
A new switching station under 
construction and another planned  
  for the near future will increase 

reliability in the Corn Belt Power 
Cooperative system in northwest Iowa.
 Corn Belt Power electrical maintenance, 
transmission and field engineering crews 
have been building the $1.4 million 
Okoboji Switching Station a few miles 
southeast of  Milford, which will replace a 
motor-operated switch. Three 69 kilovolt 
transmission lines will feed into the facility.
 Jerry Moritz, system electrical 
superintendent, explains, “Okoboji 
Switching Station offers improved switching 
and relay protection, which the switch did 
not have. Any issue with relay protection 
clears very fast with the new breakers.”
 A Corn Belt Power transmission study 
identified the need for the new switching 
station and its recommended placement. 
Construction started in the fall of  2014 and 
the cooperative plans to energize the facility 
by July 1.
 “We are very pleased with all the crews 
that helped in construction. We’re ahead of  
schedule and proud of  how our team works 
together,” Moritz said.
 Construction of  
the Green Industrial 
Park Switching Station, 
Spencer, will begin 
this fall. Four lines will 
come into the switching 
station — two from 
the Corn Belt Power 
system and two from Spencer Municipal 
Utilities. To be located in a new industrial 
park in southeast Spencer, the $1.2 to $1.4 
million switching station will create a loop 
in the system that improves reliability for 

both utilities.
 Corn Belt Power crews will also build this 
new facility. The same transmission study 

that identified 
the need for the 
Okoboji Switching 
Station prompted 
plans for the 
Green Industrial 
Park Switching 
Station.
 These two new 

facilities will bring the total number of  
switching stations in the Corn Belt Power 
system to 39. The most recent switching 
station added to the system was the 
Dinsdale Switching Station, built in 2012.
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Corn Belt Power crews construct the Okoboji Switching Station, southeast of Milford. The new facility replaces a motor- 
operated switch and will increase reliability in Corn Belt Power’s system.

Okoboji Switching Station

“We are very pleased with all the 
crews that helped in construction. 

We’re ahead of schedule and proud of 
how our team works together.”

– Jerry Moritz, system electrical superintendent



In June, Corn Belt Power linemen set new transmission poles 
to begin reconductoring a 20.5-mile section of  69 kilovolt 
transmission line running from Dover Switching Station, south 

of  Laurens, to Storm Lake. Crews are shortening spans where 
needed and installing heavier conductor to increase reliability and 
capacity.
 Reconductoring this section of  transmission line, originally 
built in the 1950s, was identified as a high priority due to line 
overloading in the area.
 The Humboldt and Emmetsburg line crews are setting the 
poles. All three transmission crews will be on site to string the new 
conductor.
 Reconductoring materials arrived in April and project 
completion is scheduled for this fall, pending any unforeseen 
storm repair that could require crews’ attention and postpone the 
reconductoring project.

Construction on a new 345 kilovolt transmission 
line that incorporates Corn Belt Power 
Cooperative’s 161 kilovolt line north of  

Humboldt continued in May and June, with the 
contractor EC Source using a helicopter to clip in and 
string new conductor.
 A short video showing the process can be viewed at 
youtube.com/watch?v=BD3ark9tMXg.
 The “multi-value projects” — also called MVP 3 
and MVP 4 — are being built by MidAmerican Energy 
Company and ITC Holdings Corporation to carry new 

wind energy from northwest 
Iowa. The double-

circuit line will carry 
the investor-owned 

utilities’ three 345 
kilovolt phases on one side and 

Corn Belt Power’s three 161 kilovolt phases on the 
other side.
 The contactor is currently working on a 28-mile 
stretch that leads toward Corn Belt Power’s Hope 
Switching Station southeast of  Humboldt.
 The projects will improve system reliability, relieve 
existing congestion, improve utilization of  existing 
generation, optimize wind generation placement and 
allow for regional delivery of  renewable generation.
 New 120-foot-tall steel monopoles are replacing 
Corn Belt Power’s wooden H-structures. Combined, 
MVP 3 and MVP 4 will rebuild approximately half  
of  the 161 kilovolt transmission line Corn Belt Power 

owns and maintains.
 Kevin Bornhoft, vice president, engineering and 
system operations, Corn Belt Power, explains the 
advantages of  the project: “Our conductors on some 
of  our lines are approaching 50 years old. They will be 
replaced entirely at MidAmerican’s and ITC’s cost. The 
new conductor is much larger and will almost double 
our capacity.”
 Completion of  the MVP projects is anticipated by 
May 2017.

youtube.com/cornbeltpower

NEW: Corn Belt Power 
MVP project update 

to string lineMulti-value project uses ershelicop

Above | Andy Stalzer, journeyman lineman, pulls conductor out of the way so 
ground crews can set a new pole along the Dover to Storm Lake line. Pending weather, 
crews are scheduled to finish reconductoring this section of line this fall. 

Dover to Storm Lake
reconductoring underway

Line modifications



Sorensen starts as new accountant
 Jamie Sorensen started at Corn Belt Power Cooperative June 8 as an accountant. She has a Bachelor 
of  Arts degree in accounting from Simpson College and is a Humboldt High School graduate.  ■

Prairie Energy elects new director
 Members of  Prairie Energy Cooperative re-elected two directors and newly elected a 
third at the cooperative’s annual meeting June 3 in Clarion. Ted Hall, Forest City, and Scott 
Stecher, Clarion, were re-elected to the board from District 1 and District 4, respectively. 
Joshua Amonson, Woolstock, was elected to serve as the director from District 6, filling the 
vacancy created by Kenny Mersch, Eagle Grove, who retired from the board.
 A total of  324 people 
attended with 148 members 
present. Officers re-elected 
were Marion Denger, Dows, 
president; Jim Wellik, Woden, 
vice president; Donald 
Christopherson, Duncombe, 
secretary/treasurer; and Stecher, 
assistant secretary/treasurer.
 A pork loin and chicken meal 
was served before the meeting 
and the musical duo American 
Pie provided entertainment. 
Each member received a spatula 
and a reusable grocery bag.
 Kathy Taylor, vice president, 
corporate relations, Corn Belt 
Power Cooperative, spoke about 
recent investments in Corn 
Belt Power’s facilities that will strengthen reliability of  power supply and prepare for future 
regulations.
 Displays at the meeting featured an energy bike with attached generator, LED lighting 
and energy efficiency programs.

Four NCC students receive Corn Belt Power Scholarships
 Corn Belt Power Cooperative Scholarships have been awarded to four students who 
will be enrolled this fall at Northwest Iowa Community College, Sheldon, in the Electrical 
Technology, Powerline, Powerline Technology or Substation Technician programs.
 Recipients are Chad Berrey, Albion; Joel Henely, Lake City; Bryce Kelleher, Primghar; and 
Chase Messerly, Fort Dodge.
 As a Touchstone Energy Cooperative, Corn Belt Power is committed to the communities 
it serves and to maintaining a skilled and educated workforce to serve its members well into 
the future. 
 Four separate $500 scholarships are awarded annually to individuals who have met the 
eligibility requirements. Scholarship proceeds may be used for tuition, fees and books.
 To be considered as a candidate for the Corn Belt Power Cooperative Scholarship, 
applicants must reside in a county served by a member cooperative of  Corn Belt Power, 
achieve a high school grade point average of  2.5 on a 4.0 scale, and maintain a 2.5 minimum 
grade point average at Northwest Iowa Community College.
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Newsto Note

Corn Belt Power Cooperative and 
Butler County REC loaned $100,000 
and $150,000, respectively, from their 

revolving loan funds to Davis Farm and Auto, 
Denver, Iowa, for a building expansion project. 
The business includes an auto parts store and 
vehicle and equipment repair shop. 
 The building expansion includes a 
4,300-square-foot addition to the existing shop 
and a 1,152-square-foot addition to the existing 
parts store. The business is also constructing 
a 4,320-square-foot cold storage building for 
equipment and vehicles.
 Brittany Dickey, development finance 
director, Corn Belt Power Cooperative, closed 
the loan with Jane and Byron Davis May 1.

Tyler Baxter, engineer II, has been 
notified that he passed the eight-
hour exam to receive a Professional 

Engineer license. In addition to the exam, 
Baxter had to complete at least four years’ post-
college work experience in a chosen engineering 
discipline. 

Business receives loans

Davis Farm and Auto
Above | Brittany Dickey, left, development finance director, 
Corn Belt Power Cooperative, closes a loan with Jane and Byron 
Davis, owners of Davis Farm and Auto, Denver, Iowa. The funds will 
be used for a business expansion project.

Prairie Energy meeting
Above | Prairie Energy Cooperative employees serve up a pork loin 
and chicken dinner to members attending the cooperative’s annual 
meeting June 3 in Clarion.

Baxter receives PE



 

The power of human connections

Iowa Lakes Electric Cooperative employees collected donations to give to Upper 
Des Moines Opportunity for distribution to families in need. Pam Caboth, 
executive assistant, applied for a grant from Thrivent Financial Action Team, 

where she serves as a board member, to purchase toiletry and personal hygiene items.
 Caboth, pictured left, says, “This is the second year Thrivent Financial and ILEC 
employees have worked together to help families in our area. It’s a win-win situation. 
By helping places like UDMO, we help our communities become stronger.”
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Mitch Thompson, apprentice electrician, wires 
a new circuit breaker at the Okoboji Switching 
Station, which will offer improved reliability 
and relay protection. 
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That’s the 
power of co-op 
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Visit our booth at 
the 4-H Exhibits 
Building. Register 
to win a GoPro® 
camera kit.

Members first.
Every day.


