
This is a com-
mon question 
from consumers 
across the coun-
try, and even 
around the world, 
as they look to 
policymakers, 
electric coopera-
tives and other 
utilities to provide an answer to this 
question. 

The electricity industry is dynamic 
and continuously evolving; the 
electric co-op history of string-
ing the first power lines and poles 
in rural America nearly 80 years 
ago illustrates that statement. As 
electric cooperatives, our core 
business principles ensure that we 
balance change with doing what’s 
right for all of our member-owners 
and the long-term sustainability of 
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What will the power grid of the future look like?
the cooperative. And amidst all of 
this change, there are a number 
of fundamental things that remain 
important constants.

before electric cooperatives lit up 
rural areas with affordable and reli-
able power, individual businesses 
and residences had to rely on their 
own sources of fuel to provide 
power and light. The long-awaited 
delivery of centralized power gen-
eration – the delivery of electricity 
from one central station power plant 
to end users through transmission 
and distribution lines – dramatically 
improved the quality of life for farm 
families and businesses. 

central station generation quickly 
earned its place in our lives by pro-
viding safe, reliable and affordable 
power to hundreds of thousands 
of people. in fact, the creation of 

the north American power grid has 
been lauded as one of the greatest 
achievements of the 20th century 
and one of the most indispensable 
machines on earth. Today, more 
than at any point in history, our 
livelihoods and economies rely on 
a continuous and affordable power 
supply, and that power comes from 
a diverse mix of fuel sources in-
cluding coal, nuclear, hydro, wind, 
solar and biomass. central station 
generation also provides diversity 
in system size, optimal operation 
times for maximum efficiency, and 
geographic location.

efficiencies of power generation 
and delivery have dramatically 
evolved over the decades, too. 
energy efficiency has always been 
a cornerstone of the cooperatives’ 
strong efforts toward environmental 
responsibility, and programs and 
services designed in concert with 
central station generation continue 
to improve with technological ad-
vances.

As member-owners investigate 
solar and wind distributed energy 

resources, your electric cooperative 
sees this as yet another evolution 
in the energy business. we support 
our members’ interests in owning 
their own renewable energy sys-
tem. however, we also know that in 
order to ensure reliable and uninter-
rupted power, individual renewable 
systems must be balanced with a 
continuous source of dependable 
power from central station genera-
tion. 

That’s why your team of employees 
and locally elected board members 
– along with policymakers and other 
utilities – are working hard to en-
sure costs are fair, and all genera-
tion systems are safe, reliable and 
environmentally responsible. 

our electricity systems and the 
needs of our member-owners will 
continue to evolve as demand 
increases for reliable, affordable 
power. As your not-for-profit electric 
cooperative, our job is to make sure 
that we never drift away from our 
top priority of improving the quality 
of life for our member-owners.

HOLIDAY CLOSINGS 
veterans’ day, Tuesday, November 11, 2014

Thanksgiving, Thursday & Friday, November 27& 28, 2014

John Euchner, CEO



Shop early 
for LED 
holiday 
lights

Artificial christmas trees pre-strung 
with led lights have become so 
popular that many stores sell out of 
them every year long before santa’s 
big day.

The same goes for led icicle lights 
and other indoor and outdoor lighted 
decorations, so if you’re switching 
from incandescent bulbs to energy-
efficient leds this year, start shop-
ping now.

The rush to decorate with long-last-
ing leds is no surprise, given their 
benefits:

•	 LEDs	are	designed	to	operate	for	
thousands of hours over dozens 
of holiday seasons before burning 
out, so you’ll replace them less 
often and rarely suffer the frustra-
tion of half-dark strands as you 
pull out last year’s lights.

•	 LEDs	are	cooler	to	the	touch	than	
traditional tree lights, so they are 
unlikely to catch your live tree on 
fire.

•	 As	LED	decorations	have	be-
come more popular, their price 
has dropped significantly.

•	 These	energy-efficient	decora-
tions use up to 90 percent less 
electricity than your old, tradition-
al strands of lights.

nishnabotna valley rec suggests 
shopping at www.bulbs.com (and 
using your co-op connections 
discount) or www.christmas-light-
source.com for thousands of energy 
efficient choices.

Nishnabotna Valley 
REC members 
benefit from online 
bill pay or NVREC’s 
automatic pay plan 
it is important for members to pay 
their bill on time. by missing or 
being late on a payment, members 
can incur late fees and potentially 
disconnection of service. Fortu-
nately, nishnabotna valley rec 
has methods for members to submit 
timely bill payments and avoid 
penalties.

our office in harlan is open Monday 
through Friday from 7:30 a.m. to 
4:00 p.m. (except holidays). we ac-
cept checks, debit cards and credit 
card payments for outstanding 
balances, so members can come in 
during business hours or call in and 
pay over the phone. There is also a 
convenient after-hours drop-off box 
you may drive up to. Members are 
advised not to submit cash pay-
ments in to the after-hours box. 

several members have chosen to 
take advantage of our online bill 
pay by creating a personal account 
on our website, www.nvrec.com. 
Members simply create a secure 
account and gain access to account 
information which includes your bill 
detail, average usage for the past 
year, average daily cost, and much 
more. 

Finally, members could use our 
Automatic Payment plan whereby 
the customer’s bill amount is taken 
on its due date from a savings or 
checking account. in order to sign 
up for automatic bill payment, mem-
bers need to complete an authori-
zation form, which is on our website 
or simply pick one up at our office 
in harlan. There is no check to write 
or stamp needed to mail your pay-
ment.

For more information about online 
bill pay or automatic bill pay op-
tions, please call our office at 712-
755-2166 or 800-234-5122. gain 
control of your electric bill before 
cold winter months arrive. 

Greenhouse Gas Rule Open for Comment 
through December 1, 2014
The environmental Protection 
Agency has allowed an extra 45 
days on the october 16, 2014 
deadline for public comment about 
its proposal to cut greenhouse 
gas emissions from existing power 
plants. nishnabotna valley rec 
and our member-owners, along with 
electric cooperatives from across 
the country, have an extra 45 days 
to get our messages to the envi-
ronmental Protection Agency about 
its proposal to cut greenhouse 
gas emissions from existing power 
plants.

Public comments on its proposed 
carbon dioxide standard for fossil 
generation are now due to the 
agency December 1, 2014. Na-
tional Rural Electric Cooperative 
Association, along with multiple 
parties concerned about the 
rule’s cost and reliability impli-
cations, had asked EPA to allow 
more time for feedback from 
those impacted by the rule.

nrecA and electric cooperatives 
across the country have raised their 
concerns at public hearings, in Tv 
ads and through a grassroots effort 
that has helped flood ePA with pub-
lic comments from co-op members 
worried about the consequences of 
the rule that was proposed on June 
2, 2014. nishnabotna valley rec 
has handed out post-cards at sev-

eral venues, sent out bill stuffers in 
May and July, and run several radio 
commercials about the proposed 
ePA recommendations. 

despite the extension of the com-
ment period, the new rules are 
expected to go final in June 2015. 
under the proposed rule, ePA 
set carbon dioxide limits for each 
state, which then must develop its 
own implementation plan using a 
variety of means. These plans can 
include energy efficiency, switch-
ing from coal-based generation to 
natural gas, and increasing power 
supply from emission-free energy 
resources. compliance begins in 

Nishnabotna Valley 
REC is a Blue Zone 

Designated
Workplace!
Full details in the

December newsletter.

2020 with an interim goal based on 
an average of emissions during the 
years 2020-2029. A final emissions 
goal will be for the year 2030 and 
beyond.

If you have not taken the time to 
email the EPA with your concerns 
for their emissions standards 
proposed, we urge you to go 
online to www.action.coop, which 
reminds us that affordable and 
reliable energy is vital to Ameri-
can families and businesses. 
These proposed EPA regulations 
targeting existing power plants 
will increase the cost of electric-
ity and could have serious conse-
quences in our community. 



Nishnabotna Valley REC –
Authorization for Operation Round-Up®

________ Yes, I would like to participate in the community service program 
Operation Round-Up®. I understand that my electric bill will be rounded up 
to the next highest dollar. Those funds will be used for nonprofit community 
activities and programs.

Name_____________________________________________________

Address___________________________________________________

City_ ________________________ State______ Zip Code_________

Account Number(s): ________________________________________

Signature__________________________________________________

Date______________________________________________________

Round up your bill
to help others

What is Operation Round-Up®?
 Operation Round-Up® is a program that 
allows Nishnabotna Valley REC consumer-
owners to make a difference in their own 
communities. Operation Round-Up® allows 
you to “round-up” your monthly electric bills 
and donate the difference to a charitable 
fund to be used in Nishnabotna Valley REC’s 
service territory. The minimum amount you 
contribute each month is $0.01, and the 
maximum is $0.99.

How does Operation Round-Up® work?
 If you choose to participate, your electric bill 
will be rounded-up to the next highest dollar 
each month. For example, if your electric bill is 
$52.71, an additional balance of 29 cents will 
be added, making 
your bill an even 
$53.00.
How will the funds 

be used?
 Donations are 
made from the 
fund to non-profit 
organizations and 
individuals in need 
and also for family 
emergency disasters. 
The program has 
been successfully 
implemented in more 
than 200 electric 
co-ops across the 
nation. The program 

is administered by Nishnabotna Valley 
REC’s Board of Directors. Application forms 
are available at the REC office and will be 
reviewed by the Board of Directors quarterly. 
Applications should be received no later 
than the 15th of the month at the end of the 
quarter. Contributions to the fund are not tax 
deductible.
 By joining with other Nishnabotna Valley 
REC members, your small monthly donation 
can make a bigger impact. It’s what a 
cooperative is all about.
 If you would like to sign up for this 
worthwhile program and help make a 
difference, please fill out the form below and 
return it to our office.

Nishnabotna Valley REC Urges Prudent Space Heater Use
with winter temperatures creeping 
across iowa, nishnabotna valley 
rec reminds its 
members to focus 
on efficiency to save 
dollars and stay 
warm. space heat-
ers typically produce 
one unit of heat for 
each unit of electric-
ity they consume. 

“it is much more 
efficient to invest 
in weather stripping and insulation 
than it is to add electric resistance 
space heaters,” said rich Freml, 
nvrec Member services coordina-
tor. “caulking and plastic sheeting 
around windows will create more 
comfort in the home, and that’s a 
project most people can complete for 

$50 to $100.” That compares with as 
much as several hundred dollars for 
space heaters that typically rely on 
radiant or convection heat sources, 
or a combination of the two, provid-
ing heat to a relatively small area.

“All electric resistance space heaters 
essentially take one unit of electricity 
and make one unit of heat,” Freml 
said. “A heat pump can take one unit 
of electricity and sometimes create 
as much as three units of heat.”

nishnabotna valley rec suggests 
that space heaters be used ex-
tremely sparingly, as supplemen-
tal heating at bath time for added 
comfort or when someone is active 
in an unheated workshop. Then the 
space heater should be turned off 
when those areas are not in use. 
“space heaters are meant for tem-

porary use, not for long periods of 
time”, Freml said. “Many models 
use between 600 and 1,500 watts of 
electricity, so using just one for eight 
hours a day, five days a week, you 
will see the impact on your monthly 
electric bill.”

nishnabotna valley rec members 
who heat with electric are eligible for 
the switch Makes cents program. 
Members have the opportunity to 
participate in the sMc program, 
which can save money on their 
electric rate and on the purchase of 
qualifying new equipment. 

since the 1980s, the Touchstone 
energy cooperatives 
of western iowa have 
provided members this 
special opportunity to 
save both energy and 

money. switch Makes cents partici-
pants agree to have radio-controlled 
switches installed on qualifying 
equipment. when electric demand 
grows to certain levels, the switches 
cycle the equipment off and on to 
control electric demand, thus sav-
ing electricity and helping decrease 
electric costs. The equipment auto-
matically returns to normal opera-
tion when the cooperative’s electric 
demand decreases. Most switch 
Makes cents participants agree that 
comfort levels are maintained in the 
home even when the equipment is 
switched off periodically during high 
demand times.

For more information on the switch 
Makes cents program or other ener-
gy efficiency tips offered by your co-
operative, please call 712-755-2166 
or visit our website at nvrec.com.



Wellness at Any Age

NVREC Recipe Corner

serves 8 
INgREDIENTs: 
8 cups gluten-free 1-inch bread cubes (that’s about 2 

sandwich loaves) 
2 tablespoons olive oil 
1 tablespoon unsalted butter 
2 ribs celery, diced 

Classic Gluten-Free 
Stuffing
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FINANCIAl WEllNEss lUNCH AND lEARN:
(Attend one or both)

harlan Public library – noon-1 pm. – lunch beginning at 11:45 am

Thursday, Nov. 13th, 2014 – Take Charge of Your Credit; using credit 
wisely, credit reports, solving credit issues; presented by Mary beth 
Kaufman, Family Finance specialist, isu extension and outreach

Thursday, Nov. 20th, 2014 – ABC’s of Banking; financial services, elec-
tronic features, keeping your account safe; presented by shelby county 
state bank

Please RsVP by Nov. 3rd to shelby County Extension & 
Outreach, 755-3104 or pamelaj@iastate.edu. 

No Cost to AtteNd ANd LuNCh Provided!

1 large onion, peeled and diced 
1 teaspoon each fine-chopped fresh rosemary, sage, and thyme 
2 cups hot stock (turkey or chicken) 
3 large eggs 
salt and pepper 

DIRECTIONs:
Preheat the oven to 425 degrees. Put the bread cubes in a large bowl. set 
a small pan on high heat and pour in the stock. cook until it is boiling hot, 
then leave it simmering on the back burner. beat the eggs together in a 
bowl. 

set a large saute pan on medium-high heat. Put the oil and butter in the 
pan. when the liquids move around the pan easily, add the diced celery 
and onions. cook them, stirring, until they are soft and translucent, about 
7 minutes. Add the fresh herbs to the pan and cook, stirring, until they 
release their fragrance, about 1 minute. 

Toss the softened celery and onions into the bowl with the bread cubes. 
Put it all into a 3-quart casserole pan. 

Pour a few tablespoons of the hot stock into the beaten eggs. stir, quickly, 
until the stock is incorporated. Add the remaining stock, slowly, continuing 
to stir. 

Pour the eggy stock over the pan of bread cubes. Press down on the 
cubes with your hands, distributing the liquid evenly. cover the casserole 
pan with aluminum foil. 

slide the stuffing into the oven and cook for 20 minutes. remove the alu-
minum foil and cook until the stuffing is steaming hot and browned, but not 
dry, about 10 more minutes. if you can insert a toothpick into the middle of 
the stuffing and have it come out clean, the stuffing is done. 

cover with gravy, immediately.
Harlan Tribune Graphics Web Printing

shoppers who start their holiday shopping early can find some impressive 
deals. Knowing where to find these deals takes a bit of research. whether 
you scout the ads yourself, wait for the deals to arrive in your inbox, or 

Gifts to Keep Your Loved Ones Safe
have downloaded an app for that, finding a deal can sometimes be easier 
than finding a suitable gift for the people on your list. your cooperative 
suggests you consider giving gifts to your loved ones that will help keep 
them safe – during the holidays and throughout the year.

nishnabotna valley rec recommends you add the following gifts to your 
shopping list:

•	 Appliance	Timer	with	a	Safety	Turn-off

•	 Portable/Extension	Cord	GFCI

•	 Tamper	Resistant	Outlets	or	Outlet	Plugs

•	 Non-contact	Voltage	Tester

•	 Power	Strips	and	Smart	Strips

nishnabotna valley rec wishes you a happy and safe holiday season.


