
PR
SR

T 
ST

D
U

.S
. P

os
ta

ge
PA

ID
Pe

rm
it 

N
o.

 2
1

H
ar

la
n,

 IA
 5

15
37

c
h

a
n

g
e

 s
e

r
v

ic
e

 
r

e
q

u
e

s
t

e
d

n
is

h
n

a
b

o
t

n
a

 v
a

ll
e

y
 r

e
c

13
17

 c
h

a
t

b
u

r
n

 a
v

e
P

o
 b

o
x

 7
14

h
a

r
la

n
, i

o
w

a
 5

15
37

September 2013

Nishnabotna Valley
Rural Electric Cooperative

1317 Chatburn
Harlan, Iowa

(712) 755-2166
1-800-234-5122

www.nvrec.comN Lews ines

nishnabotna valley

FEMA Considering Reducing the Amount of Funding 
Nishnabotna Valley Will Receive for the 2010 Ice Storm 

Disaster Relief Could Cost NVREC Members $21 Million
 Members, your cooperative is 
looking out for you. in order to do 
that, sometimes it takes many voic-
es speaking as one to be heard at 
the Federal level! 
 as you know, iowa’s taxpayers 
pay more than our fair share into the 
federal treasury and we are entitled 
to disaster assistance under the 
terms that were in place at the time 
we agreed to accept the federal 
assistance. recently, a bureaucrat 
at the Federal emergency Man-
agement administration (FeMa) 
decided to dramatically change the 
rules on how rural electric coop-
eratives receive federal disaster 
assistance to deal with the after-
math of a tornado, blizzard or other 
catastrophic weather events. More 
troubling, FeMa has determined it 
has the right to apply this change 
retroactively on funding for federally 
declared  disasters as far back as 
2010! 
 this rule change would require 
your electric cooperative to have 
a certified laboratory test a mini-
mum of three (3), twenty (20) foot 

samples of overhead conductor 
from each phase-in each mile-
annually. the test would also be 
required after a major storm event. 
nishnabotna valley feels this testing 
requirement would be an exces-
sive burden on the cooperative, and 
would actually weaken the structural 
integrity of its distribution lines.
 this “moving of the goal posts” 
is a betrayal of public trust and has 
the potential to force nishnabotna 
valley rec members to “repay” 
millions of dollars in federal disaster 
assistance that we were granted un-
der the terms of our prior agreement 
with FeMa. 
 nishnabotna valley rec’s con-
tractors have repaired hundreds 
of miles of overhead line, and 
they have rebuilt another 430. the 
cooperative has already received 
some disaster funds in good faith, 
while complying with all the FeMa 
regulations that were in place at 
the time the funding was provided. 
if FeMa is allowed to renege on its 
prior commitment and change what 
is expected of nvrec it will be very 

Nishnabotna Valley REC office will 

be ClosEd
on Monday, september 2, 2013

for labor day Holiday.
Have a safe and happy holiday!

detrimental to your cooperative.
 representatives from iowa’s 
electric cooperatives will be doing 
a washington, dc “fly-in” on sep-
tember 16 to talk with our legisla-
tors about this issue and others that 
could affect your electric bill.
 Please get involved and de-
mand that FEMA reconsider this 
dramatic change. look for a post 
card in the mail, sign and return 
it immediately to the Iowa Asso-
ciation of Electric Cooperatives 
(IAEC) office in des Moines. You 

can also stop into the Coop-
erative, fill out a postcard before 
Friday, september 6, and we will 
mail it in for you. All postcards 
must be to the IAEC office no 
later than Monday, september 9, 
2013. These post cards will be 
hand delivered to our legislators 
in Washington, dC.
 Make your voice be heard in 
washington. direct your legisla-
tors to have an open dialogue with 
FeMa about how this issue can be 
resolved fairly.

Project StatuS rePort
FEMA estimated length ........................................................ 515.5
As staked length ................................................................... 508.7
Contractor build (thru 8-21-13) ......................................... <430.8>
NVREC built/building ............................................................ <6.5>
Staked (no build) ..................................................................... <1>
Remaining to build (effective 8-22-13) .................................... 70.3

Congratulations to Jim 
Swensen on his retire-
ment! We wish you all the 
best and thank you for 
your 27 years of service.



Nishnabotna Valley REC 77th Annual Meeting 
Held at Veterans Memorial Auditorium
Membership Approves Change to Articles of Incorporation to Address 
Dispute Resolution

Annual Meeting Winners
 these individuals won a gift certificate for $50 to use towards their electricity bill. thanks to bobby Joe sher-
rill of sherrill electric for supplying our members with the energy credit gift certificates again this year.

richard lee
robert Kuster
Patricia Knudson
a James carlson
gaylen smith

 at the august 7, 2013 annual 
Meeting, nishnabotna valley rec 
members were asked to cast a 
ballot at for a proposed amend-
ment to the articles of incorpora-
tion. the members of nishnabotna 
valley rural electric cooperative 
have approved an amendment to 
the articles of incorporation of the 
cooperative by a vote of 76% of 
members present at the meeting, 
which establishes an organized 
method for resolving disputes with 
member-consumers in an efficient, 
expedient, and cost-effective man-
ner.

 the cooperative directors sub-
sequently amended the nishna-
botna valley rec by-laws to reflect 

changes in the articles of incorpo-
ration at their regularly scheduled 
meeting on august 22, 2013.

 NVREC Board of Directors vote to amend by-laws to reflect membership 
vote at the August 7 Annual Meeting.

Attending the third tour were (l to r) Ken Gaul, Dennis Gaul; Sheila  and 
Travis Partridge and Beverly and Tom Schmitz.

In Honor of Our 
Military, Police 
and Firefighters 
– September 11, 
2013 
 a remembrance and 
thank you to all the men 
and women who have 
fought to protect our free-
dom and our safety! this 
day marks the anniversary 
of the 9-11 tragedy that 
occurred in new york, 
washington dc, Penn-
sylvania, and essentially 
across our entire na-
tion! May god bless and 
protect our families, our 
homes, our state, and our 
country!

 each summer busloads of western iowa electric cooperative members 
head to the dakotas to seek out the source of their electric power.
 More than 100 cooperative members and employees made the trek 
north this summer as part of the energy trail tours conducted by niPco 
and its members. three three-day tours headed out in July and august.
 Members first stopped at the oahe dam north of Pierre, s.d., for a tour 
of the powerhouse. there the force of the Missouri river creates hydro-
power that supplies about 20 percent of the electric needs in the niPco 
service area.
 From there, the bus headed north where tour members spent a busy day 
visiting several facilities in the beulah and wilton, n.d., areas. they toured 
antelope valley generating station and the great Plains synfuels Plant, 
both owned by basin electric Power cooperative; the Freedom Mine, which 
supplies coal to both antelope valley and great Plains; and to the wilton 
wind energy center, a 130-turbine development that sends power into the 
basin electric system. antelope valley, great Plains and Freedom Mine are 
located in one complex to share resources and gain efficiencies.
 “i’ve gained a much better understanding of what happens behind the 
scenes at power plants and what the processes are to bring that source of 
power to our own,” said one tour member.
 “i didn’t know so many organizations worked together to provide us a 
product,” said another.

Oahe/Basin Tours 2013

Attending the first tour were (l to r) Keith Booth, Jim Butler, Dave and Angie 
Monson and Myrna and Melvin Nelsen.

Attending the second tour were (l to r) Betty and Lonnie
Ferneding and Nancy and Dennis Greer.

united we stand

bonnie Miller
robert rold
richard Kuhr
leslie blum
John curry

wayne Krohn
lyle Knudsen
Keith Peterson
larry ahrendsen
roger McMartin

robert sorensen
Marvin nielsen
Mark gardner
gaige Knudson
ann clemons
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Clearance envelope for grain bins filled by 
portable augers, conveyors or elevators

Flat top of 
clearance
envelope

Drawings reprinted with permission from IEEE Std. C2-2007, “National Electrical Safety Code.” © Copyright 2009 by IEEE; all rights 
reserved. The IEEE disclaims any responsibility or liability resulting from the placement and use in the described manner.

Maintain proper
clearance
around
grain bins   

During the last several years, more 
than two dozen deaths and serious inju-
ries have occurred on Iowa farms, when 
grain augers have come in contact with 
overhead power lines. If you’re planning 
to locate a new grain bin (or move an 
existing one) at your farm, please contact 
your local electric cooperative immedi-
ately. The staff at your co-op will provide 
assistance in planning a safe environ-
ment for everyone working at – and 
living around – your grain bins.

Iowa law requires specific clearances 
for electric lines around grain bins, with 
different standards for those filled by 
portable augers, conveyors and elevators 
and permanent equipment. In fact, the 
Iowa Electrical Safety Code found in 
Iowa Administrative Code Chapter 
199 – 25.2(3) b states: An electric utility 
may refuse to provide electric service 
to any grain bin built near an existing 
electric line which does not provide the 
clearances required by the American 
National Standards Institute (ANSI)C2-
2007 “National Electrical Safety Code,” 
Rule 234F. This paragraph “b” shall apply 
only to grain bins loaded by portable 
augers, conveyors or elevators and built 
after September 9, 1992, or to grain 
bins loaded by permanently installed 
augers, conveyors or elevators installed 
after December 24, 1997. This language 
has been adopted by the Iowa Utilities 
Board.

 Nishnabotna Valley REC is 
required by the Iowa Utilities Board to 
provide this annual notice to farmers, 
farm lenders, grain bin merchants 
and city and county zoning officials. 
The drawings on this page show the 
specific clearances required by the 
code, but your co-op’s policies may 
be more restrictive. If you have any 
questions concerning these clearance 
regulations – or what needs to be done 
before you begin placing a new grain 
bin or moving an existing one – please 
call NVREC for help.  

Don’t forget to use your Coop 
Connections Card at local & 
national participating businesses

Coop Connections Card
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NVREC Recipe Corner

Mini Mexican Pizzas for 
Healthy Tailgating

INGREdIENTs
3-4 large whole wheat tortillas, or enough 

to cut out 12 small circles (i prefer 
latortilla brand)

1 cup lean ground turkey, cooked (or 
lean ground beef or 1 cup Morning star 
Meatless crumbles™)

1/2 cup salsa of choice (i used one with 
corn)

2 tsp dry taco seasoning
1/2 cup low fat refried beans
1/2 cup  low fat shredded mexican blend or 2% cheddar cheese
optional toppings: sliced black olives, shredded lettuce, low fat sour cream, chopped 

tomatoes

2013-2014 IOWA HOME ENERGY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

ATTENTION: Residential Customers
Need Help With Your Heating Bill?
 the 2013-2014 low-income home energy assistance Program (li-
heaP) has been established to help qualifying low-income iowa homeown-
ers and renters pay for a portion of their primary heating costs for the winter 
heating season.
 the assistance is based on household income, household size, type of 
fuel, and type of housing.
 if you are not sure where to apply, please write to:

liheaP
iowa department of human rights
capitol complex
des Moines, ia 50319
 or call your local community action agency.

INCoME MAXIMUMs
household three-Month annual
size gross income  gross income
1 $4,309 $17,235
 2 $5,816 $23,265
 3 $7,324 $29,295
 4 $8,831 $35,325
 5 $10,339 $41,355
 6 $11,846 $47,385

 For households with more than six members, add $1,508 per three
 months or $6,030 annually for each additional member.

WHEN To APPlY:
•	 Elderly	(60&	over)	and/or	disabled:	October	1,	2013	to	April	30,	2014
•	 All	other	households:	November	1,	2013	to	April	30,	2014

WHAT To TAKE:
•	 Proof	of	Income	(for	all	household	members	age	19	and	over)
•	 Most	recent	3	months’	check	stubs,	award	letter	from	Social	Secu-

rity or 2012 tax return
•	 Social	Security	numbers	for	all	household	members (documentation 

required)
•	 Recent	heat	bill
•	 Recent	electric	bill

WAGE EARNERs:
 Please bring copies of your check stubs for the three-months period pre-
ceding the date of application, or a copy of your federal income tax return.

FIXEd INCoME:
 this income may include: social security benefits, supplemental secu-
rity income, Family investment Program, veteran’s assistance, unemploy-
ment insurance and pensions. Please bring copies of your most recent 3 
months’ check stubs.

SELF-EMPLOYED/FARMERS:
 Please bring a copy of your most recent federal income tax return.

FIP RECIPIENTs:
 Please bring your current dhs notice of decision or contact your local 
office for acceptable document information.
 If you receive alimony or child support, it will also need to be verified.

Wellness at Any Age

dIRECTIoNs
 the estimated time to make this recipe is 20-25 Minutes.
 1. Preheat oven to 425 degrees. spray a 12 count muffin tin with non-stick 
cooking spray.
 2. start by laying each tortilla out individually on a flat surface, and use an 
empty can, glass cup, or cookie cutter to cut 3-4 medium circles out of each wrap.
 3. Press each wrap circle into muffin tin using your fingers. (note: it doesn’t 
have to cover the entire side of the tin, it should just fit snuggly!)
 4. Meanwhile, in a small bowl, mix together the ground meat, salsa, taco sea-
soning, and refried beans. stir until well combined.
 5. scoop 1/8th cup of meat mixture into each wrap.
 6. top with shredded cheese, (dividing evenly between each pizza), and olives 
if desired.
 7. bake in pre-heated oven for 12-15 minutes, or until cheese is melted.
 8. wait for mini Mexican pizzas to cool, and remove from muffin tin using a fork 
or knife. Pizza’s should pop out with ease!
 9. serve with a side of salsa, low fat sour cream, chopped tomatoes, and/or 
shredded lettuce if desired!


