
As part of  a larger system upgrade, 
Corn Belt Power Cooperative  
 electrical maintenance crews 

completed regulator replacements at the 
Ackley and Kesley Substations. 
 Regulators are an electronically controlled 
devices that maintain a set voltage output. 
 Mike Finnegan, system electrical 
superintendent, Corn Belt Power, said it was 
time to replace the regulators. 
 “The regulators have been in service for 
more than 30 years,” he said. “They are 
subject to wear and tear over time. Wear and 
tear can lead to mechanical failure which can 
lead to unexpected co-op member outages. 
This is part of  our 2019 workplan and will 
improve system reliability.”
 Humboldt electrical maintenance 
crews are currently upgrading the 161 
kilovolt switches from 1,600 to 2,000 
ampere switches at Burt Substation. At 
the same time, coupling capacitor voltage 
transformers are also being replaced 
(CCVTs). CCVTs are the devices on Corn 
Belt Power’s system that transform higher 
voltage to a lower voltage for metering.
 “Over time, CCVTs lose accuracy,” 
Finnegan said. “We’re replacing these and 
also adding line disconnect switches to all 
three lines. This will allow us to isolate each 
line when needed for maintenance while 
keeping the rest of  the station energized at 
the same time.”
 In July, Hampton and Humboldt 
electrical maintenance crews upgraded the 
Melrose Substation from 2,500 to 7,500 
kilo-volt-amperes, in preparation for new 
load coming onto Corn Belt Power’s system. 
 Line conductor replacement is ongoing 
on Corn Belt Power’s system. Corn Belt 
Power linemen are completing a 23-mile 

reconductoring project from Klemme to 
Sheffield Substations. Crews have finished 
the first 10 miles of  transmission line 
modification and retirement. New 336.4 
aluminum conductor steel reinforced 
wire will replace old lower capacity ACSR 
conductor. Optical ground wire (OPGW) 
will replace the static wire providing a fiber 
path between substations.  
 Highline Construction is rebuilding the 
Wellsburg to Dinsdale transmission line - 
which includes new ductile iron poles. This 
job is slated for completion the first week 
of  August. The contractor is replacing the 

27-mile stretch-of-line with larger capacity 
477 ACSR oval (motion resistant) conductor 
and installing OPGW (fiber).  
 The new larger conductor will help Corn 
Belt Power serve existing load and prepare 
for future load growth and expansion. 
 “The Wellsburg to Dinsdale job is our 
first using the new ductile iron poles,” 
says Jeremy Stattelman, transmission 
superintendent, Corn Belt Power. “These 
poles are much stronger than existing 
wood poles. As we install larger conductor 
across our system, stronger poles will be 
important.”
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Reliability enhanced  
with 2019 system improvements

A

Above | Hampton and Humboldt electrical maintenance crews lower a new voltage regulator into place July 17 at the 
Kesley Substation a few miles northwest of Aplington. Regulator replacement is part of the 2019 Corn Belt Power Cooperative 
workplan and will improve overall system reliability. 

Regulator replacement



Touchstone Energy golf outing

Corn Belt Power and its member-cooperatives hosted key account 
representatives at a networking golf  tournament Monday, June 3 
in Livermore, Iowa.

 Seven Corn Belt Power member co-ops and 19 area key accounts made 
up the 16 teams that hit the Livermore’s Spring Valley Golf  Course. 
 “It has been a few years since we hosted the key accounts golf  
tournament,” said Jim Vermeer, vice president, business development, 
Corn Belt Power. “This is a great way for our member-cooperatives and 
key account representatives to spend some quality time together. We 
want to build rapport with those individuals and business leaders who 
really help to build and maintain our area’s strong economy and business 
climate.”
 Because of  the event’s popularity and attendance, Corn Belt Power is 
already planning an event for next year. 

golf tournament
Corn Belt Power holdsCorn Belt Power holds Legislators visit 

Humboldt, Dakota City

Touchstone Energy is hosting an economic and business 
development summit August 6-8 in Des Moines. The event will 
focus on cooperative performance and community engagement. 

The three-day event will showcase Touchstone Energy’s team of  
experts on how to take strategy and community development to the 
next level.
 Included in the conference are speakers from Palladium Group, 
Touchstone Energy Services, McClure Engineering, HGTV’s Home 
Town Team, Acceleration by Design, Iowa Downtown 
Resource Center, Dairyland Power, 
NADO, NRECA, Fremont EDO, 
NRTC, NTCA, Golden Shovel 
Agency, IADG, SC Power 
Team and McNair Group. 
 Find out more about 
Touchstone Energy’s first economic 
development summit by visiting www.mainstreetmakeover.com/
summit. You can register for the event that’s taking place in downtown 
Des Moines on www.cooperative.com. 

Main Street Summit 
coming to Iowa

Above | Keaton Hildreth, CEO, Calhoun County REC, tees off at the Touchstone Energy golf 
outing June 3 in Livermore where cooperative representatives and business leaders gathered 
together for a day of networking.

   See more 
golf tournament 
photos at www.
facebook.com/
cornbeltpower.

As democratic presidential candidates 
flood Iowa ahead of  the 2020 election,  
 current elected officials are making 

their way across the state to host town halls and 
question and answer sessions. 
 U.S. Representative Steve King and U.S. 
Senator Chuck Grassley visited Humboldt 
during the first week of  July. Corn Belt Power 
was on hand at both events as the legislators 
answered questions and spoke on current 
events in Washington, D.C. 
 Rep. King held an event July 2 at the Dakota 
City VFW and Sen. Grassley toured and spoke 
with attendees July 3 at Jet Co. in Humboldt. 
 The campaign for the democratic nomination 
for president in 2020 is beginning to heat up. 
Events are taking place across the state of  
Iowa everyday. This year’s Iowa Rural Power 
question is: How will your energy plan help 
provide affordable and reliable power to rural 
Iowa? 
 To see if  an event is taking place near you, 
visit: www.caucuswatch.com. If  you need a 
green Rural Power shirt contact Corn Belt 
Power or the Iowa Association of  Electric 
Cooperatives office.  

Above | Jim Vermeer, vice president, business development, Corn Belt 
Power Cooperative greets U.S. Sen. Chuck Grassley on July 3 at Jet Co. in 
Humboldt. Sen. Grassley and U.S. Rep. Steve King both made stops in 
Humboldt in early July.

Sen. Grassley visits Humboldt
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Midland Power Cooperative held 
evening member appreciation events  
 in Iowa Falls, Boone and 

Humboldt, where a meal and homemade ice 
cream were served. The family-fun events 
included bucket truck rides and drawings for 
bicycles, as well as door prize drawings of  gift 
cards to Casey’s, Hy-Vee and Fareway. 
 The co-op gave away canvas bags, pizza 
cutters, ice cream scoops and ink pens, and 
displayed energy efficiency information and 
performed electric safety demonstrations. 
 Midland Power’s annual meeting took place on 
June 19, 2019. The event included a treasurer’s 
report, CEO’s report, President’s report, and the 
results of  the director elections, which were as 
follows: 
 

Board Members Elected 
Kim Rinker, Ogden (re-elected) 
Bill Harleen, Madrid (new member, Jim Weigel, 
Boone retired) 
Rick Thompson, LuVerne (re-elected) 
Charlie Gilbert, Iowa Falls (re-elected) 
 

Officers Elected 
Jack Runge, President 
Tom Ross, Vice President 
Randy Christensen, Secretary 
Michael Coleman, Treasurer 
Rick Thompson, Asst. Secretary/Treasurer

Midland member appreciation
Above | A young Midland Power Cooperative member learns about 
static electricity with the Van de Graaff generator at the Midland Power 
member appreciation event June 11 in Humboldt. Midland Power member 
appreciation events included bucket truck rides, door prizes and a meal. 
Midland Power held its annual meeting on June 19 at its headquarters.

View current Corn Belt Power job openings online
 Corn Belt Power Cooperative currently has job openings for an accountant and a 
SCADA technician.. Interested parties should visit the employment link on www.
cbpower.coop.
 “Many of  our applicants hear through word of  mouth about Corn Belt Power job 
opportunities,” said Jennifer Arndorfer, human resources specialist, Corn Belt Power. 
“I encourage folks to keep an eye on our facebook page and our website for current 
job opportunites.”
 Corn Belt Power offers a competitive salary commensurate with experience and 
qualifications as well as a comprehensive benefit program.
 Qualified applicants should send a detailed resume with salary requirements to: 
Corn Belt Power Cooperative, Attn: Human Resources, 1300 13th Street North 
Humboldt, Iowa 50548 or hr@cbpower.coop. 
 Pre-employment drug screen, physical and background check are required. Corn 
Belt Power Cooperative is an equal opportunity employer.

Nissan Leaf rebate extended again
 Touchstone Energy has been working behind the scenes to provide a unique 
incentive for cooperatives across the country, their employees and your member-
owners to take advantage of  a fleet or individual purchase of  the all-new Nissan Leaf, 
currently the world’s best-selling 100-percent electric car. 
 Nissan made this offer available through September 30 to help your cooperative, 
employees and your members take advantage of  the purchase of  a new Nissan Leaf  
and give you incentive to kick off  an electric vehicle education program. 
 A $3,500 special rebate is available on the 40 kilowatt hour model Nissan Leaf  and 
a $2,500 rebate is available on the 226 mile range, 62 kilowatt hour, ePlus model. This 
offer can be combined with the $7,500 Federal Electric Vehicle Tax Credit to provide 
you with savings up to $11,000 on your purchase of  a new Nissan Leaf. 
 For more information, please visit: www.touchstoneenergy.com/co-op-
business-resources/brand-news/hear-ye-hear-ye-the-nissan-ev-rebates-have-
been-extended-through-september/. You can also contact Corn Belt Power for 
assistance.

Above | Cooperative members and employees can take advantage of Touchstone Energy’s Nissan Leaf rebate 
through Sept. 30. The rebate is good for $3,500.

Electric vehicle rebate extended

Newsin brief

Midland Power hosts 
annual meeting
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The Hampton electrical maintenance crew secures 
three new voltage regulators July 17 at the Kesley 
Substation a few miles northwest of Aplington, 
Iowa. Previous regulators were 30 years old. 

Corn Belt
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The power of human connections

Natalie Brown, accounts payable/general accountant, Iowa Lakes Electric Cooperative, 
demonstrates the Touchstone Energy value of  commitment to community by volunteering 
as club treasurer for the Estherville Lincoln Central Booster Club board. The club is 

committed to ensuring that ELC student-athletes have the opportunity to excel in all athletic programs. 
At left, Brown presents booster club scholarships to two 2019 student-athlete recipients. 
 Brown says, “I enjoy volunteering on this board because I know first-hand that being involved in 
extra-curricular activities provides you with lifelong lessons.” 

July Touchstone Energy Volunteer Challenge winner | Natalie Brown, accounts payable/
general accountant, Iowa Lakes Electric Cooperative, donated her $100 drawing prize to the Estherville Lincoln Central Booster Club. 


