
 

Corn Belt Power linemen certified 
to use new fall protection equipment

All of  Corn Belt Power Cooperative’s 
linemen are now certified  
 climbers — trained to use new 

fall protection equipment — well ahead 
of  the Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration 1910-269 regulation that 
requires 100 percent use of  the security belt 
system by April 1 of  this year. 
 Corn Belt Power received the new 
fall protection equipment last spring. 
Manufactured and marketed by Buckingham 
under the brand name Super Buck Squeeze, 
the new equipment works like a security 
belt for linemen when they climb. Should 
a lineman happen to slip when climbing a 
pole, the fall protection equipment would 
catch him before he falls.
 Carla Hofmaster, environmental/safety 
coordinator, explains Corn Belt Power’s 
path to putting the new technology to use: 
“We knew the regulation was coming, so we 
thought we might as well get ready now and 
be ahead of  the curve. We’re all set.”
 Corn Belt Power chose the Buckingham 
brand because Northwest Iowa Community 
College uses it in its powerline training 
program. Several of  Corn Belt Power’s 
newer linemen were already familiar with 
the equipment from their classes at NCC.
 “Most of  our newer hires who went to 
NCC were already trained. The younger 
men could teach the senior staff. The 
training went really well. The younger 
guys showed that it was really easy to use,” 
Hofmaster explains.
 Within nine months of  receiving the new 
equipment, all Corn Belt Power linemen 
were trained and certified through a timed 
test conducted by Iowa Association of  
Electric Cooperatives personnel. The test 
begins with the gear on the ground and 

participants are timed as they put the gear 
on, climb the pole and perform a rescue.
 The fall protection system includes a rope 
that loops around the pole and a leather belt 
with four D rings. Each employee chose 
whether to have his belt attach between, 
below or above the D rings. Hofmaster 
explains that the belt offers lower back 
support to linemen working on poles, which 

can help reduce back strain.
 Hofmaster said there have been no 
negative comments about requirements to 
use the new safety system. “It takes a little 
getting used to, “ she explains, “but who 
doesn’t want to go home every night safely? 
We work in a high-risk industry. We want 
to train our young men to be safe in this 
industry and be long-term employees.”
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Jamie Taylor, apprentice lineman, tests new fall protection climbing equipment. The Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration 1910-269 regulation requires 100 percent use of the security belt system by April 1 of this year. 

Fall protection equipment



Above | IES Commercial works to rebuild a nine-and-a-half mile section of Corn Belt Power 69 kV transmission line in Tama 
County. The rebuilt line will have higher capacity to deliver energy from a new wind farm owned by MidAmerican Energy Company.

Corn Belt Power Cooperative and Iowa Lakes Electric 
Cooperative staffed a display educating state legislators 
about the benefits of  load management at REC Day on the 

Hill March 16 at the State Capitol in Des Moines.
 Iowa’s electric cooperatives invited legislators to a dessert 
buffet on the first floor of  the State Capitol’s rotunda. Issues 
discussed included electric cooperatives’ support for a utility-based 
approach in Iowa for complying with proposed Environmental 
Protection Agency regulations on existing power plants. Co-ops 
support allowing utilities to move megawatt-hours and associated 
emissions rates between states.
 Co-op representatives also voiced their support for geothermal 
renewable energy tax credits and legislation encouraging utility-
owned solar energy projects.

REC Day on the Hill
Above | Sen. Tim Kraayenbrink, left, meets with representatives from Calhoun 
County REC and Midland Power Cooperative during REC Day on the Hill March 16 at 
the Iowa State Capitol in Des Moines. 

Co-ops host REC Day on the Hill

to carry new wind energy

Construction work began in January 
to rebuild Corn Belt Power 
Cooperative’s 69 kilovolt line from 

Dinsdale into the Traer Switching Station 
in Tama County. The rebuilt line will have 
increased capacity to deliver energy from 
a new wind farm owned by MidAmerican 
Energy Company near Wellsburg.
 IES Commercial is rebuilding the nine-
and-a-half-mile section of  line, which will be 

paid for by MidAmerican Energy and owned 
by Corn Belt Power. The project will increase 
the line’s capacity from 41 to 82 megavolt-
amperes and is scheduled to be completed by 
mid May.
 MidAmerican Energy recently built 60 
wind turbines totaling 140.8 megawatts 
near Wellsburg in Grundy County. Studies 
showed that Corn Belt Power’s transmission 
line from Dinsdale to Traer Switching 

Station, southeast of  Grundy Center, would 
be overloaded with the addition of  the new 
wind energy, requiring MidAmerican Energy 
to cover the cost of  rebuilding the section 
of  line.
 To accommodate the project, Corn 
Belt Power crews upgraded the bus, two 
switches and a circuit breaker at Wellsburg 
Switching Station, where the wind turbines 
interconnect. Also to facilitate the project, 
ITC Midwest upgraded the transformer it 
owns at the Wellsburg Switching Station.
 Corn Belt Power began planning for 
the project last summer. Josie Ubben, 
drafting/design technician, coordinated 
work on the project’s engineering with 
Stanley Consultants. She also assisted IES 
Commercial with materials procurement. 
Dan Shiflett, right-of-way/construction 
superintendent, and Corie Erickson, 
assistant right-of-way/land supervisor, 
helped coordinate surveying and staking for 
the project.
 Kevin Bornhoft, vice president, 
engineering and system operations, explains 
the value of  the project to Corn Belt Power: 
“This project provides the opportunity 
to upgrade another nine and a half  miles 
of  line that was close to 60 years old. 
Our old line was not adequate and having 
MidAmerican Energy cover the cost of  
the upgrade is part of  the interconnection 
process.”

Dinsdale to Traer line rebuiltDinsdale to Traer line rebuilt



New IT employee and custodian
Kamryn Phillips started in the IT Department Feb. 23 as IT specialist. Phillips is a graduate of  Iowa 
Central Community College. 

Scott Greene started Feb. 25 as custodian/groundskeeper. Greene’s father, Channing Greene, worked 
for Corn Belt Power as custodian from 1985-1994.  ■K
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Incumbent directors re-elected to serve Butler 
County REC
Members of  Butler County REC re-elected three 
incumbent directors at the cooperative’s annual 
meeting in Allison March 21. Re-elected were Duane 
Rieckenberg, Ionia; Donald Feldman, Greene; and John 
Klahsen, Aplington.
 Nearly 400 people attended the meeting, including 
147 voting members. 
 Mike Thatcher, vice president, generation, Corn Belt 
Power Cooperative, was the guest speaker. “Balancing 
our country’s energy needs with environment concerns 
is our biggest challenge today,” Thatcher said. “We will 
always need a diversified portfolio of  energy sources, 
including renewable energy and coal that is still an abundant, low-cost fuel.” 
 At the close of  the business meeting, $700 in cash was given as door prizes and each 
member received a pair of  heavy-duty scissors. Prior to the meeting, pork sandwiches were 
served and the Witchita County Band provided entertainment.
 Following the meeting, the board of  directors elected officers: Rieckenberg, president; 
Gary Poppe, Ionia, vice president; Leland Boyd, Charles City, treasurer; Tim Schrage, 
Allison, secretary; and Gerald Schmitt, Rockford, assistant secretary/treasurer.

Boone Valley celebrates 80th anniversary 
Boone Valley Electric Cooperative celebrated its 80th anniversary at its annual meeting 
March 21 in Renwick. Boone Valley was the first cooperative financed by the Rural 
Electrification Administration to energize its lines in Iowa.
 Attendance totaled 36 and Travis Tate, Renwick, was re-elected to a three-year term 
on the board of  directors. Jim Vermeer, vice president, business development, Corn 
Belt Power Cooperative, gave a presentation on economic 
development. Marion Denger, president, Iowa Association of  
Electric Cooperatives, reported on the association’s projects. Tim 
Anderson, T.P. Anderson and Co., presented the cooperative’s 
financial report.
 Each member received $20 in cash and seven cash door prizes 
were awarded. A roast beef  meal preceded the meeting.

Gibson promoted
Brian Gibson has been promoted to assistant chief  system 
operator effective March 16. Gibson will work closely over the 
next several months with Mike Zabel, chief  system operator.  

SCADA position filled
Andrew Thompson, IT specialist, has accepted the position 
of  SCADA technician. He moved to the Communications 
Department March 1.

Butler directors

Brian Gibson

Andrew Thompson
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REC Day on the Hill

Directors elected to serve on the Butler 
County REC board for three-year terms 
are, from left, Donald Feldman, Greene; 
Duane Rieckenberg, Ionia; and John 
Klahsen, Aplington.
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NREDA representatives 
visit Sen. Ernst

Capitol hill visit
Above | Members of the National Rural Economic Developers 
Association board of directors, from left Bruce Nuzum, Rand Fisher 
and, at right, Jim Vermeer, vice president, business development, 
Corn Belt Power, meet with Sen. Joni Ernst March 4 in Washington, 
D.C. Nuzum and Fisher are with the Iowa Area Development Group.

Board members from the National 
Rural Economic Developers 
Association met with U.S. Sen. Joni 

Ernst March 4 in Washington, D.C., to discuss 
U.S. Department of  Agriculture funding for the 
Rural Economic Development Loan & Grant 
program. Sen. Ernst serves on the Agriculture 
Committee.
 Corn Belt Power has received REDL&G  and 
Intermediary Relending Program funding from 
the USDA that has been used to make loans to 
rural businesses. At a total of  $5.6 million, Corn 
Belt Power’s revolving loan fund is one of  the 
largest in the country administered by an electric 
cooperative. Corn Belt Power made more loans 
to rural businesses in 2014 than in any prior 
year.
 The National Rural Economic Developers 
Association is a member organization dedicated 
to the advancement of  rural economic 
development. NREDA works to:

  Promote the exchange of  ideas and  
     information among association members

  Provide members educational opportunities  
     to encourage professional advancement

 Further the movement of  growing and
  revitalizing rural America through economic  
  enhancement.
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The power of human connections

Kari Rubel, accountant I, Corn Belt Power Cooperative, demonstrates the 
Touchstone Energy value of  commitment to community by teaching third  
  grade Sunday school at Zion Lutheran Church, Humboldt.

 She says, “I just recently joined Zion and was asked to teach Sunday school. I 
wanted to become more involved with my church and become more familiar with 
the Bible. On the Sundays I teach, I sometimes walk out of  there with the kids 
having taught me!”

Touchstone Energy Co-op Values    |     Integrity | Accountability | Innovation | Commitment to Community
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Cook to receive Basin 
Electric scholarship

Emily Cook, Hubbard, has been selected 
as the recipient of  a $1,000 Basin 

Electric Power Cooperative scholarship.
 Corn Belt Power Cooperative and Basin 
Electric awarded the scholarship to Cook, 

whose parents are members of  Midland Power Cooperative. Cook 
plans to study agriculture business and international agriculture at 
Iowa State University, Ames, where she will be a student this fall.
 A senior at South Hardin High School, Eldora, Cook has been active 
in cheerleading, dance team, track and field, vocal music and band. 
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