Sen. Chuck Grassley at a meeting held during 
the NRECA Legislative Conference April 10 in Washington, D.C.

Appreciation gift
Above | Don Feldman, left, retired Corn Belt Power 
director, receives a clock in appreciation for his many years of 
service. Kerri Mertz, executive assistant, and Scott Stecher, 
board president, present the gift.

Courtney Markley

Co-op 
representatives 
meet with senators, 
congressmen

More than 50 Iowa electric 
cooperative representatives  
 participated in the 2018 NRECA 

Legislative Conference in Washington, D.C., 
April 8-11. 
 Together with more than 2,000 of  their fellow 
cooperative representatives from across the 
nation, the Iowa group lobbied all six members 
of  the Iowa congressional delegation. They 
also met with House Agriculture Committee 
staff, Department of  Energy Director of  
Public Affairs Bob Haus and Department of  
Agriculture Under Secretary Bill Northey. 
 Issues discussed included rightsizing pension 
premiums, Farm Bill reauthorization, protecting 
Iowa’s power supply, and improving rural 
infrastructure and broadband access. 
 Advocates heard speeches from high-
ranking policymakers including Department of  
Agriculture Secretary Sonny Perdue and four 
U.S. senators. They also participated in breakout 
sessions in which NRECA staff  gave policy 
briefings and tips on how to effectively advocate 
on Capitol Hill. 
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The power of human connections

Patrick Connor, plant manager, Corn Belt Power Cooperative, demonstrates the Touchstone 
Energy value of  commitment to community by participating in the Breast Cancer Awareness 
Walk.

 He says, “We walk pretty much every year. My wife works at the cancer center as a social worker. 
I don’t think there is a family I know that hasn’t been affected by cancer of  one form or another. It’s 
good to get out and show support when possible.”
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March Touchstone Energy Volunteer Challenge winner | Mark Walsh, foreman, Iowa Lakes 
Electric Cooperative, donated his $100 drawing prize to the Emmetsburg Catholic School.

Ken Kuyper, executive vice president and general manager, Corn Belt Power 
Cooperative, talks about new perspectives in the electric utility industry during 
his presentation at the cooperative’s annual meeting April 4 in Fort Dodge. Photos 
for Corn Belt Power’s annual report were taken through glass spheres, resulting in 
inverted pictures that offer new perspective on what is being viewed.

Corn Belt
Power Cooperative
A
1300 13th Street North • PO Box 508
Humboldt, IA 50548

Kroll Bond Rating Agency recently released this notice:
“Kroll Bond Rating Agency (KBRA) has affirmed the  
 issuer credit rating of  A with a Stable Outlook to Corn 

Belt Power Cooperative (CBPC). The rating affirmation is based 
on stable operating and financial performance over the past two 
years and on KBRA’s projection that the business conditions and 
regulatory climate for the cooperative are expected to be stable over 
the near term.” 

Kroll affirms Corn Belt 
Power’s A credit rating


