
Above | Matt Donald, journeyman electrician, works on construction of the Scott Substation, near Rowan, which will 
serve a NEW Cooperative feed mill on Prairie Energy Cooperative’s lines.

Scott Substation construction

Above | Construction began in late October on the Ralston Substation, near Ralston, which will serve the expansion of 
Renewable Energy Group’s biodiesel plant on Raccoon Valley Electric Cooperative’s lines.

Future Ralston sub site

Corn Belt Power Cooperative crews 
are constructing two substations 
that will serve new and expanding 

loads on member cooperatives’ lines. 
 Scott Substation, located approximately 
a half  mile south of  Highway 3 and three 
miles east of  the town of  Rowan in Franklin 
County, will serve a NEW Cooperative feed 
mill now under construction on Prairie 
Energy Cooperative’s lines. 
 The feed mill is located next to an 
existing grain storage site owned by NEW 
Cooperative.
 Concrete installation for the new 
substation has been completed and 
grounding was recently finished for the new 
five-megavolt-ampere substation. 
 Corn Belt Power crews installed the steel 
in late October and November. The new 
facility is expected to be finished by early 
2018.
 Linemen and electricians from the 
Hampton Service Center, along with field 
engineering personnel, are building the 
substation.
 Construction began in late October on 

the Ralston Substation, a five-megavolt-
ampere facility located near the town of  

Ralston in Carroll County. 
 The new substation will serve expansion 
of  the Renewable Energy Group biodiesel 
plant, a member of  Raccoon Valley Electric 
Cooperative. 
 Sande Construction has begun 
installation of  the concrete and Corn Belt 
Power electricians and field engineering 
personnel will install grounding for the 
new substation. Corn Belt Power crews will 
build the new facility, which is scheduled to 
be completed by early 2018.  
 Additionally, as part of  the project, a 
seven-mile transmission tap to be named 
Ralston Tap will be constructed by the 
contractor Aevenia, Inc.

Two new Corn Belt Power 
substations under construction
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Work continues to prepare Corn 
Belt Power’s infrastructure to 
serve the largest load in the 

cooperative’s system.
 Prestage Foods of  Iowa is constructing 
a 650,000-square-foot pork processing 
plant south of  Eagle Grove that is 
scheduled to come online in 2018. The 
22-megawatt load will be a member of  
Prairie Energy Cooperative.
 To serve ancillary load expected to 
develop near the plant, Corn Belt Power 
has updated its existing Troy Substation, 
located one mile west of  the site, from 
five megavolt amperes to 10 megavolt 
amperes. Crews added an extra bay for 
additional feeders into the substation, 
which also serves other loads in the area, 
including Daybreak Foods of  Iowa.
 Corn Belt Power crews installed new 
regulators and transformers at the facility. 
The Troy Substation project was finished 
Nov. 13.
 A new switching station and substation 
will be built to serve the new load.   

 The Prestage Family Substation and 
Switching Station will be constructed 
by Corn Belt Power crews, with plans to 
come online sometime before the plant 
opens. 
 Additional transmission line will also 
be constructed to support the new load. 
Approximately one and three-quarters 
mile of  new 69 kilovolt line will run from 
the Troy Substation to the Prestage site. 
Corn Belt Power crews are building this 
section of  line.
 A contractor will be chosen to complete 
three additional line projects associated 
with the new Prestage plant. All work is 
scheduled to be completed before the 
plant comes online in October 2018:
    Build four miles of  new line from 
the Prestage site, running north along 
Highway 17 to Corn Belt Power’s Eagle 
Grove to Willemssen transmission line
    Rebuild 12 miles of  transmission line 
from the Humboldt Switching Station 
southeast of  Humboldt to the Eagle 
Grove Substation

    Rebuild 16 miles of  transmission line 
from Highway 17 east to the Willemssen 
Switching Station

Projects prepare cooperatives to serve Prestage plant

Directors and employees from 
north central and eastern Iowa 
electric cooperatives met with Iowa 

legislators in Clear Lake Nov. 15 to discuss 
issues important to the cooperatives. 
 Sen. Amanda Ragan, Sen. Dennis Guth, 
Sen. Waylon Brown, Rep. Terry Baxter, Rep. 

Tedd Gassman and Rep. Todd Prichard 
attended. 
 During the meeting, co-op representatives:
 ■ Asked legislators to keep flexibility in  
   mind when drafting future energy  
   efficiency legislation so co-ops can  
   continue to draft programs that work for  

    their members

  Outlined how co-ops have invested  
    resources in cyber security to protect   
    co-op employees and members 

  Explained how subsidizing traditional  
   baseload power could lengthen  
    generation plant life and keep traditional  
    generation resources competitive  

  Noted on-going work to maintain many  
    miles of  line, clearing trees and limiting  
    electrical contact 

  Pointed out that RECs own and  
    maintain three times the miles of  line  
    that investor owned utilities have
 Cooperatives also thanked legislators for 
their efforts to support these common sense 
cooperative initiatives last session:

  Streamling Iowa Utilities Board energy  
    efficiency reporting

  Transferring the Iowa Energy  
    Center to the Iowa Economic  
    Development Authority

  Extending expiring tax credits for  
    geothermal heat pump installations 

  Keeping employees safe on the road  
    with the support of  the Move Over,  
    Slow Down law.

Above | Corn Belt Power directors Don Feldman, left, and Dale Schaefer discuss issues important to Iowa's electric cooperatives 
with Sen. Dennis Guth during a meeting in Clear Lake Nov. 15. 

State legislators stay informedState legislators stay informed 
at co-op meeting

Above | Matt Wittrock, journeyman field technician, 
works on updating the Troy Substation south of Eagle 
Grove. This project was completed in one day, working with 
Prairie Energy Cooperative crews.

Troy sub upgrade



Henkelvig earns journeyman certification
 Howard Henkelvig completed his apprenticeship steps to become a journeyman lineman effective Nov. 16. He 
started with Corn Belt Power Cooperative as an apprentice lineman in May of  2014. Henkelvig is a member of  the 
Emmetsburg line crew. ■
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New installations increase reliability at Wisdom 161 Switching Station 
Corn Belt Power Cooperative crews recently installed new equipment at the 
Wisdom 161 Switching 
Station, near Spencer, 
to improve system 
protection and reliability.
 Alternate AC service 
was added to the control 
house in the switching 
station in October. 
Adding power sources 
from both Iowa Lakes 
Electric Cooperative and 
the Western Area Power 
Administration (WAPA) 
increases reliability of  
service to the facility.
 Corn Belt Power 
crews also added current transformers to tie the breaker with WAPA in the Wisdom 
161 Switching Station. The updated breaker increases system protection by offering 
redundant fault detection.
 Co-op crews were assisted by a contractor from Mitsubishi to install the new 
current transformers.
 

Co-ops provide energy efficiency kits
Corn Belt Power Cooperative annually orders a number of  low-income energy 
efficiency kits for its member 
cooperatives to use as part of  their 
energy efficiency programs. Co-ops 
typically give these kits to their Low 
Income Home Energy Assistance 
Program (LIHEAP) members 
in the fall to prepare for winter 
weather.
 The 2017 kit includes: two LED 
bulbs, refrigerator thermometer, 
switch/outlet gasket pack, 
window covering kit, foam tape 
for windows/doors, child safety 
outlet caps (reduce air infiltration 
in exterior wall outlets), LED 
nightlight, and full-color insert 
(with Touchstone Energy 
branding) describing contents and 
instructions for use. All contents 
are assembled into a box with a customized co-op label. 

Newsin brief

Wisdom 161 project
Above | Corn Belt Power crews reclaim sf6 gas from a breaker during 
work at the Wisdom 161 Switching Station.

Low-income kits
Above | Member co-ops are distributing low-income 
energy efficiency kits that include LED bulbs, a refrigerator 
thermometer, outlet gaskets, window covering, foam tape 
and child safety outlet caps.

NREDA presents 
President's Award to 
Mary McLaury

McLaury receives award
Above | As president of the National Rural Economic Developers 
Association, Jim Vermeer, vice president, business development, 
Corn Belt Power, presents Mary McLaury with the NREDA President’s 
Award. McLaury is the retired chief operating officer of Touchstone 
Energy and former manager of business development at Corn Belt Power.

Jim Vermeer, vice president, business 
development, Corn Belt Power 
Cooperative, and president, National Rural  

          Economic Developers Association 
(NREDA), presented the NREDA President’s 
Award to Mary McLaury, former chief  operating 
officer, Touchstone Energy, and former manager 
of  business development, Corn Belt Power.
 Vermeer stated that McLaury’s passion for 
rural development has been diverse, spanning 
decades of  service. She was elected NREDA’s 
president in 2000, served on the board for several 
years as an allied partner, encouraged others to 
become engaged with the organization and has 
mentored many rural developers. 
 In her role with Touchstone Energy and 
previous to that as vice president of  education 
and training for the National Rural Electric 
Cooperative Association, McLaury oversaw the 
New and Emerging Technologies Conference 
and developed educational workshops for 
directors and employees on the cooperative 
business model.
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The power of human connections

Jim Sayers, energy services director, Corn Belt Power Cooperative, demonstrates the 
Touchstone Energy value of  commitment to community by volunteering as mentor for 
the Changing Winds Toastmasters Club at the Fort Dodge Correctional Facility. 

     He says, “I come away from the weekly meetings inspired and uplifted by the members’ 
speeches and by the enthusiasm these gentlemen show in improving their communication 
and leadership skills. I am impressed by their speaking abilities and by a genuine commitment 
to make their lives – and the lives of  others – better.”
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Noah Henderson, left, apprentice electrician, 
and Matt Donald, journeyman electrician, 
upgrade Troy Substation in mid November to 
serve expanding load.
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October Touchstone Energy Volunteer Challenge winner | Kyle Lorenz, lineman, Butler County 
REC, donated his $100 drawing prize to the Hunt of a Lifetime Foundation.

Watch the seven-part 
video series that tells the 

story of Iowa’s electric 
cooperatives. 

http://bit.ly/2zRHhyn




