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Nishnabotna Valley
Rural Electric Cooperative

1317 Chatburn
Harlan, Iowa

(712) 755-2166
1-800-234-5122

www.nvrec.comN Lews ines

nishnabotna valley

❏ YES, please enter our names in the drawing 
for the trip. We understand that if our names are 
drawn, we will be billed $100.
Our first and second choice of dates:

 July 9-11 1st 2nd

 July 23-25 1st 2nd (please circle)

 Aug. 6-8 1st 2nd 
I/we ❏ have ❏ have not
participated in this tour in the past.

 Our Names ______________________________________

And ____________________________________________

Address _________________________________________

City ____________________________________________

Phone __________________________________________
Clip coupon and return to REC office by Fri., May 9, 2014

can be your on the Energy Trail Tour, sponsored by 
Nishnabotna REC and NIPCO. Learn how water and 
coal are used to make electricity. See mining area 
returned to productive land. Enjoy the fellowship of 
other cooperative member-owners in a comfortable 
motor coach. Lodging, meals and entry fees are 
included. Nine lucky couples from Western Iowa 
Power will be selected at random from those who 
sign up. You might be one of them, so sign up today! 

As a Nishnabotna Valley REC Rural 
Electric Cooperative member, you 
are part owner of the Cooperative.
You have pooled your money 
with other members and created 
equity for your Cooperative to buy 
electricity, fund plant investment, 
and provide services at an 
affordable cost.
As a locally owned business, 
Nishnabotna Valley REC is 
committed to the people it serves 
and all of the communities in its 
service territory. Because we 
are member-owned, one of the 
principles your Nishnabotna Valley 
REC follows is a commitment to 
returning your investment. This 
is done in the form of patronage 
dividends.

Since cooperatives are nonprofit, 
margins remaining each year are 
allocated to members through the 
patronage dividend process. The 
amount returned is in relation to 
your transactions with NVREC.
Patronage dividends are returned to 
Nishnabotna Valley REC members 
on a 20-year schedule.
In April, your Board of Directors 
approved an allocation of patronage 
dividends to the members in the 
amount of $485,575. With this 
allocation of patronage dividends, 
members of Nishnabotna Valley 
REC have been allocated over 
$10.6 million in patronage dividends 
since the Cooperative began in 
1936.

Patronage Dividends 
notices mailed out in 
late April

Last ChanCe this Year to 
Submit Coupon for Energy Trails 
Tour for Only $100 per Couple

NVREC Offices is 
Closed Monday, 
May 26, for 

Memorial Day.

Enter this year's Coloring Contest 
or Electrical Safety Trivia Contest 
for kids ages "6 and Under", "7-10", 
"11-14". Children in each age group 
must be a dependent of an NVREC 
member.
Entries can be downloaded on the 
www.nvrec.com website, picked 
up at the NVREC office at 1317 

Kids can win a FREE bike, 
scooter/RipStick, or 3D Kite at 
this summer’s Annual Meeting!

Chatburn Avenue in Harlan, or 
watch for next month's NewsLines 
for coloring page pictures.
Child's entry must be received at 
the NVREC office no later than 
Thursday, July 31, 2014. Child 
must be present to win at the 
Nishnabotna Valley REC Annual 
Meeting on Wednesday, August 6, 
2014.
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Nishnabotna Valley REC 
Welcomes Two New Linemen to 
the Crews

Bryce Jensen Dillon Clark

Bryce Jensen was 
hired in late February 
as a Journeyman 
Lineman. He is a 
graduate of Metro 
Community College 
Line School and 
brings with him 
over five years of 
experience working 
for Southwest Public 
Power District in 
Palisade, NE. Bryce 
is originally from the 
Woodbine area and 
now lives west of Portsmouth, IA. In his free time, Bryce enjoys being 
outdoors, mostly hunting and fishing. Welcome to Nishnabotna Valley REC, 
Bryce!
Dillon Clark was hired as an Apprentice Linemen in March of this year. 
He lives in Woodbine, IA, and is a graduate of Metropolitan Community 
College Line School. Dillon worked for Mid-Plains Power before gaining 
more experience working for Chain Electric Company on the NVREC 
rebuild project for the last three years. In his free time, Dillon enjoys 
hunting and fishing. Dillon and his girlfriend, Jesi Bruck have one son, 
Wiley. We welcome Dillon to the NVREC family!

May is national electrical safety Month
Nishnabotna Valley REC is 
joining with the Electrical Safety 
Foundation International (ESFI) to 
raise awareness about potential 
home electrical hazards and the 
importance of electrical safety. 
“Many electrocutions and home fires 
can be prevented by understanding 
basic electrical safety principles 
and by taking simple precautions,” 
said Shadon Blum, NVREC Line 
Superintendent.
This year’s ESFI campaign features 
the launch of a free publication 
Electrical Safety Illustrated 
magazine (found at www.esfi.org), 
which discusses timely electrical 
safety issues and equips consumers 
with the knowledge to protect their 
homes, families, and communities 
from electrical hazards. Featured 
content in Electrical Safety 
Illustrated includes resources that 
provide an overview of the National 
Electrical Code ® (NEC) process, 
an illustrated guide that break 
downs the importance of arc fault 
circuit interrupters (AFCIs) and 
ground fault circuit interrupters 
(GFCIs), a graphic that explains 
tamper resistant receptacle (TRR) 
technology, a National Electrical 
Safety Month quiz, tips for avoiding 
counterfeit electrical products, and 
important information on home 
surge protection. 
Nishnabotna Valley REC 
encourages the reading of this 
valuable resource to provide 
our members with the resources 

The NaTioNal 
Fire ProTeCTioN 
assoCiaTioN (NFPA) 
estimates 47,700 home 
structure fires reported to U.S. 
fire departments each year 
involve some type of electrical 
failure or malfunction as a factor 
contributing to ignition. These 
fires result in 418 civilian deaths, 
1,570 civilian injuries, and $1.4 
billion in direct property damage. 
Awareness and education are 
critical to reduce the incidence 
of electrical fires, and ESFI 
sponsors National Electrical 
Safety Month each May to 
educate the public in order to 
reduce the number of electrically 
related fires, fatalities, injuries 
and property loss.

necessary to raise awareness of electrically safe practices. 
Electrical safety awareness and education among our employees, our 
members, and the communities in our service territory will help prevent 
electrical fires, injuries, and fatalities. 
For ESFI’s complete collection of National Electrical Safety Month 
resources, or for more information on spring safety, visit www.esfi.org.

Don’t forget to 
use your Co-op 
Connections Card 
at participating 
businesses
For a complete list of local and 
national participating businesses, 
go to www.nvrec.com or
www.connections.coop. 

Nishnabotna Valley Donates 
Money to Local Charity 
Supported by the Harlan 
Volunteer Fire Department
In April, the Harlan Fire Department aided in a pole and transformer fire 
southwest of Harlan. The fire department helped by keeping traffic clear 
and local residents re-routed around the area until Nishnabotna Valley REC 
crews were able to make sure the downed lines were no longer energized 
and it was safe to return to the area.
Nishnabotna Valley REC donated $50 to the Fallen Fire Fighter Fund, 
which the Harlan Fire Department helps raise funds to support each year. 
Thank you to the Harlan Volunteer Fire Department for your work and your 
commitment to community.

Bruce Blum (second from left) accepts a check from NVREC Board 
President Darrell Stamp to support the Harlan Volunteer Fire Department's 
Fallen Fire Fighters' Fund, which helps families pay for medical and 
funeral expenses when needed. Also on hand for the presentation are Line 
Superintendent Shadon Blum, left, and NVREC CEO John Euchner, far 
right. 



Smart digging means calling 811 before each job. 
Whether you are a homeowner or a professional 
excavator, one call to 811 gets utility-owned power 
lines marked for FREE.

Scholarship winners announced

$1,000 BasiN eleCTriC 
MeMBer sCholarshiP

Gabe Ferry
Brandt and Stacy

Iowa State University
Harlan Comm. High School

$500 sCholarshiP 
Logan Maxwell
Mark and Kris

Iowa State University
Harlan Comm. High School

$500 sCholarshiP 
Chantel Schmidt
Mike and Donna

University of Iowa
Harlan Comm. High School

$500 sCholarshiP 
Dirk Johnston

Mick and Angie
University of Iowa

Harlan Comm. High School

$500 sCholarshiP 
Ashlee Kolbe

Chris and Brandi
Creighton University

Harlan Comm. High School

NVREC Lineman Dave Monson and 
Member Serviceman Todd Bruck visit 
AHST and HCMS for Electric Safety and 
Energy Efficiency Demonstrations
Students at both schools, ages 4th -8th grade, learned where electricity 
comes from, how to be safe around electricity inside and outside of their 
homes, and how to consume energy efficiently.

Nishnabotna Valley REC still looking to 
resolve Unclaimed Patronage Checks
The following is a list of names of individual members who have uncashed 
patronage checks older than June 30, 2011. These members, or their 
authorized representatives, have until October 31, 2014 to contact us so 
that the checks can be reissued. The checks after that time will be available 
to be donated to the Nishnabotna Valley Rural Electric Foundation or a 
reversion fund to be used to teach and promote cooperation, or to provide 
economic development opportunities for Cooperative members.
Charles Elings Jr
Charles Pedersen
Charles S Christiansen
Curtis Fort
Donald R Moore
Douglas Rainforth
Duane A Petersen
Eugene Callender
Evelyn L Rowe
Gary Wiley
Gene L Peterson
Glen C Lord

Glen E Bailey
Harold L Erickson
Harvey Muehl
Howard
 Schreckengost
Hubert R Anspach
Irene B Fries
John Woods
L A Jensen
Marvin Borden
Michael M Borden

Mitch Kleen
Randy Jensen
Richard L Jensen
Rick Penkeva
Riedemann Estate,
 Jewell Y
Robert E Flug
Scott Wright
Stanley Sheehan
Walter Paullin
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NVREC Recipe Corner

Wellness at Any Age Wellness = Safety Too!

Honey Mustard Grilled 
Chicken

Allrecipes.com

Prep Time: 15 Minutes
Cook Time: 20 Minutes
Ready In: 35 Minutes
Servings: 4

“a creamy honey mustard basting sauce 
gets added zip from steak sauce in this 
quick and easy grilled chicken recipe.”

INGREDIENTS:

1/3 cup dijon mustard 1 teaspoon steak sauce
1/4 cup honey 4 skinless, boneless chicken breast halves
2 tablespoons mayonnaise

DIRECTIONS:
1. Preheat the grill for medium heat.
2. in a shallow bowl, mix the mustard, honey, mayonnaise, and steak sauce. 

set aside a small amount of the honey mustard sauce for basting, and dip the 
chicken into the remaining sauce to coat.

3. lightly oil the grill grate. grill chicken over indirect heat for 18 to 20 minutes, 
turning occasionally, or until juices run clear. baste occasionally with the re-
served sauce during the last 10 minutes. watch carefully to prevent burning!

Fires can be devastating. Even 
a small one can upend day-to-
day lives, lead to hassles with the 
insurance company, and mean a lot 
of time spent with frustrating clean-
up and repair.  
 
When it comes to old houses, the 
danger is even worse. Old houses 
are made of very old wood, and 
anyone who enjoys a fireplace will 
tell you that the older the wood, the 
better the burn. Once the flames 
invade the walls of an old house, 
they move with frightening speed.  
 
Fire protection in any home is 
absolutely necessary, but even 
more careful precautions should be 
taken if your house is older. Here’s 
how to help ensure the safety of 
your house and everyone in it. 
Smoke detectors. This is the first 
and foremost line of defense; it 
allows you to get out of the house 
at the first strong whiff of smoke. 
The NFPA found that three out of 
five deaths in house fires occurred 
in homes that did not have working 
smoke detectors. To be absolutely 
sure of your coverage from smoke 
detectors, go beyond the federal 
recommendations and put a smoke 
detector in every room. Stay on the 
even safer side by opting for those 
that detect both smoke and carbon 
monoxide.
Fire extinguishers. Keep small fires 
from getting out of control with 
fire extinguishers that are easily 
accessible. That doesn’t mean 
buying a big one and putting it in 
the basement! Choose several fire 
extinguishers that are light enough 
for even kids to handle. Make sure 
they have simple pull mechanisms 
that don’t require much strength. 
Look for fire extinguishers that work 
for various parts of the house; for 
instance, an extinguisher in the 
kitchen should be able to handle 
grease fires. Keep them where 
they are easily accessible -- the fire 
extinguisher in my kitchen is within 
a few feet of the stove.
Sprinkler systems. The NFPA found 
that the risk of death from fire 
dropped a whopping 83 percent 
when there was a working sprinkler 
system installed. Consider them 
your own personal fire department; 
they start spraying water on the fire 
long before the real fire department 
can get there. You might suffer 
some water damage, but that’s 

Install arc-fault interrupters. These 
ingenious little gadgets detect the 
electrical arcing that occurs when 
an old wire buried deep in your 
wall begins to fail. Speak with an 
electrician about where to best 
install the interrupters and how your 
particular ones work.
Maintain it all. Finally, test 
everything on a regular basis. 
Smoke detectors should be 
tested every month, their batteries 
replaced every six months, and old 
smoke detectors replaced every ten 
years. Opt to purchase an extra fire 
extinguisher so your family can take 
it to the backyard and practice using 
it. Have your sprinkler systems 
tested by an expert every year, and 
do the usual alarm system testing 
as recommended by your alarm 
monitoring service.
Have a plan. What if the worst 
happens and those smoke detectors 
go off? Have a plan to get out fast. 
Make sure those on upper stories 
have a fire ladder that can get them 
safely to the ground. Designate 
a meeting place for all family 
members. Practice your safety plan 
at least once every six months.
Does all of this sound like overkill? 
It’s not! Fire safety is absolutely 
imperative year-round for every 
home. Your old house deserves 
to have the care required to 
keep it safe and sturdy, but more 
importantly, your family deserves 
the peace of mind that comes from 
knowing they are protected in an 
emergency. Speak with a contractor 
and get started on any lingering 
projects.

a small price to pay to keep your 
house standing and your family 
alive.
Alarm systems. If you have an 
alarm system in your home, make 
sure to get fire coverage as well. 
That means that when the smoke 
detectors go off, they are attached 
to your alarm system, and remote 
monitoring stations know about the 
problem instantly. This saves you 
precious time as you get your family 
out of the house, knowing that the 
alarm monitors have already sent 
out the call for help.


