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Harrison County Rural Electric Cooperative is a not-for-profit, member-owned electric cooperative. Your 
cooperative exists to provide electric service at cost. It is the members (anyone who receives electricity from 
HCREC), not outside investors, that own and control the co-op. Cooperatives are governed by a member-
elected Board of Directors included in the membership.

News Flashes

Spot Your Main 
Account Number
Read News Flashes watching 
for your main 
account 
number in any 
of the articles or ads.  If 
you find it, call Jackie Androy 
at HCREC by the 20th of the 
month to receive a $20.00 
electric bill credit.

On Monday, August 3, the 
Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) finalized its rules regulating 
greenhouse gas emissions from power 
plants, dubbed the “Clean Power Plan.”

The rules are designed to reduce 
carbon dioxide emissions from power 
plants by 32 percent below levels 
recorded in 2005. But, given its 
complexity and far-reaching nature, it 
might as well be called the “National 
Energy Policy Regulation of 2015” 
because it will have significant 
consequences for how we generate, 
distribute, and use electricity in this 
country for decades to come.

Over the past two years, electric co-
ops across the country have been asking 
the EPA to go back to the drawing board 
and develop a plan more achievable 
and affordable. Together, electric 
cooperative advocates submitted more 
than 1.2 million comments to the 
EPA about these rules. Over 191,000 
comments were submitted from Iowa, 
Missouri, and Nebraska asking the 
EPA to take a step back. Unfortunately, 
despite that effort, the EPA continued 
and finalized the rules.

Harrison County Rural Electric 
Cooperative (HCREC), along with the 
National Rural Electric Cooperative 
Association (NRECA) asked our 
cooperative members to submit 
comments because the EPA’s rule 

EPA’s Clean Power 
Plan will negatively
impact electric co-ops

by NRECA

Area Attraction Spotlight
By Renea Anderson, Harrison County Develop Corporation

In the fall of 1951, Agnes Dunham, while making 
Christmas candles, discovered that the softened wax 
could be fashioned into a face and the dream of a Nativity 
Scene began. At the time, Dunlap had a contest for front 
yard decorations and she thought that making some 
figures out of the wax could help her chances of winning.

Her hard work and perseverance culminated with eight 
figures that included, Mary, Joseph Baby Jesus, shepherd 
boy, burro, lamb, and two chickens. They were placed 
on display in a small stable on her lawn a mile outside of 
Dunlap until 1973.

In 1983 funds were raised to help restore the figures 
and work on the barn that houses the display. Since then, the Dunlap Nativity Scene has become an annual pilgrimage for 
generations of locals and area residents alike. In recent years, another restoration effort was necessary to secure funds for 
statue enhancement and to increase awareness of the attraction. 600100911

It is open 24 hours a day beginning 
Thanksgiving Day through New Year’s 
Day and is situated inside Harrison 
County Rural Electric Cooperative’s 
territory just outside of Dunlap. To 
enjoy this display, take Highway 
37 West out of Dunlap and cross the 
railroad tracks toward Soldier. Turn 
right at the next road, by the Dunham 
barn, and you will see the display about 
a tenth of a mile away on the left.

While there, listening to the soft 
music playing and seeing the figures 
in all their splendor, people often talk 
in hushed tones and whispers. The 
peaceful serenity and beauty of the 
exhibit will definitely help you think of 
the Reason for the Season. The Dunlap 
Nativity Scene is definitely one of the 
area’s hidden gems and a must of any 
holiday list of things to see and do.

Orange truck now a part of the fleet
Don’t be concerned or alarmed if 

you see a very large orange digger 
derrick truck working at your farm or 
in your neighborhood. It is a part of 
the Harrison County Rural Electric 
Cooperative (REC) fleet. Your 
cooperative was in need of replacing 
a very old digger derrick truck and 
with the looking a group made up of 
directors, director of operations, crew 
foreman, warehouse mechanic, and lineman that would be working the truck, 
a decision was made to purchase this used truck. You ask, “Why purchase 
used?” It made good sense to purchase a good used truck with low miles that 
was in excellent condition; had been very well maintained; and was equipped 
to do more already; and the color was orange. Making this choice to purchase, 
saved your cooperative thousands of dollars. Leaving the color orange instead of 
painting it white also saved your cooperative thousands of dollars. You’ve been 
used to seeing some yellow trucks in past years, so it’s a matter of seeing an 
orange truck with the REC magnetic door logo and the Owl Eyes neighborhood 
watch program logo. Rest assured, it is a truck from the Harrison County REC 
fleet. We are looking out for you!

Harrison County Rural Electric Cooperative
offices will be closed
Thursday, November 26, 2015
observing Thanksgiving Day.

Is your account Tax-Exempt?
Is your electric service used for agricultural or processing? If so, your service 

could be eligible for tax exemption. Steps include: designating your tax exempt 
status. It is your responsibility to calculate what percent of the usage on an account 
is used for agriculture/processing. Your information must be entered and returned 
to us on the Iowa Sales Tax Exemption Certificate, which can be found on our 
website www.hcrec.coop.

Once your form is received, we will update your account as exempt and no 
longer charge taxes until we are notified of any changes. If a tax credit is desired, 
you must prepare and file a request for tax refund from the State of Iowa. Please 
let us know if we can answer any questions for you.

Peanut Butter filled Sugar Cookies
Mix liquid ingredients; add dry ingredients sifted together

1 cup oil
1 cup margarine
1 cup sugar
1 cup powdered sugar
2 eggs
1 tsp. vanilla

1 tsp. lemon or almond
1 scant tsp. soda
1 scant tsp. cream of tartar or baking 

powder
½ tsp. salt
4 ½ cups flour

Chill ½ hour; Flatten approximately 2 tbsp. in one hand. Spoon approximately 
1 tsp. peanut butter on dough; Fold batter around peanut butter. Place on cookie 
sheet and flatten with a glass dipped in sugar.  Bake at 350° 10-12 minutes. 
Drizzle melted chocolate chips over cooled cookies.

contintued on page 3
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Some people think once they install solar 
panels on their roofs they won’t need to stay 
connected to the electrical grid, but a recent 
filing with the Iowa Utilities Board shows this 
is far from true. In fact, this chart shows that 
even with a solar array meeting all the power 
needs of a typical Iowa residential power 
customer about 8 hours a day, that customer 
still would need to be connected to the grid 
23.99 hours a day – from about 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m. to send excess power to the grid and the 
rest of the day to receive power from the grid.

Iowa law requires that the distributed 
generation system owner notify your electric 
utility (Harrison County REC) at least 30 
days before installing a distributed generation 
system. Call Tim Plumb, director of member 
services at Harrison County Rural Electric 
Cooperative, 712-647-2727 or 800-822-5591 
for more information.  167500010

How Directors are elected
Article II. Section 3. Nominations (from the bylaws)

will raise the price of electricity and potentially endanger 
the reliable power we work hard to provide every day. 
150700912

Despite claims from the EPA, this rule will undoubtedly 
increase monthly electric bills. It’s not yet clear by how much, 
but the previous proposal had a national average increase of 
10 percent in 2025, with some states seeing higher increases 
and other states seeing lower increases. (That’s 10 percent 
over any inflation-adjusted, otherwise normal projections.)

Part of the cost increases will come from prematurely 
shutting down power plants that are in good working 
condition. Like any business, co-ops plan a specific life-
span for these assets and spread out the costs over those 
decades to keep electricity affordable for members. If we’re 
forced to shut down those plants early, we not only lose 
that source of affordable power, but will have to purchase 
replacement power from the marketplace with less price-
point predictability. You – our members – will then end up 
paying “twice.” That’s just not fair, especially since the Clean 
Air Act says the EPA is supposed to consider the “remaining 
useful life” of a power plant when setting standards.

The possibility of closing power plants also raises concerns 
about reliability. Power plants are connected points which 
electric grid-operators rely on for power. Without these 
assets, it will increase stress on the grid – especially during 
extreme weather conditions.

EPA expects electric co-ops and other utilities to make up 

the lost power with additional renewable resources, natural 
gas, and energy efficiency. Each of these options is a good 
component of an overall energy mix, and electric cooperatives 
across the country have been developing new technologies to 
include them. But, each also has its disadvantages.

Electric cooperatives make it a priority to balance all of 
our energy sources, along with helping members save money 
by conserving energy where possible. EPA’s final rule will 
put us into a rush to transition to more renewable resources 
and natural gas without consideration for the time needed to 
build new infrastructure (like natural gas pipelines and more 
electric transmission lines) needed to make those resources 
more realistic for cooperative members in Iowa. 508500010

The EPA is in unchartered waters with this incredibly 
complex scheme, and it’s difficult to predict how the timeline 
will play out. Each state covered by the rules will have a 
couple of years to submit a plan to the EPA demonstrating 
how the state will comply with the EPA mandate. Iowa’s plan 
will have a big impact on what electric cooperatives, along 
with other utilities in our state, have to do and how much it 
will cost. One certainty about EPA’s “Clean Power Plan” is 
no matter the cost, you, our members will have to pay for it.

Rest assured: While that work is going on, we will 
continue to stand up for our members. We’re fighting for 
you and have joined with cooperatives across America, 
seeking legislative and legal remedies to protect your 
interests.

RELIABILITY... SECURITY... 
AFFORDABILITY...

The Board of Directors shall appoint a committee on 
nominations. Such committee on nominations shall be 
appointed 90 days or more before the date of a meeting of 
members at which directors are to be elected. A committee 
on nominations consisting of not less than five (5) nor more 
than eleven (11) members of the Cooperative who shall 
be selected so as to give equitable representation on the 
committee to the geographical areas served or to be served 
by the Cooperative. No officer or member of the board of 
directors shall be appointed a member of such committee. 
The committee shall prepare and post at the principal office 
of the Cooperative at least twenty-five (25) days before the 
meeting a list of nominations for directors, but any fifteen 
(15) or more members may make other nominations in 
writing over their signatures not less than twenty (20) days 
prior to the meeting and the Secretary shall post the same at 
the same place where the list of nominations made by the 
committee is posted. A ballot marked “Ballot for Directors” 
containing the names of all the nominees so posted, 
alphabetically arranged and stating the residence of each, 
shall be mailed with the notice of the meeting. The Secretary 
shall also mail with the notice of the meeting a statement of 
the number of directors to be elected and showing separately 
the nominations made by the committee or nominations 
made by petition. Such statement of the Secretary shall 
also inform the members of the manner in which they may 
vote by mail for directors as provided in this section. Any 
member who is absent from any such meeting may vote by 
mail for directors by marking on the ballot an “X” opposite 

the names of the number of candidates equal to the number 
of directors to be elected and enclosing the ballot in a sealed 
envelope bearing his name addressed to the Secretary. 
When such ballot so enclosed is received by mail from any 
absent member it shall be accepted and counted as a vote for 
directors by ballot of such absent member at such meeting. 
The members may, at any meeting at which a director or 
directors shall be removed as hereinbefore provided, elect 
a successor or successors thereto without compliance with 
foregoing provisions with respect to nominations. If a 
husband and wife hold a joint membership and are absent 
from any such meeting they may vote by mail for directors 
by jointly marking and enclosing the ballot hereinabove 
provided for. Not withstanding anything in the section 
contained, failure to comply with any of the provisions of 
this section shall not affect in any manner whatsoever the 
validity of any election of directors.

To save energy this month, try lowering your water heating 
costs.  Water heating accounts for 14-25 percent of the 
energy you consume.  Turn the water heater temperature 
to the warm setting, which is around 120 degrees Fahr-
enheit, to save energy and help you save on your monthly 
electric bill. 

Source: U.S. Department of Energy

Energy Efficiency
Tip of the Month

Continued from page 1

EPA’s Clean Power Plan will negatively impact electric co-ops

Residential solar needs
grid 23.99 hours/day


