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Above | From right, Charlie Gilbert, Corn Belt Power and Midland Power director, Jim Miller, Calhoun County REC director, 
and, at left, Paul Heineman, Midland Power director, discuss issues with Sen. Tim Kraayenbrink during a meeting with 
legislators in Fort Dodge Nov. 28.

Priorities discussed

State legislators listen
to co-op issues

Representatives from electric co-ops 
throughout Iowa held meetings with  
  their state legislators in November 

and December to keep them updated on 
current issues.
 Directors and employees from Calhoun 
County REC, Midland Power Cooperative, 
Prairie Energy Cooperative and Corn Belt 
Power Cooperative met with legislators in 
Fort Dodge Nov. 28 at the Best Western 
Starlite Village. Sen. Tim Kraayenbrink, Rep. 
Mike Sexton, Rep. Rob Bacon, Sen. Jerry 
Behn and Rep. Terry Baxter attended.
 The legislators were informed that line 
personnel safety is one of  electric co-
ops’ top priorities. Co-op representatives 
explained how they support clarifications to 
the “Move Over” law and how important 
it is for motorists to slow down when 
crews are working along roads. Co-ops also 
support use of  the Once Call system and 
would like to see uniform requirements 
developed for utilities and landowners 
regarding tree trimming.
 Legislators were asked to support 
legislation that would make machinery and 
equipment exempt from sales tax at Duane 
Arnold Energy Center, Palo, Iowa’s only 
nuclear power plant. This legislation would 
extend the same exemption to DAEC that 
other manufacturers in Iowa receive. 
 Co-ops also support a tax exemption to 
increased property tax value that results 
from installation of  geothermal heating and 
cooling systems. Such an exemption would 
encourage use of  geothermal energy, which 
is renewable and efficient.
 Several co-ops detailed their economic 
development success and use of  the 
Rural Economic Development Loan and 
Grant program from the United States 

Department of  Agriculture. Legislators 
were encouraged to support state programs 
that would complement federal economic 
development programs.
 Lastly, co-ops asked legislators to support 
the review and revision of  the purpose, 
oversight and value of  the Iowa Energy 
Center, Center for Global & Regional 
Environmental Research and energy 
efficiency reporting requirements. 
 Sen. Kraayenbrink, who serves Iowans 
in Webster, Humboldt, Pocahontas and 
Calhoun counties, commented about the 
upcoming session, “We have a mandate 
to do things that might not be politically 
correct or feel good. There’s no way we 
will please everyone. We are ready to step 
forward with a large majority mandate and 
get to work. Positive things will come out of  
the session for the consumer.”
 Several legislators mentioned the 
importance of  “common sense” when 
approving legislation and setting policy. 
Budget constraints, they mentioned, will 

have a major impact on work that gets done.
 The Iowa Association of  Electric 
Cooperatives serves as Corn Belt Power 
Cooperative’s state and federal lobbyist, 
communicating issues of  priority to 
legislators on behalf  of  Corn Belt Power 
and its member cooperatives. Corn Belt 
Power’s Government Relations Committee 
develops the cooperative’s position on 
issues expected to come before the Iowa 
General Session.
 Electric cooperatives of  Iowa will 
host a Welcome Back Reception for state 
legislators on Jan. 10 in Des Moines. In 
addition to visits to the Iowa Capitol 
throughout the General Session, REC 
Day on the Hill will take place March 22, 
during which co-op displays will feature 
safety, economic development and electric 
technologies information. Also, electric 
co-op managers will have the opportunity 
to attend a Legislative Breakfast April 12, 
shortly before the session is expected to 
wrap up for the year.



Corn Belt Power Cooperative 
will join other Iowa Touchstone 
Energy Cooperatives to sponsor 

the annual “Momentum Is Building” 
conference Feb. 9-10 at the Sheraton West 
Des Moines hotel.
 This will be the 25th Momentum is 
Building conference.
 Momentum Is Building offers up-
to-date building science information, 
practical hands-on information and new 
technology displays for building trades 
professionals – including homebuilders, 
electricians and heating-plumbing 
contractors, realtors, bankers and others 
involved in the construction/retrofitting 
industries. Rural electric cooperative 
personnel from across Iowa also attend.
 Nationally recognized speakers will 

share their knowledge, including keynote 
speaker Peter Yost, Building Green, Inc., 
Brattleboro, Vt., who will discuss “How 
Do Green Building, Energy Efficiency 
and Renewable Energy Fit Together?” 
Other conference topics include 
mechanical and electric code updates, 
deep energy retrofits, energy modeling, 
changing best practices and more. 
 Momentum Is Building includes a 
trade show where attendees can visit with 
vendors from a variety of  companies and 
find out about new products. 
 Several sessions will offer continuing 
education units for electricians and 
heating, ventilation and air conditioning 
professionals.
 For more information go to www.
momentumisbuilding.com. 

Above | From left, Larry Beilke, member service 
representative, Midland Power, and Ross Welterlen, 
energy management engineer, Corn Belt Power, discuss 
energy efficiency with an LED lighting vendor during 
the Momentum is Building conference last February. 
The 2017 conference will be held Feb. 9-10.

Conference to promote
energy-efficient home building

Loans received for 
spec building

Corn Belt Power Cooperative and Iowa 
Lakes Electric Cooperative presented 
loan checks to the Iowa Lakes 

Corridor Future Fund, LLC, for construction 
of  a new 30,000-square-foot speculative 
building to be built in East Lake Industrial 
Park, Spirit Lake. The building will be served 
by Iowa Lakes Electric Cooperative.
 Construction will begin this fall.
 Corn Belt Power and ILEC each loaned 
$180,000 from their revolving loan funds. 
ILEC also loaned $300,000 from a United 
States Department of  Agriculture grant plus 
$60,000 the co-op matched to receive the 
grant monies.

Spec building loan
Above | Kiley Miller, center, executive director, Iowa Lakes 
Corridor Development Corporation, receives loan checks from Jim 
Vermeer, left, vice president, business development, Corn Belt Power 
Cooperative, and Jed Skogerboe, manager, business/community 
development, Iowa Lakes Electric Cooperative.

Another section of  transmission line has been upgraded this year as part of  
the multi-value projects replacing Corn Belt Power Cooperative’s 161  
 kilovolt line with new line in the same right-of-way. The new double-circuit 

MVP lines carry Corn Belt Power’s three phases on one side and investor-owned 
utilities’ 365 kilovolt phases on the other.
 A section of  line that extends south from Corn Belt Power’s Hope Switching 
Station was finished this past fall. A 35-mile section of  line near Hampton that is 
being built by ITC Holdings Corporation is underway, with plans to complete the 
project in 2017.
 The MVP projects improve system reliability, relieve existing congestion, improve 

use of  existing generation, optimize wind generation placement and allow 
for regional delivery of  renewable generation. 
 New 120-foot-tall steel monopoles are replacing Corn Belt Power’s 
wooden H-structures. Combined, the two MVP projects will rebuild 
approximately half  of  the 161 kilovolt transmission line Corn Belt Power 

owns and maintains. The investor-owned utilities are 
covering the cost of  the projects.

MVP projects
continue progress



IADG honors businesses on co-op lines

The Iowa Area Development Group, on behalf  of  Iowa’s rural electric 
cooperatives, honored seven Iowa companies with the Iowa Venture Award 
Dec. 1. Three are served by Corn Belt Power member cooperatives.

 Christensen Farms & Feedlots, Garner, a member of  Prairie Energy 
Cooperative, was recognized for its addition of  a bio-security wash complex in the 
Touchstone Energy Park, Garner. The facility is the company’s sixth, and was built 
to ensure all trucks and trailers are washed in a timely manner in accordance with all 
bio-security procedures and guidelines.
 Great Lakes Communications Corp., Spencer, a member of  Iowa Lakes 
Electric Cooperative, is the largest family-owned competitive local exchange carrier 
in the nation. The company is constructing an 11,000-square-foot expansion 
to accommodate growth. In addition, a $3.5 million data center was recently 
constructed in Lake Park, providing security, storage and redundancy. 
 Concrete Machinery Inc. of  Iowa, Paton, a member of  Midland Power 
Cooperative, was recognized for its new 185,000-square-foot facility. Concrete 
Manufacturing employs 40 people and is expecting to increase to 60 employees soon. 
The company produces cement road construction equipment.

Above | Christensen Farms & Feedlots, Inc., Garner, received the 2016 Venture Award, recognizing the company for 
the addition of a bio-security wash complex to its facility. From left are Rand Fisher, IADG; Todd Foss, Prairie Energy; 
Jill Kramer, Hancock County Economic Development; Bo Wright and Kirk Brincks, Christensen Farms; Bill Northey, Iowa 
secretary of agriculture; Becky Bradburn, Prairie Energy; and Jim Vermeer, Corn Belt Power.

energy-efficient home building

 Jim Vermeer, vice president, business development, Corn Belt Power Cooperative, has been 
elected to serve as president of  the board of  directors of  the National Rural Economic Developers 
Association. 
 Elected at NREDA’s annual meeting in November, Vermeer has previously served as first and 
second vice president. His term begins Jan. 1.
 NREDA is a member organization dedicated to the advancement of  rural economic 
development through education and networking opportunities.
 Vermeer says, “NREDA creates a national focus on rural development through sharing of  ideas 
and best practices. Networking with other rural developers from across the country provides a 
resource to help strengthen development in Iowa.”

Vermeer named NREDA president
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Corn Belt Power crews 
build Ellsworth Substation

New substation built
Above | Corn Belt Power crews recently completed the Ellsworth 
Substation, which serves commercial and industrial growth. Midland 
Power supplies power to the City of Ellsworth.

Corn Belt Power Cooperative crews 
recently finished a new 69 kilovolt 
substation in Ellsworth to serve 

commercial and industrial growth in the area.
 Midland Power Cooperative serves the City of  
Ellsworth. New load in the area includes a truck 
stop, aquaculture operation, veterinary supply 
company and agriculture testing lab.
 Work on the new substation started in May. 
Installation of  a switch pole was planned for Dec. 
12. Midland Power and the City of  Ellsworth will 
then install four feeders into the substation. The 
facility is located approximately a quarter mile 
west of  the Ellsworth exit off  Interstate 35.
 Total cost of  the new substation is 
approximately $500,000.

Spec building loan
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The power of human connections

Doug LeMonds, first class lineman/safety coordinator, Calhoun County 
REC, demonstrates the Touchstone Energy value of  commitment to 
community by volunteering as a fireman in Rockwell City.

 He says, “I joined the fire department because I wanted to help out in the 
community and help others. I’ve also made new friends and met new people and 
hope to be a positive role model to my children.”D
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youtube.com/cornbeltpower            www.cbpower.coop
Above | Jennifer Arndorfer, human resources specialist, organizes donations from Corn Belt Power 
employees that will be given to people in need. 

Christmas donation

youtube.com/cornbeltpower            www.cbpower.coop
@ CornBeltPower
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