
More than 200 rural electric 
cooperative (REC) employees 
and directors, representing 36 

co-ops, traveled to the Iowa State Capitol on 
Wednesday, March 20 to advocate on behalf  
of  their member-owners during the annual 
REC Day on the Hill event. 
 “This annual visit to the Iowa Capitol is 
an excellent opportunity to personally visit 
with our elected officials and provide them 
with a co-op perspective on issues that are 
important to rural Iowa and rural economic 
development,” remarked Steve Seidl, board 
president of  IAEC.
 Cooperative representatives advocated 
on behalf  of  cooperative members on 
topics ranging from vegetation management 
rights to energy efficiency and economic 
development. 
 “This event gives us the opportunity to 
meet face-to-face with many of  our elected 
officials,” said Ryan Cornelius, Corn Belt 
Power’s manager, corporate relations. “We 
want our local policy makers to know that 
we’re dedicated to economic development, 
renewable energy, energy efficiency and 
many other issues that enhance the life of  

rural Iowans. By working together, we can 
achieve our goals.”
 As always, responsible power generation 
and delivery was at the forefront. Iowa 
co-ops have invested in power generation 
that is environmentally responsible through 
our G&T structure and we are proud of  
our leading role in the development of  
solar in Iowa. Electric cooperatives support 
fair treatment of  all member-owners by 
implementing appropriate rates that will 
ensure everyone is paying their share of  
costs. Cooperatives also utilize advanced 
technology to better serve members and 
to make sure response times are minimal 
during outages and disruptions in the 
delivery of  power.
 Advocates also educated legislators on 
the benefits of  the cooperative business 
model, including local ownership and 
democratic governance. Legislators also 
learned about two other priorities important 

to Iowa’s electric cooperatives:
 Ensuring safety and reliability of  service  

   through vegetation management
 Supporting cost-effective energy efficiency    

   programs for homes and farms
 The electric co-op advocates first 
gathered for a briefing on state legislative 
issues, then met with their local elected 
officials during a dessert social on the first-
floor rotunda of  the Capitol. Legislators 
and visitors were able to view dozens of  
booths which were on display around the 
rotunda, sharing various ways Iowa’s electric 
co-ops work to keep electricity safe, reliable, 
affordable and environmentally responsible 
for the member-owners they serve.
 Legislative and grassroots activities are in 
full swing. Corn Belt Power representatives 
will be attending the NRECA Legislative 
Conference in Washington, D.C. later this 
month. 
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Corn Belt Power and member co-ops 
advocate for REC issues at state capitol

A

Above | From left, Rick Olesen, president and CEO, Iowa Lakes Electric Cooperative; Marc Rush, director, Iowa Lakes Electric 
Cooperative; Tim Kraayenbrink, senator, Iowa; Tresa Hussong, vice president of customer and corporate relations, Iowa Lakes 
Electric Cooperative; Ryan Cornelius, manager, corporate relations and Jim Vermeer, vice president, business development, 
Corn Belt Power Cooperative, took part in the annual REC Day on the Hill at the Iowa state capitol Wednesday, March 20.

Grassroots advocacy

Above | More than 200 cooperative employees and 
directors attended the annual REC Day on the Hill event.



Boone Valley Electric Cooperative 
held their 84th annual meeting 
on Saturday, March 16 inside the 

Renwick Community Center. 
 More than 40 attended the event and 

heard updates on the cooperative’s business 
and finances, Corn Belt Power, the Iowa 
Association of  Electric Cooperatives and 
the National Rural Electric Cooperative 
Association. Attendees were treated to a 

homemade lunch consisting of  roast beef, 
corn, mashed potatoes, salad and dessert. 
 Doug Martin was elected by voice vote to 
another three-year term on Boone Valley’s 
board of  directors. 
 Also at the meeting, the need to amend 
Article II, Section 2 of  Boone Valley’s 
bylaws, relating to quorum, was taken up. 
Dave Odland, president of  Boone Valley’s 
board of  directors, explained to members 
in attendance that it has been difficult to 
reach quorum. The original requirement for 
a quorum was 20-percent of  cooperative 
members. Boone Valley’s board requested 
that members consider changing quorum to 
10-percent. Members voted by voice vote to 
approve the bylaw change. 
 With the successful bylaw change, Odland 
ended the meeting by asking members in 
attendance to consider coming to the event 
every year. He noted the importance of  
cooperative membership and annual meeting 
attendance. 

Above | Boone Valley Electric Cooperative’s board president Dave Odland presides over the organization’s annual meeting on 
Saturday, March 16. BVEC members approved a bylaw change at the meeting.

approve bylaw change at 84th annual meeting
Boone Valley membersBoone Valley members

Several Corn Belt Power employees 
had the opportunity to tour Iowa’s 
only nuclear plant in February. 

 LEAD participants got a behind-the-
scenes look at Duane Arnold Energy 
Center (DAEC) on Feb. 28. The day at 
DAEC included a presentation by John 
Schwertfeger, DAEC’s security manager. 
Participants also toured the highly-
secured facility. 
 Sam Moore, one of  Corn Belt Power’s 
accountants, said he learned things he 
never knew before. 
 “I did not know that there was a replica 
control room kept on site for training 
employees,” he said. “This room is an 
exact replica of  the real control room 
in the plant, but can be put through 
simulations to make sure employees 
know how to respond to alerts. The tour 
was beneficial in learning about how 
some of  our power is generated.”

What is LEAD? 
To help develop leadership skills in its 
existing employees, Corn Belt Power 
established the Leadership Exploration 
and Development (LEAD) program in 
2018.

 Working with Kathy Peterson of  
PeopleWorks, Inc., Corn Belt Power 
personnel developed a program outline 
that includes 360 assessments, guest 
speakers from each department, tours 
of  Corn Belt Power facilities and trips to 
affiliated organizations’ headquarters.
Participants learn about topics such as 
setting goals, leading change, managing 
stress and dealing with difficult 
conversations. Those in the program 
attend sessions about cooperative 
financials, generating sources, electric 
rates and the cooperative business model.

 The program is winding down and 
participants will graduate in late May.
 LEAD program participants are 
Patrick Connor, plant manager; 
Brittany Dickey, development finance 
director; Matt Donald, journeyman 
electrician; Mike Finnegan, system 
electrical superintendent; Marena 
Fritzler, marketing director; Tyler 
Herrig, electronics technician; Sam 
Moore, accountant I; Jeremy Stattelman, 
transmission superintendent; and Josie 
Ubben, engineering and operations 
assistant.

LEAD participants tour Duane Arnold Energy Center

Above | Corn Belt Power LEAD participants Matt Donald, journeyman electrician, left; Brittany Dickey, development finance director; 
and Josie Ubben, engineering and operations assistant learn about the spent fuel pool from tour guide Dan Blomquist, site radiation 
protection coordinator, DAEC.

Day at DAEC
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Feldman awarded scholarship
 Jared Feldman is the winner of  the Basin Electric Cooperative $1,000 scholarship that’s handed out by Corn Belt 
Power. Feldman is a member of  Butler County REC and is from Greene, Ia. Feldman will be a sophomore at Iowa State 
University in the fall. A former valedictorian, Feldman held a 4.0 grade point average in the fall 2018 semester. In high 
school at North Butler, Feldman was a member of  National Honors Society and served as chairperson of  the school’s 
blood drive and child care service. Congratulations Jared. ■Ja
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Dentist receives loan 
from Corn Belt Power

Doctor Bryn Ealy received a $202,500 
loan from Corn Belt Power on 
February 19th. The funds were 

awarded through a new USDA Rural Economic 
Development Loan (REDL). Dr. Ealy used the 
funds to purchase Iowa River Dentistry from 
Dr. Gimer in Iowa Falls, who had practiced 
there since 1980. The acquisition retained five 
existing jobs at the practice. Dr. Bryn is a native 
of  Laurens and graduated from the University 
of  Iowa College of  Dentistry in 2018 with her 
Doctor of  Dental Surgery (DDS) designation. 
 “Being able to assist business owners like 
Dr. Ealy is the core of  our mission,” said Jim 
Vermeer, Corn Belt Power’s vice president, 
business development. “Dr. Ealy’s office will 
provide a vital service for cooperative members 
in the area. We’re happy to be able to help her 
along the path to success.”
 Corn Belt Power Cooperative’s revolving 
loan fund remains strong. The $7 million dollar 
fund has assisted in creating or retaining more 
than 2,000 jobs across Corn Belt Power’s service 
territory. 
  

Economic development
Above | Doctor Bryn Ealy, left, receives a check from Brittany Dickey, 
development finance director, Corn Belt Power Cooperative. Ealy used 
REDL funds to purchase Iowa River Dentistry from Dr. Gimer in Iowa Falls.

McCullough earns certificate
  Jake McCullough, apprentice electrician, Humboldt, 
recently completed his substation technician training 
modules through Northwest Lineman College. 
 Training modules include and are not limited to 
training on power delivery, safety, disconnects, switches 
and substation construction. 

Weber finishes Level I thermography training
 Collin Weber, energy services engineer, completed a 
Level I thermography training course in Cedar Rapids 
in March. Weber learned the following: 

 Comprehensive, hands-on introduction to thermal  
 imaging and measurement systems for predictive  
 maintenance applications. 

 How to collect quality data, accurate temperature  
 readings, and account for measurement effects such  
 as distance and emissivity using infrared cameras. 

 Interpret thermograms and make informed decisions  
 using heat transfer concepts to analyze thermal 
 images, and see the latest in infrared inspection report  
 generation and database software. 

 How to avoid costly mistakes - learn to distinguish between hot spots and  
 reflections, direct vs. indirect readings and qualitative vs. quantitative  
 thermography. Weber has completed requirements for a Level I Infrared  
 Thermography Certification.

Collin Weber

Above | Corn Belt Power employees enjoy getting out into the communities they serve. A line truck represented 
the cooperative at the Emmetsburg St. Patrick’s Day parade.

St. Patrick’s Day

Jake McCullough



The power of human connections

Brittany Dickey, development finance director, Corn Belt Power Cooperative, demonstrates the 
Touchstone Energy value of  commitment to community by volunteering as 3rd and 4th grade 
girls basketball coach, Gilmore City Bradgate  – West Bend Mallard.

 Dickey says, “We haven’t had a youth basketball program in our community in the past, unless a 
parent steps up and starts a team. I wanted to give my daughter and her teammates a chance to play 
and learn the game as I did. The girls made huge improvements the first year and I can’t wait to see 
them play in the years to come.” Dickey is pictured in purple on the right.
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March Touchstone Energy Volunteer Challenge winner | Doug Vlasman, energy advisor, 
Iowa Lakes Electric Cooperative, donated his $100 drawing prize to the Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation.

Corn Belt Power’s LEAD group and program facilitator pose for a 
photo after their tour of the Duane Arnold Energy Center Feb. 28. 
Pictured from left, Brittany Dickey, Josie Ubben, Patrick Connor, 
Tyler Herrig, Marena Fritzler, Sam Moore, Jeremy Stattleman, Kathy 
Peterson (People Works, Inc.), Matt Donald and Mike Finnegan.
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Above | Sometimes snow drifts make it almost impossible to access a substation. When this happens, crews 
dig a path to the gate. This Burt Substation drift measures nearly seven feet tall. 

Waiting for warmer weather


