
Corn Belt Power Cooperative crews 
continued work through June and 
into July to build the new Green 

Park Switching Station, southeast of  
Spencer in the Green Industrial Park. The 
new facility will be completed later this 
summer.
 Using a heavy-duty pettibone forklift, 
crews unloaded new sulfur hexafluoride 
circuit breakers in mid-June. Corn Belt 
Power rents the pettibone lift, which 
maneuvers easily and lifts up to 12,000 
pounds, speeding the assembly process. 
Electricians installed a station service 
transformer and completed wiring and 
conduit work. Field engineering and 
transmission crews also assisted with the 
project.
 During the construction schedule, crews 
had to contend with severe thunderstorms 
and heavy rains throughout June. Close 
to record-high temperatures also made 
construction more challenging.
 Jerry Moritz, system electrical 
superintendent, commented, “Despite the 
weather conditions, all crews made fantastic 
progress.” 
 Construction of  the switching station 
began in the fall of  2015 when crews 
completed grading and concrete work. The 
control house was set during the winter 
when the ground was frozen. 
 Four lines will come into the switching 
station — two from the Corn Belt Power 
system and two from Spencer Municipal 
Utilities. The $1.4 million facility will create 
a loop in the system that improves reliability 
for both utilities.
 A Corn Belt Power transmission study 
identified the need and recommended 
placement for the new switching station.     

 Iowa Lakes Electric Cooperative and 
Spencer Municipal Utilities provide service 
in the area.
 This new facility brings the total number 

of  switching stations in the Corn Belt Power 
system to 39. The most recent switching 
station added to the system was the Arends 
Switching Station, built in 2015.

 

Corn Belt Power crews construct 
Green Park Switching Station

A

WattsWattWattsWatt
Corn Belt Power Cooperative

A u g u s t  2 0 1 6  |  V o l u m e  6 6  |  N u m b e r  8w w w . c b p o w e r . c o o p

Above | Corn Belt Power crews erect steel columns for the Green Park Switching Station, Spencer. The new facility will  
be completed later this summer and improve reliability for Corn Belt Power, Iowa Lakes Electric Cooperative and Spencer 
Municipal Utilities.

Facility under construction



Offered by the Mid Iowa Growth Partnership, “Lunch & 
Learn” sessions offer local small businesses training on 
current topics. The most recent sessions – held in Algona, 

Pocahontas and Fort Dodge – were sponsored by Corn Belt Power 
Cooperative and its member systems.
  The trainings – held April 18, 19 and May 18 – taught participants 
how to meet regulatory compliance to avoid fines and reduce waste 
to decrease environmental impact affecting the community. Dan 
Nickey, associate director, Iowa Waste Reduction Center, was the 
guest speaker.
 The Iowa Waste Reduction Center, a non-profit organization 
affiliated with the University of  Northern Iowa, provides services at 
no cost to small businesses in Iowa with fewer than 200 employees.
 Jim Vermeer, vice president, business development, Corn 
Belt Power, comments, “Sponsoring the workshops fits into our 
business development strategic planning to help extend key account 
programming and assist rural industries to be more profitable.”

Lunch & Learn
Above | Dan Nickey, associate director, Iowa Waste Reduction Center, was 
the guest speaker at “Lunch & Learn” sessions offered by the Mid Iowa Growth 
Partnership and sponsored by Corn Belt Power and its member systems.

Lunch & Learn sessions sponsored by electric co-ops

sponsor 4-H building

Touchstone Energy® Cooperatives 
of  Iowa will once again sponsor 
the 4-H Exhibits Building at the 

Iowa State Fair, Aug. 11-21. 
 Located inside the 4-H Exhibits 
Building on the south end of  the 
fairgrounds, a display will showcase all 
Iowa electric cooperatives on a map 
of  Iowa. Magnetic “markers” will be 
available to place on the state map to 
show co-op membership. 
 Fairgoers may register to win a Nest 
Learning Thermostat from Touchstone 
Energy Cooperatives of  Iowa.  This latest 

technology programs itself  by learning 
the temperatures you and your family like 
and then automatically following those 
preferences. The thermostat turns itself  
down when nobody is home to save 
energy. You can connect the thermostat 
to Wi-Fi to control temperatures from 
your phone, tablet or laptop.
 One winner of  the thermostat will be 
chosen, at random, following the close of  
the fair.
 Additional energy efficiency 
information will be displayed in the 
booth.

Touchstone Energy®CooperativesTouchstone Energy®Cooperatives

Midland Power Cooperative 
conducted its annual meeting June 
28 at a new location – the CITE 

Center building on the Central Iowa Expo 
grounds, east of  Boone. Attendance totaled 
approximately 450 people.
 The event included dinner, ice cream, 
inflatables for kids, and multiple displays and 
demonstrations on electricity from 5 to 7 
p.m., followed by the business meeting.
 Director elections resulted in incumbents 
from each of  the four districts being re-
elected. Each of  the following directors were 
re-elected to serve three-year terms: Kim 
Rinker, Ogden, District 1; Jim Weigel, Boone, 
District 2; and Charlie Gilbert, Iowa Falls, 
District 4. In accordance with the 2013 Plan 
of  Merger, the number of  directors serving 
on the board in District 3 was reduced to 
three. In that district, Rick Thompson, 
LuVerne, was elected to serve a three-year 
term; Joel Skow, Wesley, was elected to a two-
year term; and Mike Coleman, Humboldt, 
was elected to serve a one-year term.
 Officers elected were Jack Runge, Alden, 
president; Tom Ross, Ames, vice president; 
Randy Christensen, Scranton, secretary; 
Coleman, treasurer; and Thompson, assistant 
secretary/treasurer.
 Midland Power also held member 
appreciation events June 14 in Humboldt and 
June 21 in Iowa Falls.

Above | Meghan Zach, member of the Exira Explorers 4-H club, puts a magnet on the map to mark her electric co-op, 
Guthrie County REC, at the Touchstone Energy Cooperatives of Iowa display at the Iowa State Fair in 2015.

Midland Power 
holds annual meeting



From IEEE Std. C2-2012, "National Electrical Safety Code."

From IEEE Std. C2-2012, "Errata to 2012 Edition National Electrical Safety Code." ©Copyright 2013 by IEEE. All rights reserved. 
The IEEE disclaims any responsibility or liability resulting from the placement and use in the described manner.

If  someone in northern Iowa chooses 
to watch an online video, chances are 
that a short message from the local 

Touchstone Energy Cooperative will be 
viewed first.
 That’s because Corn Belt Power and its 

member co-ops have chosen a new medium 
for communicating the cooperative difference 
with Touchstone Energy messaging. 
 In past years, co-ops have placed ads on 
television, usually targeting the evening news 
programs to reach the largest audience. As 
more co-op members record shows and 
skip through advertising and as news is 
available online throughout the day, television 
advertising reaches a smaller audience. 
Additionally, television advertising has become 
more expensive, resulting in co-ops having 
less opportunity to air ads. 
 So in 2016, Corn Belt Power and its 
member co-ops decided to place Touchstone 
Energy ads digitally, with messages playing 
online before videos are viewed. The 
15-second spots communicate safety messages 
and information about how cooperatives are 
different from other types of  utilities.
 The ads started running in February and 
are scheduled through December, allowing co-
ops to communicate their important messages 
throughout the year, not just during a few 
weeks in the spring and fall like the television 
placement schedule.
 The videos are tagged with the local 
distribution cooperative’s logo. The zip code 
where the viewer gets online determines 
which logo is seen.
 Bucket Media is the advertising placement 
company assisting Corn Belt Power and its 
members. Monthly reports show how many 
times a video was started and was watched in 
its entirety and how many times the viewer 
clicked on the video and was taken to the 
co-op’s website. The Touchstone Energy ad 
may be skipped by clicking a button and the 
cooperative is charged only for those ads that 
are watched in their entirety.
 Kathy Taylor, vice president, corporate 
relations, Corn Belt Power, explains, 
“Technology has changed how co-op 
members get their information. There are 
many more channels and voices competing 
for people’s attention. We think that reaching 
members when they choose to go online 
is a good option for increasing member 
engagement and for getting important 
information to them quickly.”

Digital online ads communicate 
the cooperative difference
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The power of human connections
 

Jim Vermeer, vice president, business development, Corn Belt Power Cooperative, 
demonstrates the Touchstone Energy value of  commitment to community by 
serving on the Humboldt City Council.

 He says, “I decided to run for city council to help lead the community in a positive 
and proactive direction. The vitality of  a small community is dependent upon the 
vision of  its leaders.”

Touchstone Energy Co-op Values    |     Integrity | Accountability | Innovation | Commitment to Community
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Jamie Taylor, apprentice lineman, clips an old guy 
wire off a 60-year-old stack pole on the Albert City to 
Odebolt line east of Schaller. Reconductoring on this 
section of line begins this fall. 

Hill named 
communications 
superintendent
Effective July 1, Brad Hill has been 

promoted to communications 
superintendent. Hill has worked in 
the Communications Department for 
the past 11 years as a communications 
technician. He earned his associate degree 
in telecommunications from Iowa Central 
Community College, Fort Dodge.  


