
Corn Belt Power Cooperative 
welcomed Sen. Chuck Grassley 
to Humboldt headquarters May 

30, where he visited about energy issues 
with approximately 45 co-op employees, 
managers and directors. Grassley’s visit 
served as part of  his annual 99-county town 
meeting schedule.
 Rick Olesen, president and chief  
executive officer, Iowa Lakes Electric 
Cooperative, opened discussion explaining 
the importance of  the ethanol industry 
to Iowa’s electric cooperatives. He stated 
that 25 percent of  all the electricity Corn 
Belt Power’s member co-ops deliver serves 
ethanol plants. Olesen asked the senator 
about the status of  the Renewable Fuel 
Standard.
 Sen. Grassley commented, “This 
administrator of  the EPA has very liberally 
given waivers. He should stick to what the 
President promised in 2016 when he was 
campaigning before the Renewable Fuels 
Association, which is 15 billion gallons, 
which is what the law says.”
 Jim Vermeer, vice president, business 
development, and Brittany Dickey, 
development finance director, detailed 
Corn Belt Power’s Revolving Loan Fund 
and the projects it has assisted in northern 
Iowa. Dickey shared information on loans 
provided to Brother’s Market, Grundy 
Center; an emergency communications 
system, Humboldt County; and a Dairy 
Queen, Algona.
 Karen Berte, senior vice president, 
finance and administration, and Kevin 
Bornhoft, vice president, engineering and 
system operations, explained how Corn Belt 
Power uses Rural Utilities Service loans to 
upgrade aging transmission lines.

 Grassley commented, “The RUS loan 
program will continue. There has been 
some use of  funds in past years to duplicate 
where some areas are already getting 
broadband. I think we should emphasize 
use where there are no services.”
 Ken Kuyper, executive vice president 
and general manager, and Mike Thatcher, 
vice president, generation, discussed the 
importance of  24/7 baseload generation, 
especially in a market where tax incentives 
have created low-cost wind generation.   
 Kuyper explained that on May 14 
when the wind was not blowing, high 
temperatures resulted in Corn Belt Power 
being called to run all of  its combustion 
turbines and diesel generation – units that 
rarely operate. With early retirements of  

coal and nuclear plants, there is concern 
that the country may face a shortage of  
generation should there not be adequate 
compensation for coal and nuclear 
generation.
 Grassley commented, “It comes down to 
the tax advantages of  wind. When I started 
out, I didn’t think wind would turn out to 
be the big thing it has turned out to be. We 
will end the tax credit in 2020.
 “The war on coal is part of  the problem. 
Everybody wants to do away with coal. 
The country won’t wake up until we have 
some massive brownout that you’re talking 
about. We couldn’t predict on May 14 that 
the wind wouldn’t blow. We ought to have 
investment that is over protection against 
brownouts.”
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Above | Ken Kuyper, center, executive vice president and general manager, and Scott Stecher, right, president, board of 
directors, Corn Belt Power Cooperative, greet Sen. Chuck Grassley May 30 at Corn Belt Power headquarters. Grassley discussed 
energy issues with a group of approximately 45 co-op employees, managers and directors.
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Corn Belt Power was called to run 
nearly all of  its generating units 
May 31, including the Webster 

City Combustion Turbine, in addition to 
NIMECA’s Spencer Combustion Turbine 
and municipal diesel units. Wisdom Units 1 
and 2 were already operating with day-ahead 
notice. High temperatures and reduced wind 
generation resulted in the plants - many of  
which rarely run - being called on to operate.
 This operating situation was similarly 

experienced on May 14, when Corn Belt 
Power personnel observed a 29-cent-per-
kilowatt-hour price on the Southwest Power 
Pool (SPP) website during at least one 
instance of  high demand.
 In addition to the May 14 and 31 dates, 
Corn Belt Power’s Wisdom Station ran 
several times throughout May. Unit 1 was 
called on to operate five times in May. Unit 
2, which has a much faster response time 
than Wisdom Unit 1, had 13 starts during 

the month. Additional operation of  Wisdom 
Station continued in June when, after both 
units completed scheduled operation for 
relative accuracy test audits on June 5, SPP 
kept them online due to market conditions. 
Wisdom Unit 1 also ran June 6.
 Mike Thatcher, vice president, generation, 
explains, “We make sure we have sufficient 
power to meet members’ needs. We 
understand that, due to lower-than-expected 
wind energy being generated at times in May 
and higher-than-normal temperatures, units 
that have a fairly fast response time were 
called to operate by SPP. Wisdom 2 is made 
for that type of  operation.
  “There are benefits to starting the 
Wisdom units to keep operation sharp. The 
Webster City Combustion Turbine also 
operated those two days. That’s what it’s 
there for. It performed as we expected on 
the dates needed.”
 The phenomenon of  running plants that 
seldom operate is more likely to happen in 
a month like May when large baseload units 
may be in a planned maintenance outage, 
Thatcher explains.  
 Although summer months such as 
June and July may also have reduced wind 
and high temperatures, most planned 
maintenance outages of  large units have 
been completed by then and the plants 
should be available to operate. 

Above | The Webster City Combustion Turbine, with its new exhaust stack, was called on to operate May 14 and 31 by the Southwest 
Power Pool. Demand was high and little wind energy was available to serve loads in northern Iowa during those days.
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Stop by and learn more about co-op 
membership at the Touchstone 
Energy Cooperatives of  Iowa 

display in the Bruce L. Rastetter 4-H 
Exhibits Building at the Iowa State Fair 
Aug. 9-19. 
 Located inside the 4-H Exhibits 
Building on the south end of  the 
fairgrounds, the display showcases all 
Iowa electric cooperatives on a map of  
Iowa. Magnetic “markers” are available 
to place on the state map to show co-op 
membership. 
 Fairgoers may register to win one of  
three Instant Pot programmable cookers 
from Touchstone Energy Cooperatives 

of  Iowa. The Instant Pot is the next 
generation in kitchen appliances. 
 It combines a pressure cooker, slow 
cooker, rice/porridge cooker, cake 
maker, yogurt maker, sauté/searing 
function, steamer, warmer and sterilizer 
along with custom programming for 
pressure and non-pressure cooking. 
Favorite dishes can be made and ready 
up to 70 percent faster. 
 Three winners of  the Instant Pot will 
be chosen, at random, following the close 
of  the fair.
  Additional energy efficiency and 
savings information will be displayed in 
the booth.

Touchstone Energy promotes co-op 
membership at Iowa State Fair

Above | Two 4-H participants at the 2017 Iowa State 
Fair mark their co-op on the magnetic map inside the 
Touchstone Energy of Cooperatives of Iowa display in 
the 4-H Exhibits Building. Visit the display this year and 
register to win an Instant Pot.

4-H building



Prairie Energy re-elects directors
 Members of  Prairie Energy Cooperative re-elected three directors at the 
cooperative’s annual meeting June 6 in Belmond. Re-elected were Ted Hall, Forest 
City; Scott Stecher, Clarion; and Josh Amonson, Woolstock. Officers re-elected 
at a re-organizational meeting following the annual meeting were Marion Denger, 
Dows, president; Jim Wellik, Woden, vice president; and Donald Christopherson, 
Duncombe, secretary/treasurer.
 Attendance totaled approximately 225 with 139 members present. A pork and 
chicken meal preceded the meeting and each member received a headlight drop 
cord. Two tickets to the Basin Electric Energy Trail Tour were awarded in a drawing. 
Country artist Newil Hewitt provided entertainment and Ken Kuyper, executive vice 
president and general manager, gave the Corn Belt Power Cooperative update. 
 Energy efficiency displays compared different types of  light-emitting diode bulbs.

Corn Belt Power personnel named to committees 
 Kevin Bornhoft, vice president, engineering and system 
operations, and Larry Brusseau, compliance director, Corn Belt 
Power Cooperative, have recently been appointed to Midwest 
Reliability Organization (MRO) committees.
 Bornhoft will serve on the MRO Operating Committee, 
which deals with operations from the present to one year ahead. 
Brusseau will be a member of  the MRO Planning Committee, 
which makes plans for the reliability organization from one to 10 
years into the future.
 Both Bornhoft and Brusseau were nominated to serve and 
approved by the MRO board of  directors.

Dickey presents financial services seminar 
 Brittany Dickey, development finance director, Corn Belt Power Cooperative, 
and Bruce Nuzum, senior vice president, finance/administration, Iowa Area 
Development Group, presented a financial services training session May 17 in South 
Dakota. The Financial Analysis 
101 seminar is offered through 
the National Rural Economic 
Developers Association.
 More than 60 electric 
cooperative and economic 
development professionals met 
at Central Electric Cooperative, 
Mitchell, S.D., to learn about 
basic loan application evaluation, 
information gathering, company 
financial statement review, 
collateral options, lien position and 
loan closure.

Altman promoted at Wisdom
Effective July 1, Phillip Altman will be promoted to shift operator at Wisdom Station. He has been a control 
operator at the plant since April 2017.  ■
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Storm damage repair
Above | Corn Belt Power crews work to restore a mile of line in Floyd 
County that was downed by high winds the night of June 9.

Loan training
Above | Brittany Dickey, development finance director, 
Corn Belt Power, presents the Financial Analysis 101 
seminar May 17 to electric co-op representatives.

Kevin Bornhoft

Larry Brusseau

One mile double 
circuit line hit by storm

T   ornadic winds the evening of  June 9 
downed a mile of  Corn Belt Power 
Cooperative’s double circuit 69 kilovolt 

transmission line in Floyd County.
 The storm caused outages in five Corn Belt 
Power substations, with Midway Substation 
south of  Charles City having the longest 
outage from 5:16 to 7:57 p.m. Crews operated 
switches manually to re-energize Corn Belt 
Power facilities. MidAmerican Energy Company 
reportedly had a 161 kilovolt line hit by the 
storm.
 Linemen cleared a road that was blocked with 
broken poles. Continued wet and stormy weather 
conditions hampered work to rebuild the downed 
line, requiring a couple of  weeks to complete the 
project.



PRSRT STD
U.S. Postage

PAID
Humboldt, Iowa
Permit No. 32

The power of human connections

Rick Olesen, left, president and chief  executive officer, Iowa Lakes Electric Cooperative, 
demonstrates the Touchstone Energy value of  commitment to community by providing color  
 commentary for the KILR Radio broadcasts of  Estherville-Lincoln Central baseball games. 

 He says, “We try to provide the radio listener with a positive, interesting and entertaining 
perspective of  what the teams, coaches and athletes are trying to execute as they face off  against each 
other. The Estherville-Lincoln Center baseball team is made up of  players I have coached over the 
years, so I have a good idea of  what they are trying to accomplish on the field.”
 

R
ic

k 
O

le
se

n

youtube.com/cornbeltpower            www.cbpower.coopyoutube.com/cornbeltpower            www.cbpower.coop
@ CornBeltPower

Watts Watt is published monthly for employees and associates of Corn Belt Power Cooperative, 
1300 13th St. North, Humboldt, Iowa 50548-0508. This institution is an equal opportunity 
provider and employer.

Copyright 2018  
 Kenneth H. Kuyper, Executive Vice President and General Manager
 Kathy D. Taylor, Editor; Vice President, Corporate Relations; CCC
 Marena V. Fritzler, Graphic Designer; CCC 

WattsWattWattsWatt
Corn Belt Power Cooperative

youtube.com/cornbeltpower            www.cbpower.coop
facebook.com/cornbeltpower @ CornBeltPower

May Touchstone Energy Volunteer Challenge winner | Kerri Mertz, executive assistant, Corn Belt 
Power Cooperative, donated her $100 drawing prize to Two Rivers Junior Pistol Team.

Corn Belt Power crews construct the Prestage Family Substation 
and Switching Station, southwest of Eagle Grove. Prestage 
Foods of Iowa, which is scheduled to come online in November, 
will be the largest single load in the Corn Belt Power system.
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Watch the seven-part 
video series that tells 

the story of Iowa’s 
electric cooperatives. 

http://bit.ly/2tdK8PR


