
Commitment to community was 
at the forefront when Iowa’s top 
leadership visited Corn Belt Power 

Cooperative in December. 
 Iowa Gov. Kim Reynolds and Lt. Gov. 
Adam Gregg made a stop at Corn Belt 
Power Cooperative on Thursday, Dec. 13. 
The pair’s visit was part of  a larger tour to 
touch base with rural constituents following 
their November general election win. 
 Corn Belt Power employees, board 
members and distribution managers briefed 
Reynolds and Gregg on issues including 
economic development, power supply, 
the cooperative difference, electric vehicle 
charging stations, vegetation management 
and energy efficiency. 
 Vice President of  Business Development 
Jim Vermeer updated Reynolds and Gregg 
on Corn Belt Power and its member 
cooperatives’ development activities, 
highlighted by the Prestage Foods of  Iowa 
project in Prairie Energy Cooperative’s 
service territory. 
 “There are a lot of  companies that will 
follow Prestage. Prestage is very exciting,” 
he said. “To see the growth there is 
phenomenal.”
 Development Finance Director Brittany 
Dickey took Reynolds and Gregg through 
Corn Belt Power’s revolving loan fund and 
urged the two to continue to support the 
Rural Economic Development Loan and 
Grant program (REDLG). 
 “For rural Iowa, it’s one of  the key 
programs that’s utilized,” Dickey said. “We 
have made loans to 116 projects at the Corn 
Belt level totaling more than $17 million. 
Our member cooperatives all have revolving 
loan funds as well, totaling more than $12 
million.”

 Dickey explained to Reynolds and Gregg 
that the program provides assistance to 
everything from meat lockers to medical 
clinics. Through the program, the Corn Belt 
system has been able to create and retain 
more than 2,000 jobs. 
 “The Stanhope meat locker, if  you’re ever 
there, stop in,” Dickey said. “This little meat 
locker went from one and a half  employees 
to 13.”
 With help from Jim Gossett, Raccoon 
Valley Electric Cooperative CEO, Reynolds 
and Gregg learned that the REDLG 
program isn’t just for businesses on co-op 
lines. 
 “They don’t have to be on our system 
in order to receive help,” Gossett said. 
“Whether it’s pass-through loans or 
big loans, they create jobs in these 
communities.”
 Reynolds praised the state’s economic 
development efforts and said low-cost 
power is a big part of  its success. 
 “I’m just here to say thank you,” she said. 
“That’s one of  the reasons we get out. We’re 

both from rural Iowa. It’s really important 
for our state to be successful. It just can’t 
happen in pockets, it has to happen in 
every single corner. That’s where as a state, 
we can really stand tall and proud and say, 
you know, we’re doing the right things. It’s 
incredible to hear what’s happening.”
 The group updated Reynolds and Gregg 
on a few other issues. Those include 
infrastructure issues relating to electric 
vehicle charging stations, vegetation 
management and easements, tax credits 
for geothermal systems and FEMA 
reimbursements.
 Reynolds left Corn Belt with a few 
parting words, thanking the cooperatives for 
what they do. 
 “One of  our biggest calling cards is the 
low cost of  energy, our renewables and 
diverse portfolio,” she said. “It’s an honor 
to have the opportunity to continue to serve 
in this capacity. We’re going in the right 
direction. Congratulations and keep up the 
great work. This is really exciting.”

Corn Belt Power hosts Iowa Gov. Reynolds
and Lt. Gov. Gregg
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Above | Gov. Kim Reynolds visited Corn Belt Power on Thursday, Dec. 13. (L-r) Brittany Dickey, Jim Vermeer and Dale Schaefer 
speak with her following her 30-minute discussion with co-op employees, directors and distribution managers.
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At the 
Corn 
Belt 

Power board 
meeting Nov. 30 
in Humboldt, 
LaVerne Arndt 
was seated as 
the director 
representing 
Calhoun County REC. Arndt fills the 
position of  Terry Finley, who passed away 
Oct. 26.
 A co-op member since 2001, Arndt has 
served on Calhoun County REC’s board 
since 2013. He currently is vice president. 
He farms near Sac City and also serves on 
the Iowa Soybean Association board of  
directors.

The 
Calhoun 
County 

REC board 
of  directors 
has selected 
Keaton Hildreth, 
previously 
administration 
manager/
member services director, to serve as 
chief  executive officer of  the cooperative. 
Employed at the co-op for the past four 
years, Hildreth grew up in the Rockwell 
City community on Calhoun County REC 
lines.
 Prior to joining the cooperative, he was 
an agriculture education instructor in the 
Spencer Community School District.
 Hildreth is a graduate of  Iowa State 
University, Ames. A resident of  Rockwell 
City, he serves as president of  the 
Calhoun County Economic Development 
Corporation and as a board member of  
the Midwest Iowa Growth Partnership. He 
is married with two children. 

Hildreth 
new CEO

Arndt 
new director
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Cornelius new department head
 Ryan Cornelius started Dec. 3 in the 
Corporate Relations Department as manager, 
corporate relations. He has a degree in 
communication from Wichita State University 
and is a certified cooperative communicator.  
For the past 7 and a half  years, Cornelius has 
worked in communications at two Missouri 
cooperatives, Crawford Electric Cooperative 
and Co-Mo Electric Cooperative. He and his 
wife, Adi, have a two-year-old daughter, Stella, 
and will be relocating to Humboldt.

NREDA awards presented
 Brittany Dickey, development finance director, Corn Belt Power Cooperative, 
was recognized as the 2018 National Rural Economic Developers Association 
(NREDA) President’s Award recipient at the association’s annual conference 
Nov. 8.  Recipients are those individuals who have demonstrated outstanding 
leadership in their 
economic development 
positions, shown 
leadership to the 
organization through 
committee work or 
at the board level and 
have gone above and 
beyond in their efforts 
on NREDA’s behalf  to 
grow the economy of  
rural America.
 Dickey was also 
elected to the NREDA 
board of  directors.
 During the 
conference, Jim 
Vermeer, vice 
president, business 
development, Corn 
Belt Power, was 
recognized for his service on the NREDA board of  directors.
 Vermeer became an NREDA member nearly two decades ago and joined the 
board in 2009. His passion for NREDA focused on enhancing value, encouraging 
engagement and creating networking opportunities. In 2011, Vermeer was 
recognized as the Economic Development Professional of  the Year.

Chesler transfers to Humboldt crew
 Devin Chesler, apprentice lineman, transferred to the Humboldt transmission crew Jan. 1. Devin has been a 
member of  the Emmetsburg transmission crew since starting at Corn Belt Power in 2017.■
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Prestage is Outstanding 
Business of the Year

Four businesses served by member 
cooperatives in the Corn Belt Power 
Cooperative system were honored 

Dec. 6 with Venture Awards from the Iowa Area 
Development Group (IADG).
 Prestage Foods of  Iowa is the recipient of  
the “Outstanding Business of  the Year” Iowa 
Venture Award. Prestage is nearing completion 
of  its $325 million state-of-the-art processing 
plant near Eagle Grove. The facility has been 
called the most advanced processing facility in 
the world. Prestage is served by Prairie Energy 
Cooperative. 
 Eagle’s Catch Fish Farm, Ellsworth, invested 
approximately $12 million to construct a large-
scale tilapia production facility in the Ellsworth 
Industrial Park. Eagle’s Catch is served by 
Midland Power Cooperative. 
 Martin Marietta, with a location in Gilmore 
City, is a leading supplier of  building materials, 
including aggregates, cement, ready mixed 
concrete and asphalt. Martin Marietta is served 
by Iowa Lakes Electric Cooperative.
 Owners of  Waspy’s Truck Stop invested 
more than $7 million to create the company’s 
Templeton location. The facility provides a full-
service cafe, groceries, spirits den, cigar humidor, 
fuel and car wash. Waspy’s is served by Raccoon 
Valley Electric Cooperative. 

President’s Award
Above | Brittany Dickey, left, development finance director, Corn 
Belt Power, receives the NREDA President’s Award from Bruce Nuzum, 
president, NREDA.

Venture Awards
Above | Those attending the IADG award presentation Dec. 6 
include Mike Naig, Iowa secretary of agriculture, center; members 
of the Prestage family, on either side of Naig; and Jim Vermeer and 
Brittany Dickey, Corn Belt Power, second and third from right.



PRSRT STD
U.S. Postage

PAID
Humboldt, Iowa
Permit No. 32

The power of human connections

John Quasdorf, line superintendent, Franklin REC, demonstrates the Touchstone Energy value 
of  commitment to community by coaching in the Hampton-Dumont Youth Sports Foundation 
football program.

   He says, “I coach as a way of  giving back, since football has meant so much to me. I enjoy 
giving kids a good experience and seeing their growth throughout the two years we have them and 
then watching them as they continue to play years later. It’s gratifying to have them recognize me when 
I see them years later.”Jo

hn
 Q

ua
sd

or
f

youtube.com/cornbeltpower            www.cbpower.coopyoutube.com/cornbeltpower            www.cbpower.coop
@ CornBeltPower

Watts Watt is published monthly for employees and associates of Corn Belt Power Cooperative, 
1300 13th St. North, Humboldt, Iowa 50548-0508. This institution is an equal opportunity 
provider and employer.

Copyright 2019  
 Kenneth H. Kuyper, Executive Vice President and General Manager
 Kathy D. Taylor, Co-editor; Vice President, Corporate Relations; CCC
 Ryan Cornelius, Co-editor; Manager, Corporate Relations; CCC
 Marena V. Fritzler, Marketing Director; CCC 

WattsWattWattsWatt
Corn Belt Power Cooperative

youtube.com/cornbeltpower            www.cbpower.coop
facebook.com/cornbeltpower @ CornBeltPower

November Touchstone Energy Volunteer Challenge winner | Eric Olesen, GIS system 
administrator, Iowa Lakes Electric Cooperative, donated his $100 prize drawing to Redeemer Lutheran Church, Estherville.

Touchstone Energy directors elected

Tresa Hussong, vice president, customer/corporate 
relations, Iowa Lakes Electric Cooperative, has 
been re-elected to a second three-year term on 

the Touchstone Energy Cooperatives board of  directors. 
Hussong was nominated by Corn Belt Power Cooperative, 
one of  28 regional members in the Touchstone Energy 
system. The election was held Dec. 12.
 Norm Fandel, vice president of  business development/
member services, Midland Power Cooperative, has also been 
re-elected to a second three-year term. Fandel was nominated by Central Iowa 
Power Cooperative, also a Touchstone Energy regional member.
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