
Representatives from Corn Belt 
Power Cooperative, Calhoun  
 County REC, Midland Power 

Cooperative and Prairie Energy Cooperative 
met with state legislators Dec. 19 in Fort 
Dodge to thank them for their recent 
legislative support and brief  them on 
co-ops’ views for the upcoming General 
Session.
  Bill McKim, chief  executive officer, 
Midland Power, thanked Sen. Tim 
Kraayenbrink and Rep. Mike Sexton for 
their support of  the “Move Over, Slow 
Down” legislation passed last session that 
helps protect linemen working alongside 
roads. He also thanked them for helping to 
pass a bill that simplifies energy efficiency 
reporting.
 Co-op representatives emphasized 
how important assigned service area 
territories are so utilities can plan generation 
supplies and infrastructure development. 
Additionally, they explained how assigned 
service territories help with price stability 
and encourage economic development 
efforts.

 Electric co-ops have placed these issues 
on their 2018 legislative agenda:
    In favor of  standards that provide  
    co-ops authority to trim trees where  
    easements are not recorded
    Support efforts to extend and refocus  
    tax incentives for renewable energy 
      that benefit all rate payers 
 The meeting concluded with legislators 
reviewing issues they anticipate will be 
addressed in the upcoming General Session. 
Issues will likely include a look at the 
livestock matrix, the possibility of  taxing 
online sales and a potential cap on tax 
increment financing.
 Sexton commented, “This session will be 
fast and furious. We’re supposed to go 100 
days. This year, the speaker of  the house 
wants to do 90 days, in effort to save on 
legislators’ per diem. If  we want something 
done, it needs to be introduced right away.”

 On Jan. 9, more than 150 co-op 
representatives discussed priorities with 
legislators at the Welcome Back Reception, 
held at the State Historical Building, 
downtown Des Moines. The Welcome Back 
Reception is designed to give co-op leaders 
an opportunity to make contact with their 
legislators as they return to Des Moines. 
 The Iowa Association of  Electric 
Cooperatives, the Iowa Institute for 
Cooperatives, Petroleum Marketers 
and Convenience Stores of  Iowa, Iowa 
Communications Alliance, and Iowa 
Biotech Association sponsored the event.
 Senators and representatives were invited 
to attend the day after they convened the 
opening of  the 2018 General Session. Gov. 
Kim Reynolds, who earlier in the day gave 
her first Condition of  the State address, 
discussed issues with co-op directors and 
employees at the reception. 
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Above | From left, Gov. Kim Reynolds meets with Kevin Pruisner, Grundy County REC director; Larry Rohach, Corn Belt 
Power and Grundy County REC director; and Pat VonAhnen, Consumers Energy director, at the Welcome Back Reception 
Jan. 9 in Des Moines.

Governor attends reception

Above |  Sen. Tim Kraayenbrink talks with Scott 
Stecher, president, Corn Belt Power board of directors, at a 
legislative meeting Dec. 19 in Fort Dodge.

Legislative meeting



In Stephen Covey’s “7 Habits of  Highly 
Effective People,” the author encourages 
students of  leadership to “seek first 

to understand, then to be understood.” 
He states that listening is one of  the most 
effective attributes of  good leaders.
 Donald Feldman’s service as a Corn Belt 
Power Cooperative leader, director and 
president of  the board models exactly that 
approach to working with others.
 Ron Deiber, retired director who served 
with Feldman for decades, comments, 
“Don has always been able to listen to other 
people’s thoughts and ideas rather than have 
his own agenda. He is outgoing and friendly 
towards everyone – he has no favorites.”
 Feldman stepped down from the 
president’s post last April, in anticipation of  
retiring from the board in 2018. At Butler 
County REC’s annual meeting March 17, 
he will conclude 36 years of  service on the 
distribution board and 29 years as a Corn 
Belt Power director, 18 as board president.
 His board leadership and decades of  
service were not planned. When he was in 
his 30s, a nominating committee asked him 
to run for an open seat on the Butler County 
REC board. Feldman was elected in 1979 
and, over the next three years, learned about 
the electric co-op system. When his term 
was up, he ran again for his seat, but lost in a 
close election to the brother of  the director 
who had served before Feldman.
 “It might have been the brother’s name 
recognition, but anyway, I thought ‘that’s 
it’ and didn’t think to run again,” Feldman 
recalls. But responding in a way that would 

serve him well in the future, Feldman 
listened to other board members, who 
encouraged him to run again three years 
later.
 Members elected him again in 1985 and, 
just four years later, his fellow Butler County 
REC directors appointed him to represent 
their co-op on the Corn Belt Power board.
 “I was hesitant to do that. I told myself  
I don’t know enough or I’m not smart 
enough to do that. But other board members 
encouraged me and said ‘Don, you’re the 
one.’ I agreed to try it.”
 Other Corn Belt Power directors quickly 
recognized Feldman’s leadership qualities. 
They elected him secretary in 1993 and, 
when Eugene Drager 
retired as president 
in 1999, directors 
encouraged Feldman 
to take the top office, 
a position he never 
aspired to assume. 
Once again, Feldman 
listened to others and agreed to serve.
 “What an experience. I really enjoyed 
the camaraderie. I’ve always said the Corn 
Belt board is the best of  the best. They are 
elected locally and then elected to the next 
level,” Feldman says.
  Feldman considers having a unified board 
of  directors as one of  the major successes 
of  his tenure. “We always had consensus. 
We might not all agree, but when we left the 
boardroom, we agreed on the decision made. 
We never had a split board.”
 Many credit Feldman for creating 

the unity on Corn Belt Power’s board. 
Long-time fellow director Charlie Gilbert 
explains, “Don and the board took time to 
understand the ramifications of  all choices. 
It was not just the ‘what,’ but the ‘why.’ Don 
was good at getting to the ‘why.’ We would 
end up having a consensus before making 
the final decision. Don would hear all points 
of  view.”
 Corn Belt Power’s board made many 
significant decisions during Feldman’s 
leadership, including retiring the Humboldt 
Generating Station, adding wind energy to 
the generating portfolio, building Wisdom 
Unit 2, retaining ownership of  Duane 
Arnold Energy Center, joining Basin Electric 
Power Cooperative as a Class A member, 
repowering Wisdom Unit 1, constructing 
many new miles of  transmission line and 
building dozens of  new substations and 
switching stations. Feldman also points 
to the choice of  Ken Kuyper as general 
manager in 2007 and the research behind 
joining the Southwest Power Pool in 2015 as 
important tasks entrusted to the Corn Belt 
Power board. 
 John Ward, longtime attorney for 
Corn Belt Power, comments, “Don has 
worked diligently to expand various 
Corn Belt programs and enhance growth 
opportunities.  Don has acted with absolute 
integrity and you can always count on his 
working for a consensus decision for the 
benefit of  all of  the members.”
 When making major decisions, Feldman 
says it was important to consider all views. 
He points to the outcome of  the Financial 

Task Force as a 
recent success. “I 
wanted people with 
varied ideas on this 
task force. In the 
end, we were able to 
support a common 
goal. It is good for 

the distribution co-ops and good for Corn 
Belt Power.” 
 Feldman maintains a sense of  humility 
about his leadership success. “I don’t think 
I’m any more qualified than anyone else. I 
don’t have a better personality and I’m not 
more intelligent. There are numerous people 
who could be president of  this board. What 
I always tried to do, when we had a tough 
decision, was to give all a chance to voice 
their opinions. I learned to listen to others 
before I voiced my opinion, if  I had one.”
 Spoken like a true student of  leadership. 

Above | Donald Feldman will retire from the Corn Belt Power Cooperative board of directors when his term at Butler County 
REC concludes in March. Feldman served on the Corn Belt Power board for 29 years, and as president from 1999 to 2017.

FeldmanFeldman leaves legacy of listening

“What I always tried to do, when we 
had a tough decision, was to give all 

a chance to voice their opinions.”  
- Don Feldman, retiring director



Spirit Lake spec building available
 A new speculative building sits ready for its first occupants in the East Lake 
Industrial Park, Spirit Lake.
 Built by the Iowa Lakes Corridor Future Fund with a $180,000 loan from Corn 
Belt Power Cooperative’s revolving loan fund, a $180,000 loan from Iowa Lakes 
Electric Cooperative’s revolving loan fund 
and a $360,000 rural economic development 
grant from USDA Rural Development, the 
building has 30,000 square feet, with 30-foot 
sidewalls. It currently has no floor installed, 
which helps accommodate specific needs of  
the manufacturer that will purchase it.
 The building was completed in December 
and is listed for sale for $799,000. It is located 
on Iowa Lakes Electric Cooperative lines.
 Jim Vermeer, vice president, business 
development, Corn Belt Power, explains, “Spec buildings provide opportunities for 
business and industry to locate or grow within the community. The spec building 
provides for a four-to-six month head start to open an operation. When a business is 
looking for available buildings in the targeted area, spec buildings help to attract the 
prospect to research the location and the community. Most of  our buildings are sold 
at cost with the goal to increase energy sales and help build the rural economy. This 
building is our 32nd spec building within the Corn Belt Power system.”

Touchstone Energy Community Volunteer Challenge winner 
 Mark Tuttle, director, Iowa Lakes Electric Cooperative, won the year-end drawing 
for $500 as part of  Corn Belt Power’s 2017 Touchstone Energy Community Volunteer 
Challenge program. 
 Corn Belt Power and member cooperative 
employees and directors reported just under 
6,000 hours of  community service during 
the year. A total of  63 people participated, 
demonstrating the Touchstone Energy value of  
commitment to community.
 Throughout the year, a monthly drawing 
donated $100 to the group or organization 
of  the drawing winner’s choice. From those 
volunteers reporting at least 50 hours of  
service during the year, the year-end drawing 
awarded $500 for the charity or community 
organization of  the drawing winner’s choice. 
 The Touchstone Energy Community 
Volunteer Challenge continues in 2018.  

Larscheid new energy services director
Slade Larscheid began work at Corn Belt Power Cooperative Jan. 29 as energy services director. Previously 
director of  athletics at Augustana University, Sioux Falls, S.D., he has a bachelor’s degree in communication 
studies and a master’s degree in sports administration from Northwestern University, Evanston, Ill.■
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Herrig featured in 
NCC video

Interview at Wisdom
Above | Tyler Herrig, electronics technician, speaks about the 
education he received at Northwest Iowa Community College (NCC) in 
a video that will appear online and on the NCC website.

T     yler Herrig, electronics technician, 
was interviewed at Wisdom Station in 
December by a marketing crew from 

Northwest Iowa Community College (NCC).
 Herrig, a graduate of  NCC, was chosen 
to speak in one of  several videos that will be 
featured on the college’s website and also in 
15-second pre-rolls that will run online in paid 
advertising.
 Kristin Kollbaum, director of  marketing and 
communication, NCC, says the college selects 
alums who are similar in age to traditional college 
students. “We look for alums who speak well of  
the programs they studied and can tell about the 
success they’ve had.”
 Herrig graduated from NCC in 2009 and has 
two degrees: in industrial/commercial wiring and 
electrical technology. He has been at Corn Belt 
Power Cooperative for seven years.
 A two-minute version of  the video featuring 
Herrig is posted on the NCC website,  
www.nwicc.edu. A 15-second online 
video will appear on computers of  the targeted 
audience - college-aged demographic with 
student profiles.

Tuttle wins
Mark Tuttle, director, Iowa Lakes Electric 
Cooperative, had his name drawn from 
participants in the Touchstone Energy 
Volunteer Challenge who volunteered at least 
50 hours during 2017. He will donate his $500 
award to the Albert City Threshermen.

Spec building
Above | This speculative building located in 
the East Lake Industrial Park, Spirit Lake, has 
been completed and is for sale.

For more information, visit:  
bit.ly/TSEChallenge2018
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Steam from a nearby business, combined with 
minus 40 degree wind chill, created interesting 
ice patterns on the Snell Substation Jan. 2.
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The power of human connections

T          ed Hall, director, Prairie Energy Cooperative, demonstrates the Touchstone Energy value of  
commitment to community by serving on the board of  directors for the Winnebago Historical 
Society. In 2014, the Winnebago Historical Society acquired the Trinity Lutheran Church, 

Forest City, built in 1874. Although the church no longer has an active congregation, the historical 
society continues to preserve the building for community functions. Hall was the winner of  one of  
the 2017 monthly Touchstone Energy Community Volunteer Challenge drawings and he donated the 
funds to help pay for a new door for the church. He says, “I serve on the board to keep the history of  
the old buildings alive. The church needed a new door to help keep it a little more secure.”
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December Touchstone Energy Volunteer Challenge winner | Gary Doehrmann, 
accountant, Butler County REC, donated his $100 drawing prize to the American Cancer Society.

Henderson now a
journeyman electrician

As of  Jan. 16, Noah Henderson completed  
  his apprenticeship steps and became 

a journeyman electrician. He is a 
member of  the Hampton electrical 
maintenance crew and has 
worked at Corn Belt Power 
Cooperative since 2014.


