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Monogram Prepared Meats – 
Bring Home the Bacon
on august 22 u.s. secretary of 
agriculture tom vilsack visited iowa 
to discuss how recent usda invest-
ments are helping them in their 
job-creation efforts.  

 while in iowa, secretary vilsack 
also announced over $4.5 million 
in usda rural economic develop-
ment loan and grant (redlg) 
program funding to help several or-
ganizations in iowa expand health-
care and job opportunities through-
out the state. under this program, 
usda provides zero-interest loans 
and grants to utilities that lend 
funds to local businesses for proj-

ects to create and retain employ-
ment in rural areas. these types of 
funding programs contribute to a 
multiplier effect for its impact. since 
2009, iowa has received $27.6 mil-
lion in funding for job-creating initia-
tives through the redlg program.

nishnabotna valley rural electric 
cooperative, and its power provid-
er, northwest iowa Power coopera-
tive, were each awarded $1 million 
in redl pass-through loans to 
assist Monogram Prepared Meats, 
llc in harlan, iowa, expand its 
food processing capacity.

by John euch-
ner, ceo

concern for 
community is 
at the heart of 
the coopera-
tive business 
model, which is 
why the safety 
of our member-
owners and employees is our top 
priority. a commitment to safety is 
present in all aspects of our busi-
ness, whether it involves linemen 
working on power poles and lines, 
workers at our generation plants, or 
member-service personnel educat-
ing students about ways to stay 
safe around electricity. Protecting 
people, equipment and property is 
at the forefront of our daily business 
activities. 

in recent years, we've integrated 
more renewable energy into our 
portfolio, and today, some member-
owners are exploring the option 
of owning a distributed generation 
system, such as a wind turbine or 
solar panels. each type of energy 
source, including distributed gener-
ation, requires careful consideration 

Concern for Community: Safety is the Cornerstone
of the unique safety needs of that 
particular resource. For example, 
in nuclear power plants employ-
ees undergo significant training to 
ensure the safe handling of materi-
als. at our coal-fueled generating 
facilities, employees are equipped 
with extensive personal protec-
tive equipment to prevent injuries 
unique to working in a power plant. 
we follow strict state and federal 
standards to ensure safety is not 
compromised. 

the state of iowa provides over-
sight of all electric utilities to protect 
employees and consumers from 
safety issues. the iowa utilities 
board also has adopted safety 
standards, and your board of direc-
tors further adopts safety policies at 
the local level. 

each type of generating source 
often has specific requirements. in 
the case of a rooftop solar system, 
the international Fire code requires 
a construction permit, specific 
signage and markings, properly 
spaced access points, and smoke 
ventilation, just to name a few. all 
distributed generation systems 
within the state must have a safety 

inspection by either a local city 
inspector or the iowa department of 
Public safety.

because of the diverse require-
ments, if you are considering 
investing in a distributed generation 
system for your property, contact 
nishnabotna valley rec at the be-
ginning of your research and plan-
ning process. we will help you to 
understand the necessary require-
ments to ensure your system is 
safely and properly interconnected 
to the power grid. iowa law requires 
that customers notify their electricity 
utility before interconnecting distrib-

uted generation and that an inter-
connection agreement is in place. 
these measures are to ensure the 
safe and reliable operation of the 
system and to protect our member-
owners and employees who interact 
with the power grid. if our linemen 
are not aware of an interconnected 
system, they could be at risk of a 
serious injury when working on the 
distribution system. 

contact your cooperative today 
at 712-755-2166 if you would like 
more information about distributed 
generation. we're here to serve 
you.

– continued on page 4



we have had several 
requests from members 
recently to build services for 
new grain bin facilities, so 
we want to remind you of 
the proper clearance rules 
concerning electric lines.

the state of iowa requires 
specific clearances for elec-
tric lines around grain bins, 
with different standards 
for those filled by portable 
augers, conveyors and 
elevators and permanent 
equipment. in fact, the iowa 
electrical code chapter 
199 – 25.2(3) (b) states: an 
electric utility may refuse to 
provide electric service to 
any grain bin built near an 
existing electric line which 
does not provide the clear-
ance required by the amer-
ican national standards 
institute (ansi) c2-2002 
“national electrical safety 
code,” rule 234f. this 
paragraph “b” shall apply 
only to grain bins loaded by 
portable augers, conveyors 
or elevators and built after 
september 9, 1992, or to 
grain bins loaded by per-
manently installed augers, 
conveyors or elevators built 
after december 24, 1997. 
the iowa utilities board 
has adopted this language.

nishnabotna valley rec is 
required by the iowa utili-
ties board to provide this 
annual notice to farms, 
farm lenders, grain bin 
merchants and city and 
county zoning officials. the 
drawings on this page show 

Maintain proper clearance
around grain bins

the specific clearances regulations – or what needs to be done before you begin placing 
a new grain bin or moving an existing one. Please call us at 800-234- 5122 or our power 
supplier, northwest iowa Power cooperative, at (712) 546-4141, if you have questions.

the utility that keeps your 
lights and appliances hum-
ming along every day is a 
cooperative business, not a 
corporation.

cooperatives are owned 
by the consumers who use 
their services: you and your 
neighbors. in fact, your 
electric cooperative doesn’t 
ever refer to you as a “cus-
tomer.” instead, everyone 

Celebrate the cooperative way
who works there knows you 
are a “member.”

every october is coopera-
tive Month, when members 
from more than 29,000 
cooperatives nationwide—
including more than 900 
electric cooperatives—cel-
ebrate their heritage.

take a few moments this 
month to learn a little more 
about the way your electric 

cooperative does business. 

here is the basic coopera-
tive business philosophy: 
they are not-for-profit, 
democratically controlled, 
volunteer-run and member-
owned.

that means they don’t sell 
stock to out-of-state share-
holders and let outsiders 
decide what’s best for their 
local consumer-members.

and it means that any mem-
ber—including you—can 
run for election to the coop-
erative’s board of directors, 
a body that hires the man-
ager and sets policies for 

the utility.

if you don’t want to be a 
board member, you still can 
vote for the candidates you 
would like to represent you.

if an employee of your 
electric cooperative calls 
you on the phone, he or 
she will never ask you for 
passwords, user names or 
social security numbers.

so if someone calls and 
claims to work for the utility 
and asks you for this infor-
mation, you’ll have a pretty 
good idea that the person is 
a fraud.

these scammers are trying 

Don’t get TRICKED
to get your bank account 
and credit card numbers so 
they can rob you. some-
times, they say they’re from 
the “electric authority” or 
from an electric company 
in the city that doesn’t even 
have customers near here.

if you suspect a caller is 
pretending to be an electric 
cooperative employee in an 
effort to scam you, hang up. 
then, call the utility to report 
what happened.

nishnabotna valley rec 
participated in the 2014 
touchstone energy(r) 
golf invitational hosted 
by northwest iowa Power 
cooperative (niPco) and 
its member systems on 
august 11 at the whisper-
ing creek golf club in 
sioux city. niPco provides 
wholesale electric gen-
eration and transmission 
services to your coopera-
tive.  a total of sixty-eight 
golfers attended the event, 
which focuses its primary 
emphasis on strengthening 
the business relationship 
between niPco's mem-
ber cooperatives, such as 

Nishnabotna Valley REC 
Participates in 2014 Touchstone 
Energy® Golf Invitational

nishnabotna valley rec, 
and their commercial and 
industrial business leaders. 
dollars remaining after all 
expenses are paid are then 
distributed to charities se-
lected by niPco's member 
electric cooperatives. at the 
september board meeting, 
nvrec board voted to do-
nate our portion ($1,100) to 
northwest iowa community 
college and earmark it for 
their lineman program.

in this event's 16 year 
history, over $355,000 
has been raised for chari-
ties within northwest iowa 
Power cooperative member 
systems.
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During harvest, you have a huge amount of work to do within a very short window 
of time. That urgency is likely what causes more accidents and damage during 
harvest than at any other time during the year. We want you to accomplish 
everything you need to do on time, but we want you to do it safely.
To help prevent injuries, keep these recommended safe work practices in mind:
•	 Check	for	clearance	from	overhead	power	lines	when	moving	tall	equipment.
•	 The	"No	seat,	no	rider"	rule	is	always	in	effect.
•	 A	clean	and	reflective	slow	moving	vehicle	(SMV)	sign	is	located	on	the	rear	of	
any	tractor	and	piece	of	towed	equipment	that	is	used	for	roadway	travel.

•	 Tractors	are	equipped	with	a	rollover	protective	structure	(ROPS)	and	a	seat	
belt.	Always	wear	the	seat	belt	with	a	ROPS.

•	 An	ABC	fire	extinguisher	(minimum	5	pounds)	is	on	the	tractor.
•	 A	fully	stocked	first	aid	kit	is	accessible.
•	 Everyone	who	operates	the	equipment	has	received	training.
•	 Never	bypass	start	a	tractor.	Always	follow	the	correct	starting	procedure.
•	 All	protective	guards	and	shields	are	in	place.
•	 Lock	brake	pedals	together	before	traveling	on	the	road.
•	 Never	lean	or	step	over	a	power	takeoff	(PTO)	while	it	is	operating.

Preparation Is Key to Stay 
Safe During Harvest

Exciting Development 
in the EPA Proposed 
Clean Power Plan
In	September,	the	EPA	announced	
another	45-day	extension	for	
comments to be submitted regarding 
its	proposed	111(d)	rule,	which	seeks	
to	regulate	carbon	dioxide	emissions	
for	existing	coal-based	power	plants.	
The deadline has now moved from 
October	16	to	December	1,	2014.	
National	Rural	Electric	Cooperative	
Association	(NRECA)	CEO	Jo	Ann	
Emerson	made	the	following	statement	
regarding the announcement:
“These proposed regulations are 
some	of	the	most	complex	and	
far-reaching	ever	written.	Electric	
cooperatives	welcome	the	extension	of	
the comment period to allow for more 
analysis of their impact on affordability 
and	reliability,”	said	Emerson.	“This	
extension	provides	electric	co-ops	the	
opportunity to offer more informed and 
specific	feedback	to	the	agency	before	
announcement	of	the	final	rule.”
Echoing	Emerson’s	comments,	Basin	
Electric	also	released	the	following	
comment: 
“We are very grateful for the work of 

our delegations to facilitate more time 
to	comment	on	this	rule.	As	drafted,	
Section	111(d)	creates	more	questions	
than	answers.	Having	adequate	
time within that framework to draft 
meaningful comments and achievable 
solutions is imperative. While the 
additional	45	days	is	indeed	helpful,	the	
complexities	of	this	proposed	rule	may	
dictate	further	time	and	study.	Setting	
energy policy for our nation within this 
regulatory environment is challenging 
and certainly not ideal. We continue to 
reach out to other industry groups and 
stakeholders to develop a feasible path 
forward,	one	that	will	include	flexibility	
for	early	action,	facilitates	multi-state	
plans and creates a viable path for coal 
in our future.”
Have you visited www.tellepa.com 
or www.action.coop to submit your 
comment	to	the	EPA?	Every	comment	
is	extremely	important.	It	is	very	easy	to	
do	and	Janell	Cheek	is	happy	to	help.	
Any	questions	or	comments,	please	
come	visit	Janell	or	call	her	at	the	
NVREC	office	at	712-755-2166.

	 The	Environmental	Protection	Agency	has	mandated	regulations	on	existing	power	plants.	
These costly regulations could increase your electric bill and reduce the reliability of your 
power	supply	by	forcing	many	coal	plants	to	shut	down.	We	need	these	coal	plants	as	part	of	our	energy	mix.	Join	
more	than	500,000	Americans	who	have	already	taken	action	by	voicing	their	concern	over	these	costly	mandates.	
	 By	standing	together,	we	can	keep	our	access	to	affordable,	reliable	energy,	and	support	job	creation	and	
economic	growth	in	our	community.	Visit	the	website	listed	or	scan	the	code	to	be	part	of	this	movement.

Harlan Municipal Utilities and Nishnabotna Valley REC 
work together to get the message across. 

Member-owners of nishnabotna valley rec should receive their share of 
the $229,612 in the mail in late october.

“this is the members’ share of the profits as owners of their cooperative,” 
explains nishnabotna valley rec chief executive officer, John euchner.

checks represent patronage dividends from the cooperative’s 1993 mar-
gins. “if you were a member of the rec in 1993, there would have been a 
check in the mail to you,” euchner said.

allocation of dividends is based on the amount of electricity member’s use. 
the more electricity used, the greater their share of the dividends. 

Members of nishnabotna valley rec have received over $4.9 million in 
patronage dividends since the cooperative began in 1936.

REC Members Share in $229,612 
Patronage Dividend Refund
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Wellness at Any Age

Make Fright Night a Delight

Halloween	is	one	of	the	happiest	holidays	for	kids	and	their	parents.	Don’t	let	it	turn	into	a	
frightening	experience	because	of	outdoor	safety	hazards	at	your	home.
Welcome	trick-or-treaters	to	your	door	by	making	your	yard	and	porch	safe	to	visit.	Here’s	
how:
KEEp pEts iNdooRs.	Those	vampire	and	zombie	costumes	might	not	scare	you,	but	
they	can	freak	out	dogs,	cats	and	other	furry	family	members.	And	a	frightened	animal	
might	hiss,	bite	or	scratch	your	little	visitors.	Seclude	your	pets	in	a	quiet,	comfortable	part	
of	the	house	where	they	can’t	see	or	hear	the	intruders.	You’ll	do	both	pets	and	people	a	
favor.
KEEp it ClEaN. Your	yard,	that	is.	Pick	up	rakes,	power	tools,	tree	branches	and	
anything	else	that	could	either	trip	or	tempt	a	witch	or	goblin.	Clutter	can	cause	trouble	
when children are traipsing through your yard.
KEEp tHE ligHts oN.	Light	up	a	walking	path	to	your	front	door.	That	will	both	direct	the	
trick-or-treaters	to	the	single	spot	at	your	house	where	you’d	like	them	to	be,	and	offer	them	
a	safe	way	to	get	there.	Before	Oct.	31,	replace	all	burned-out	outdoor	lights,	and	consider	
adding	some	more.	If	you	don’t	have	any	pathway	lights,	consider	placing	glow	sticks	along	
the sidewalk and porch for the evening.
KEEp yoUR MEssagE ClEaR. The	best	way	to	tell	trick-or-treaters	that	you’ve	run	out	
of	candy	is	to	turn	off	all	outdoor	lights	and	most	of	the	indoor	ones.	A	dark	house	signals	a	
parent to take the party elsewhere.
KEEp it siMplE. Homeowners decorate nearly as much for Halloween as they do for 
Christmas.	If	your	display	includes	outdoor	lights,	choose	products	rated	for	safety	by	UL.	
If	you	don’t	see	a	UL	mark	on	the	box	the	lights	come	in,	don’t	buy	them.	And	every	year	
before	hanging	your	outdoor	decorations,	check	for	damaged	wires,	which	can	cause	a	fire.

Monogram Prepared Meats cooks and packages a variety of ready-to-eat 
bacon products in the shelby county facility. the primary product is sliced, 
cooked bacon, primarily for the food service industry for use on sandwich-
es or with breakfast items.

the loans will provide low-interest funding assistance to Monogram Pre-
pared Meats to expand their production capacity to five lines. this also 
allowed the harlan manufacturing facility to add an additional twenty full-
time jobs.

nishnabotna valley rec has served this growing business since 2005, 
when the company was known as shelby county cookers. the building 
shelby county cookers purchased was constructed utilizing redlg funds 
and the repayment of that loan was used to establish nishnabotna valley 
rec's revolving loan Fund program.

Monogram  . . . –continued from page 1

INGREDIENTS
5 cups tortilla chips 
1 can (15 oz) Progresso(tm) black beans, drained, rinsed and mashed 
1 can (4.5 oz) old el Paso(tm) chopped green chiles, drained 
2 teaspoons old el Paso(tm) taco seasoning mix (from 1-oz package) 
2 plum (roma) tomatoes, chopped 
2 medium green onions, sliced (2 tablespoons) 
2 cups finely shredded colby-Monterey Jack cheese blend (8 oz) 
DIRECTIONS
•	 Heat	gas	or	charcoal	grill.	Spray	12x18-inch	foil	pan	with	cooking	spray.	Spread	tortilla	

chips in pan. 
•	 In	medium	bowl,	mix	beans,	chiles	and	taco	seasoning	mix;	spoon	evenly	over	tortilla	

chips. top with tomatoes and onions. sprinkle with cheese. cover pan with foil. 
•	 Place	foil	pan	on	grill	over	medium	heat.	Cover	grill;	cook	8	to	10	minutes	or	until	

cheese is melted. carefully remove foil.

Grilled 
Picnic 
Taco

Nachos


