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News Flashes

Save $20.00 on 
your electric bill
Read this edition 
of News Flashes 
watching for your main 
account number in any of the 
articles or ads.  If you find it, 
call Jackie Androy at Harrison 
County REC by the 20th of 
the month to receive a $20.00 
electric bill credit.

REC Day on Hill at the Iowa Capitol
Over 200 cooperative supporters, including representatives 

from Harrison County Rural Electric Cooperative, traveled to 
Des Moines on Wednesday, March 16, to advocate for electric 
cooperatives. Co-op representatives met for a briefing to receive 
updates on state and federal legislative issues. Representatives 
then traveled to the Capitol where they met with their local 
elected officials during a dessert social. 51500911

Cooperatives focused on educating legislators about four 
issues important to the electric cooperatives: utility-owned 
solar, a skilled workforce in Iowa, line personnel safety and 
rural economic development. Many cooperatives developed 
booth displays that provided information on topics such as: 
community engagement, renewable energy, youth involvement, 
lineman equipment costs and energy efficiency.

“This annual visit to the Iowa Capitol is an excellent 
opportunity to personally visit with our elected officials and 
provide them with a co-op perspective on issues important to 
our business,” says Joe Farley, Manager of Harrison County 
Rural Electric Cooperative.

Spring Field Preparation Includes Checking for Power Line 
Clearances

Senator Jason Schultz at booth display with Jackie 
Androy (HCREC), and Angela Catton (NIPCO)

NIPCO communicators Jackie Androy & Janell 
Leinen visit with Representative Greg Forristall (L) 
and Senator Jason Schultz (C)

Scholarship Winner Announced
Harrison County Rural 

Electric Cooperative, along 
with our power supply 
partner, Basin Electric Power 
Cooperative, Bismarck, N.D., 
awarded this year’s $1,000 
scholarship to Alyssa Hatcher 
of Pisgah. She is the daughter 
of members, Gail and Dedra 
Hatcher. Alyssa plans to attend 
South Dakota State University 
located at Brookings, South 
Dakota. Congratulations 
Alyssa and best wishes for a 
successful career. 24300910

Call Iowa One at 
least 48 hours 
before you dig 
to have your 
underground 

utilities marked.

Doors have rolled open on many farm machine 
sheds as farmers prepare tillage equipment, sprayers, 
and planters for spring field work.  Getting ready for 
planting, not only includes equipment adjustments, but 
also looking for any potential electrical hazards such 
as inadequate clearance for equipment entering and 
leaving fields.

Overhead power lines are needed to deliver electricity 
to farmsteads and rural homes, but electricity can be 
deadly if wires are touched by large equipment.  We get 
used to seeing power lines along roads and the edges 
of fields, awareness of their placement and height of 
electric wires must be a farmer’s priority.  Larger 
equipment being used for spring tillage is usually 
folded in transit configuration until it reaches the field 
so farmers should beware of how close it may come or 
if it will interfere with overhead utility wires.

Field cultivators can be more than 12 feet in the air 
and may enter the 10 foot danger radius around power 
lines, which safety authorities warn everyone to avoid.  
Many sprayers used for crop chemical application also 
have booms that may come in contact with overhead 
power lines.  

Farm operators should inspect entrances to fields to 
ensure there is adequate clearance for equipment without 
jeopardizing the safety of the equipment operator.  If 
there is insufficient clearance, do not attempt to correct 
the problem.  Call your local utility, Harrison County 
REC.  They will dispatch trained linemen to raise the 
wire to a safe height for your equipment to pass under.

You will also increase your level of safety by using 
a spotter to verify there is sufficient clearance from a 
better vantage point.

Manager Joe Farley of HCREC, your Directors David 
Dickinson and Bill Hutcheson, with Representative Steve 
Holt and IAEC General Manager Chuck SoderbergBUDGET BILLING

Budget accounts are 
recalculated in June and 
December. If you have a 
question about your bill, 
please contact our office.

A message telling cus-
tomers their new budget 
amount will print on the 
bills mailed in May and 
November.
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Annual Meeting Highlights
Member registration totaled 290 for this year’s annual 

membership meeting held April 4 at the Cooperative 
headquarters located at 105 Enterprise Drive in the Woodbine 
Industrial Park. Seven hundred nineteen members and guests 
enjoyed a dinner catered by Staley’s Food Service. It is 
very encouraging for the cooperative board and employee 
group to see cooperative members of all ages bringing their 
families to this event. Our goal is that you gain knowledge 
of your cooperative operations and participate in membership 
activities and the democratic process. Our greatest joy, of 
course, is to see our members enjoying a good evening of food, fun, and 
fellowship. 

In addition to the popcorn, prizes, bucket truck rides and clowns 
we had ‘LED Lucy’ as a featured guest. Nurses from CHI Alegent in 
Missouri Valley and Harrison County Public Health were present with 
their tables of information and handouts for those interested. Thank you 
for being our guests and doing such a good job. 298400910

Cooperative Attorney, Dennis Puckett of Sullivan & Ward, P.C., West 
Des Moines was present to oversee the business meeting. He announced 
director election results to be Charles ‘Chuck’ Petterson, district one; 
Thomas J. Bothwell, district three and Larry D. Ramsey, district nine. 
Directors elected will serve a three-year term on the Board. 

Special thanks to others participating in the evening program; Pastor 
Daniel Robbins, invocation; Addie Wood, national anthem; Boy Scouts 
of Troop 51, presenting our flags and leading our pledge of allegiance 
and the great task of busing tables through dinner. Another special thanks 
to our guest speaker from the Iowa Association of Electric Cooperatives, 
Tim Coonan, introducing legislative points and their effect on our 
membership. It’s great to have our statewide organization represented 
at our annual event. Also speaking briefly regarding your cooperative’s 
future intentions in a solar project was Director Jim Sharp. Manager Farley 
shared commentary regarding 2015 cooperative events and Treasurer 
Russ Kurth reported the financial condition of your cooperative.

A plaque and special praise was given by President Tim Sproul to 
two directors, John Burbridge (36 years of service) and David 
Dickinson (27 years of service), who are retiring from the board 
this year with a total of 63 years of service on the Harrison County 
Rural Electric Cooperative board of directors. They will be missed.

Prize winners at this year’s event were as follows:
$50 Electric bill credit – Charles Sudds
$25 Electric bill credits – Kenny Blum, Louella Thacker, Bryan 

Taylor, Marilyn Murphy, Gary Lee, John Zahner, Gaylin Swift, Jim 
Craft, Kenneth Moores, Richard Baldwin, Joe Gray, Dale Knauss, 
Robert Hodge, Walter Utman, Charlie Kerger, Dan Manhart, 
David Tallon, James Raines, Ron Roberts, Forest Johnson

$100 Electric bill credit – James T. Gray
43” LG LED flat screen TV – Joe Gray

Announcing Harrison County REC
SMARTHUB!

Available May 16, 2016
What is SMARTHUB? It is an innovative tool to manage your electric account.
What are the features of SMARTHUB? Access information about your account either online 

through the web, smartphone, or tablet (Android or iOS).
• Pay your bill, view 36 months history of payments, bills, usage
• View all information by graphs including average temperature
• See trending information at a glance
• Download Application to your phone
• Bank draft information is automatically brought over to SmartHub
• Auto Pay functions also 

available by credit card payment
•	Report	information	to	office	via	

SMARTHUB
• View daily usage
• Schedule monthly payments

NIPCO Scholarship Winner
Christopher Andersen, son of Harrison County REC employee Jim Andersen and wife 

Lois is the recipient of the $500 academic scholarship presented by Northwest Iowa Power 
Cooperative (NIPCO). Christopher is a 2013 graduate of Woodbine High School and is 
currently a junior at the University of Northern Iowa in Cedar Falls majoring in Theater Design 
and Production with a minor in Computer Science. In 2015 he graduated from Iowa Western 
Community College with an associate’s degree in Technical Theater. Congratulations on 
your hard work and best wishes with your studies continuing to meet your goals. 318101910

HCREC celebrates National Electrical Safety Month
 May is National Electrical Safety Month, and 

Harrison County Rural Electric Cooperative (HCREC) 
is raising awareness about potential home electrical 
hazards and the importance of electrical safety. Every 
year, thousands of accidents occur due to shock hazards. 
Electric cooperatives are committed to educating the 
public about potential electrical dangers. 

“It is critical that members understand their home’s 
electrical system and the safety concerns associated 
with the latest residential technologies before bringing 
them into their homes,” states Tim Plumb, Director 
of Member Services. “With newer technologies, such 
as solar panels, electric vehicles and more and more 

electrical gadgets in the home, members need to be well 
educated and make sure to have an electrical system 
compatible with the increased load.”

HCREC strives for safety excellence year-round 
through electrical safety demonstrations at schools 
or other groups interested; by conducting monthly 
safety meetings for employees; by having daily 
tailgate meetings of crews as they begin their daily 
responsibilities, just to name a few. 

The safety of our members and employees is top 
priority, and through electrical safety awareness and 
education, we can prevent electrical hazards and injuries 
in the future.

President Tim Sproul gave remarks and 
congratulated directors Burbridge and Dickinson 
on their retirement from the board of directors. 
Manager Farley is in the background also offering 
congratulations.

A great turnout for an evening of food, fun, fellowship.

Longtime members, Darrell and Phyllis 
Hansen, were among the many enjoying the 
evening and being greeted by LED Lucy

Basin representative, Mike Reidman, is 
always a good addition to our annual meeting. 
This year he provided the Energy Efficiency 
bicycle that demonstrates how much energy 
it takes to light incandescent, CFL, and LED 
bulbs.


