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News Flashes

Touchstone Energy® Cooperatives to promote power of co-op 
membership at Iowa State Fair

Members first. Every day. That’s the power of co-op 
membership. Not-for-profit electric cooperatives belong to 
the members they serve and focus on member needs and local 
priorities.

Stop by the display in the Bruce L. Rastetter 4-H Exhibits 
Building sponsored by the Touchstone Energy® Cooperatives 
of Iowa at the Iowa State Fair, August 11-21.

Located inside the 4-H Exhibits Building on the south end 
of the fairgrounds, the display showcases all Iowa electric 
cooperatives on a map of Iowa. Magnetic “markers” are 
available to place on the state map to show co-op membership.

Fairgoers may register to win a Nest Learning Thermostat 
from Touchstone Energy Cooperatives of Iowa. This latest 
technology programs itself by learning the temperatures 
you and your family like and then automatically following 
those preferences. The thermostat turns itself down when nobody is home to save energy. You can connect the 
thermostat to Wi-Fi to control temperatures from your phone, tablet, or laptop. One winner of the thermostat will 
be chosen, at random, following the close of the fair.

Additional energy efficiency and savings information will be displayed at the booth.
Cooperative members have a voice in how cooperatives are run, making sure their co-ops enhance quality of 

life by providing affordable electricity. Co-ops encourage members to save money through responsible energy use 
and offer discounts on qualified products and services members use every day.

Be sure to visit the Touchstone Energy display when you’re at the Iowa State Fair and go to www.touchstoneenergy.
com for more information on how to save energy and the value of cooperative membership.

Be sure to visit the Touchstone Energy Cooperatives of 
Iowa display in the 4-H exhibits building at the Iowa State 
Fair August 11-21.  Mark your electric co-op on the map 
and register to win a Nest Learning Thermostat.

Use caution near co-op equipment
As you find yourself spending more time outdoors this summer, Harrison County Rural electric Cooperative 

reminds you to exercise caution near electrical equipment maintained by the co-op.
Substations and power lines carry extremely high voltages, and if contact is accidentally made, the results 

can be dangerous – and even deadly.
Never climb trees near power lines.  If you make contact with a tree that is touching a power line, your body 

could become the path of electricity from the line to the ground.
Remote-controlled toys such as drones, airplanes, kites, etc. should never be flown near power lines, 

substations, or other electrical equipment.  Keep a safe distance.  If contact is accidentally made with a power 
line or transformer within a substation, many members could be without power.

Your safety is very important to your cooperative.  Share this electric safety message so that you and others 
can enjoy summer days filled with fun!

Visit us at Farm Progress Show
The Farm Progress Show, our nation’s leading outdoor farm show, will be back in Boone, Iowa August 

30-September 1, and Harrison County Rural Electric Cooperative wants to see you there. Your Touchstone Energy 
Cooperative booth will be located in the southwest quadrant of the show, at the Rural Electric Cooperatives of 
Iowa lot.

Stop by our lot to learn how to be safe around electricity, how to improve energy efficiency, and much more. 
Members are encouraged to register for prizes 
and receive a free water and popcorn (while 
supplies last) and stay for a high-voltage safety 
demonstration.

The Farm Progress Show features the most 
extensive state-of-the-art information and 
technology available for today’s agricultural 
producers. This major agriculture event gives 
visitors the opportunity to see the latest equipment, 
seed, crop chemicals, field demonstrations, 
livestock handling, equine events, rural life 
programs, entertainment, arts and crafts, and 
more.

The 2016 show will be located at the Central 
Iowa Expo at 1827 217 Street, Boone, Iowa. In 
the coming years, the show will continue to rotate 
annually between this site and Decatur, Illinois.

Stop by the  
Rural Electric Cooperatives of Iowa 
booth to enter prize drawings and 

learn about electric safety and energy 
efficiency! 

August 30 - Sept 1  
Boone, Iowa

Attending Farm  
Progress Show?
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Use small electric 
pans, toaster ovens, or 
convection ovens for 
small meals rather than 
your stove or oven.  A 
toaster or convection 
oven uses one-third to 
one-half as much energy 
as a full-sized oven.

Source: energy.gov

Member-owners who have an interest in investing in solar energy 
for their home or small business have a new resource to aid in making 
an informed decision. The Iowa Energy Center has published the 
Home Series #5: Solar PV Energy Guide in collaboration with the 
Iowa Association of Electric Cooperatives, Alliant Energy, the Iowa 
Association of Municipal Utilities, and MidAmerican Energy with 
information from the Office of Consumer Advocate and the Iowa 
Utilities Board.

The information is presented in a series of steps and important 
considerations to arrive at the best decision whether you are exploring 
a turnkey system, a do-it-yourself approach, or a combination of 
both. In addition, a helpful glossary is included in this publication.

Throughout the publication, it’s stressed that member-owners 
interested in a solar investment should talk to their co-op at the 
beginning of the process. This is critical to gain an understanding of 
rate structures, compensation for excess generation, interconnection 
requirements, and other vital facets of consumer-owned generation.

When making a decision about a solar energy system, member-
owners are reminded that you also should consider including 
your trusted advisors, such as accountants, attorneys, and tax 
professionals, in your research to provide additional expertise in 
the decision-making process. The Home Series: Solar PV Energy 
Guide can be used in tandem with other checklists and resources, 
such as the Iowa Utilities Board’s Information Guide for On-Site 
Generation.

Your Co-op Explores Participatory Solar Option for Members

  Getting Started – page 4

  Conducting a Site Assessment – page 9

  Designing the Solar PV Array – page 13

  Calculating the System ROI – page 24

  Constructing the Solar PV Array – page 26

Home SeriesI O WA E N E R G Y C E N T E R

Solar PV Energy Guide 5

F. Joe Farley
Manager/EVP

Everywhere you travel you see it. 
Publications promote it. Politicians 
argue about it. What is it? It is 
green energy, which is renewable 
generated from no-carbon or low-
carbon sources. The most prevalent 
sources today are wind generation 
and solar or photovoltaic generation. 
The large wind turbines you see on 
the horizon capture the wind with 
their blades, which turn a turbine and 
generates electricity. Photovoltaic 
or solar electric generation involves 
panels made up of solar cells, which 
convert sunlight into electricity.

As innovations in solar generation 
make the technology more affordable 
and accessible, we’re seeing more 
homeowners taking a hard look and 
crunching the numbers to see if solar 
generation is a good fit with a solid 

payback.
At Harrison County REC, we 

are actively developing a voluntary 
member participation program 
for utility solar generation, more 
commonly referred to as community 
solar or solar gardens. A few months 
ago, your board of directors made 
the decision to move forward in 
purchasing and installing a solar 
array on a one-acre site near our 
headquarters facility. Our intent is 
to install a small-scale solar array 
and offer participation to interested 
members who will be able to buy 
a portion of the output of the array 
and receive a monthly bill credit 
based on the overall generation 
performance of the array.

Your board and management team 
believe it’s important to provide our 

members with viable options 
to share in renewable energy 
opportunities. Often referred 
to as “community solar” or 
“solar gardens”, this type 
of program allows more 
members to participate, 
including those who might 
not be homeowners or who 
have shaded property that 
would not be conducive to 
installing their own solar 

g e n e r a t i o n . 
P a r t i c i p a t o r y 
solar is also a 
great option 
for those who 
want to support 
r e n e w a b l e 
energy, but who 
don’t want to 
deal with the 
installation or 
m a i n t e n a n c e 
of their own 
solar generation 

system. If you 
are a member in 
good standing of 
the cooperative, 
you will have an 
opportunity to 
participate.

Because the 
sun does not 
shine 24/7, solar 
generation is 
considered an intermittent energy 
source. Additionally, there is not 
an economically viable battery 
or storage option available, but 
technology is improving at a rapid 
pace. But even with these drawbacks, 
we believe solar generation can 
be a viable part of your power 
supply. Further, this small piece of 
generation will be owned by you, 
the members, and all will benefit 
from the generation whether you 
participate in the solar program or 
not.

Electric cooperatives are currently 
leading the way in participatory solar 
energy initiatives, which allow co-op 
members to share in a photovoltaic 
installation that generates electricity 
from the sun.

We are very excited about our 
program. Details are yet to be ironed 
out, but information will be available 
in the coming months regarding this 
exciting new program at Harrison 
County REC. We believe it is the 
right thing to do for our membership.

Please watch for details in 
your monthly bill, the newsletter, 
and perhaps in separate mail 
communications.

Again, we look forward for this 
additional service we intend to offer 
you and as always, thank you for 
your membership.

We are your Trusted Source for Solar Information

The Seven Cooperative Principles
Iowa’s not-for-profit 

electric cooperatives 
exist only to serve you 
and meet your needs for 
safe, reliable, affordable, 
and environmentally 
responsible power. We 
operate under seven 
principles that create the 
framework of our business model and govern co-op directors, managers, 
and employees in making decisions that are in the best interests of our 
member-owners and recognize that you have a vote in how your co-
op operates. It’s a structure that’s served us well for 80 years and will 
continue to work for many years to come.

1. Voluntary and open membership
2. Democratic member control
3. Members’ economic participation
4. Autonomy and Independence
5. Education, training, and information
6. Cooperation among cooperatives
7. Concern for community

You are a Member, not a Customer –
In cooperatives such as Harrison County Rural Electric Cooperative, membership really does mean more 

than just the right to buy electricity. Co-ops of all types are founded on seven cooperative principles that give 
us guidance and strategic direction. 
Membership also gives you rights as 
an owner of this co-op.

The cooperative business model 
is great, but as any enterprise, it is 
up to the human beings who work at 
the co-op, who serve on the board, 
and the members like yourself to 
ensure that the principles and values 
do not fade over time.

First and foremost, Harrison 
County Rural Electric Cooperative 
strives to be thought of as a member-
owned cooperative that gives you 
the best value of any utility. If we 
succeed, our community thrives 
and you will always value being a 
member – not a customer.

Publication available online at
www.iowaenergycenter.org


