
For the first time ever, the Corn Belt 
Power system hit the two billion 
kWh sold mark in 2018. 

 Last year’s sales marked a record and the 
most since 2016 when the system purchased 
just more than 1.96 billion kWh. In 2018, 
Corn Belt Power sold 2.039 billion kWh. 
 Extreme temperatures throughout the 
year played a major role in the sales record. 
Heating and cooling degree days were 
much above average. While sales were up, 
member-cooperatives were able to keep a lid 
on demand. Corn Belt Power’s peak demand 
in 2018 was set in July at 311,630 kW. Corn 
Belt Power’s average load factor was up two 
percentage points to 81 percent.
 “Two things happened to create an 
increase of  4.9-percent in sales in 2018,” 
said Karen Berte, senior vice president, 
finance, Corn Belt Power. “We anticipated 
an increase in sales due to new load. We 
budgeted for a three-percent increase in 
load. In addition, heating and cooling 
degree days were significantly above the 
2017 numbers. In fact, the cooling degree 
days were 31-percent above the 13-year 
average which, in addition to the new load, 
contributed to the record sales. We saw 
extreme temperatures throughout the year.”
 It doesn’t appear this trend will change 
anytime soon. While much of  sales depend 
on weather and temperature, load growth 
also plays a role. 
 “We have the new Prestage Foods of  
Iowa plant coming online soon,” said 
Jim Vermeer, vice president, business 
development. “This is a 23-megawatt facility 
that will employ more than 1,000 people. 
We expect the new plant to boost sales. 
However, while that’s a large load, it’s far 
from the only new and/or expanding load 

on the system. Systemwide, we’re seeing 
business owners reporting an optimistic 
view of  their future. Six in 10 businesses 
are reporting they plan to expand their 
operations, with half  of  them stating they 
may do it in the next two years.”
 Berte says the financial metrics echo what 
cooperatives are seeing in their surveys.
 “Like last year, we’re budgeting three-
percent load growth,” she said. “That’s not 
coming from residential. It’s coming from 
commercial and industrial sources which 
includes agriculture.”
 While sales were high, Corn Belt Power 
was able to use its load management 
program to reduce load during peak times. 
An average of  5,770 kw reduction was 
realized over the course of  the year. A total 

of  47 days saw load control in 2018. 
 Corn Belt Power will have a detailed look 
at sales at this year’s annual meeting on 
April 3. Read more about this year’s annual 
meeting on page three of  this newsletter.  
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Above | Extreme temperature swings and load growth led to record sales across the Corn Belt Power system in 
2018. The Corn Belt Power system purchased more than two billion kilowatt hours.

Weather, growth lead to record sales 
across Corn Belt Power system
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Grand prize winner of the 2018 
Touchstone Energy Volunteer 
Challenge announced inside. 



On Wednesday, February 20, the 
Hampton substation on Corn 
Belt Power’s transmission system 

received an upgrade. A new 161kv/69kv auto 
transformer was delivered and installed. 

 Mike Finnegan, Corn Belt Power’s 
electrical systems superintendent says it was 
time for a new transformer at the Hampton 
substation.
 “We had a component inside the old 

transformer that failed,” he said.  
 The arrival of  the new transformer was 
delayed on a few occasions, in part because 
building a piece of  equipment this size takes 
time. 
 The transformer’s dry weight is 
147,000-pounds. When fully equipped, it 
weighs more than 230,000-pounds. 
 “There are many different aspects to 
transformer constructions,” Finnegan said. 
“First, there’s a bidding process and contract 
acceptance. Then, there’s several weeks of  
engineering and drawing work that includes 
Corn Belt’s corrections and final approval. 
Once all the materials are ordered, the new 
transformer is put on a schedule to be built. 
That takes time. Once that is complete, 
the transformer needs to be tested and 
then scheduled to ship. This particular 
transformer came from south Boston, Va.”
 Hurricane Michael also played a role in 
delaying the transformer build. Parts coming 
from the southeast were delayed due to the 
massive storm that hit in October. 
 The installation of  the new transformer 
keeps with Corn Belt Power’s goal of  
enhancing reliability across our system. 

Above | Crews unload the new Hampton transformer by crane Feb. 20. The transformer weighs 147,000 pounds empty. 
Once loaded, it will weigh more than 230,000 pounds. 

gets new transformer
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memorable customer experience. 
 If  you’re interested in the program, 
please visit:

momentumisbuilding.com. 
More than 150 contractors 

from across Iowa braved the 
elements to attend the annual 

Momentum is Building Conference at 
the Sheraton West Des Moines Feb. 6-8. 
 The conference is put on by Iowa 
Cooperatives for Energy Efficiency, 
which includes Corn Belt Power. 
Momentum Is Building gives attendees 
the opportunity to gain insight into 
new techniques, see the latest building 
products, network with other building, 
electrical and HVAC professionals and 
earn continuing education credits for 
licenses or school. 
 “This is a great opportunity for 
contractors and cooperative employees 
to come together for a few days of  
learning,” said Ross Welterlen, Corn 
Belt Power’s director of  energy services 
engineering. “It’s important that we are 
all on the same page. At the end of  the 
day, it’s about saving consumers and 
members across the state of  Iowa energy 

and money.”
 This year’s conference was headlined 
by keynote speakers Randall Dean, 
Emily Kemper, Stephanie Wiese, Don 
Roth, Kevin Wheeler and Paul Long. 
 Randal Dean of  Randall Dean 
Consulting and Training spoke to the 
group on time management. He offered 
solutions to common problems that 
will help enhance productivity for small 
business owners. Emily Kemper of  
CLEAResult gave attendees a look into 
the newest smart home technologies. 
She offered ways a comprehensive 
approach to these new and emerging 
technologies can enhance business. 
 Stephanie Wiese (WIPCO), Don Roth 
(Eastern Iowa REC) and Kevin Wheeler 
(Access Energy) answered questions 
about solar energy and how contractors 
can assist homeowners. Paul Long 
capped off  the event with an inspiring 
keynote on employee engagement, 
maximizing productivity and providing a 

Momentum is Building Conference is a success

Above | From left: Energy advisors Jason Thorson,  
Iowa Lakes Electric Cooperative; Brady Boell, Raccoon Valley 
Electric Cooperative; and Mike Geerdes, Grundy County REC 
attend the annual Momentum is Building Conference on 
Feb. 6-8 in West Des Moines. The conference is hosted by 
the Iowa Cooperatives for Energy Efficiency, which includes 
Corn Belt Power Cooperative. 

Momentum is Building



Tredway wins Touchstone Energy Volunteer Challenge grand prize 
 

Shelly Tredway, manager of  
accounting, Iowa Lakes 
Electric Cooperative was the 

2018 Touchstone Energy Volunteer 
Challenge grand prize winner. By 
winning the Volunteer Challenge grand 
prize, Tredway was able to donate $500 
to her church’s Awana program. We 
asked Tredway a few questions about 
the Awana program and her thoughts 
on the Volunteer Challenge. Here’s 
what she had to say. 

How much will this mean to the 
Awana program?
 Our Awana club operates on a very 
small budget so your donation will have a huge impact on our club. The kids were 
very excited to hear that we will be able to purchase some much-needed gym 
equipment for game time. We will also be sharing part of  your generous gift with 
our sister international Awana club.

What does the Awana program do?
 Awana exists to share the gospel with children. It is a world-wide nonprofit 
ministry focused on providing Bible-based evangelism and discipleship for children 
ages two to 18. Awana gives children the opportunity to know, love and serve Jesus. 
Awana is in 123 countries with over 56,000 clubs.

How long have you been working with Awana?
 I have had the privilege and joy of  working with our Awana club since 2008. 
About half  of  our Awana children come from homes that do not attend church. 
It is exciting to introduce kids to the Bible for the first time. 
Through the years I have served in various capacities within 
the program and am currently providing administrative 
support for our Awana club.

What are your thought on the TSE Volunteer 
Challenge?
 I feel very fortunate to work for a cooperative that firmly believes in, 
supports and demonstrates the value of  “Commitment to Community.” I think it 
is great that our power suppliers also supports this value as demonstrated by Corn 
Belt’s Touchstone Energy Volunteer Challenge Program.
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Corn Belt Power’s annual meeting is just 
around the corner. 
 On Wednesday, April 3, Corn Belt’s 

members will converge on the Best Western 
Starlite in Fort Dodge to take part in the business 
of  the cooperative. The business meeting will 
begin at 10:30 a.m. in the Starlite conference 
room. 
 The cooperative will update directors, 
managers and staff  on its operations. Those 
updates will include reports from our secretary, 
treasurer, board president and executive vice 
president and general manager. 
 Corn Belt Power is also happy to welcome 
Todd Buchholz as its keynote speaker. Economist 
Todd Buchholz “lights up economics with a 
wickedly sparkling wit,” says the Associated Press 
and has been called “renowned” by the People’s 
Daily of  China. 
 The former White House senior economic 
advisor, Tiger hedge fund managing director 
and best-selling author has jousted with such 
personalities as James Carville and Ben Stein. 
His lively and informative speaking engagements 
have earned him a place in Successful Meetings 
Magazine’s “21 Top Speakers for the 21st 
Century, and his best-selling books on economics 
and financial markets have been widely translated 
and are taught in universities worldwide. 
 To learn more about Todd Buchholz, please 
visit: www.toddbuchholz.com. 

Buchholz keynote speaker

Join us for this year's 
annual meeting

Challenge winner
Above | Ryan Cornelius, manager, corporate 
relations, Corn Belt Power Cooperative presents a 
check to Shelly Tredway, manager of accounting, 
Iowa Lakes Electric Cooperative. 

Benefitting Awana program
Above | Tredway chose her church's Awana program as the recipient of the $500 donation. 
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The power of human connections

Jed Skogerboe, manager business/community development, Iowa Lakes Electric Cooperative, 
demonstrates the Touchstone Energy value of  commitment to community by volunteering for the 
Knights of  Columbus Council 5043, Estherville. 

 Skogerboe says, “I’m member of  the Knights because I believe in the principles of  charity, unity 
and fraternity. We are committed to help those with challenges for food, shelter, clothing and financial 
security. It’s a simple way for me to give back to my parish and community.” Skogerboe is pictured in 
the middle donating diapers and wipes to the Center Against Abuse and Sexual Assault. 
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February Touchstone Energy Volunteer Challenge winner | Reid Lammers, lineman, 
Iowa Lakes Electric Cooperative, donated his $100 drawing prize to the Palo Alto Pheasants Forever.

From left: Dean Jensen, line foreman, Emmetsburg; 
Jon Myer, IT administrator; and Patrick Connor, plant 
manager, Wisdom Station; take part in a game at the 
Corn Belt Power holiday party in early February. 
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During February’s board 
meeting, Corn Belt 

Power’s board voted in favor 
of  an electric vehicle  charger 
rebate. This new rebate will help 
identify where level two vehicle 
chargers are located. 
 “We want to identify where these vehicle charging stations are located,” said 
Ross Welterlen, Corn Belt Power’s director of  energy services engineering. 
“We want to stay ahead of  the game when it comes to electric vehicle charging 
stations. The first step in doing that is opening a dialogue with those who have 
them.”

Corn Belt Power board approves EV incentive


