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News Flashes

Lori Barry Recognized for 25 
Years of Cooperative Service –

Lori Barry, Director of Administration/Finance, 
was honored at the Iowa Association of Electric 
Cooperative’s (IAEC) Annual Meeting celebrating 
25 years of cooperative service at Harrison County 
Rural Electric Cooperative. Chuck Soderberg, IAEC 
Executive Vice President, and Steve Seidl, IAEC Board 
President, appear in the photo with Lori following the 
certificate presentation.

Cooperative Solar Array Energized
Following the regular board meeting on November 28, 2016, 

the board and staff of Harrison County Rural Electric Cooperative 
held a brief dedication ceremony to celebrate the activation of our 
new solar array. The array is located just west of the cooperative 
headquarters in Woodbine along Easton Trail.

The array is highly visible from the road. A highlight is the 
relocation and resurrection of our classic “Willie Wirehand” 
cooperative sign, which previously stood at our former headquarters 
in downtown Woodbine.

Cooperative manager Joe Farley remarks that the process 
to develop a solar program and erect a solar array took several 
months of planning and deliberation by the board and staff. Once 
the decision was made to move forward with the project a vendor 
was selected and construction schedule established. The array was 
constructed entirely by cooperative linemen and electric servicemen.

Our board and employee team participated in the 
development of a solar program and selecting what we feel 
is a high-quality system,” says Manager Farley. “This is your 
asset built for your benefit by your employees.”

The solar array is an investment that will benefit the entire 
membership. Although this is a small array, the energy 
produced will be entirely a product of our own effort at 
Harrison County Rural Electric Cooperative.

Members are allowed to purchase the output on a per-
panel basis while panels are available. Contact our member 
service department, 647-2727 or 800-822-5591 or tplumb@
hcrec.coop, for details on direct member participation.

Some benefits for direct participation include:

• Reduce your monthly bill and hedge against rate 
increases

• Avoid increased property taxes, insurance costs, and 
other issues associated with installing your own system

• Stay on load control rate (Switch Make Cents program)

• No upkeep or modifications necessary. The cooperative 
owns and operates this solar array on your behalf.

The solar array is 147 kW (230kW DC). It consists of 
522, 440-watt panels that can produce up to 442 kilowatt 
hours each, annually.

Congratulations to the Harrison County Rural Electric 
Cooperative team for its efforts.

RECare Program Information
Members Helping Members

Your Rural Electric Cooperative has always extended a helping hand 
to those needing it. Now, in response to actions by the Iowa General 
Assembly, your REC has established RECare, a program of members 
helping members. RECare will provide funds to be distributed by local 
community action agencies to help pay winter heating bills and assist in 
weatherization of homes of low-income consumers of this cooperative.

You may make a one-time contribution or you may make a monthly 
pledge that will be automatically added to your monthly electric bill. You 
may also make your contribution part of a matching fund, if there is one 
established.

Consumer Authorization Form
Yes! I want to be a part of members helping members and contribute to 
RECare.
______  I will make a one-time contribution to RECare. My check is
  enclosed.
______ I will contribute $________ per month to RECare.
I understand this amount will be added to my monthly electric bill.

Name:  __________________________________________________

Address:  ________________________________________________

City:  ________________________  State:  ______ Zip:  _________

Account Number: _________________________ 
Mail to: RECare
              Harrison County Rural Electric Cooperative
              P.O. Box 2
              Woodbine, IA  51579-0002

Five tips for space 
heater safety

As temperatures drop this winter, 
many will look for supplemental 
heating sources for their homes. Space 
heaters can be a good alternative, to 
warm one area of the home without 
turning up the thermostat on the 
central heating system. However, 
according to the National Fire 
Protection Association, space heaters 
are responsible for 32 percent of house 
fires. The following are tips to keep 
your family and property space if you 
plan to use space heaters.

1. Materials – Make sure you 
purchase a heater that is cool to 
the touch when in use and has 
guards over the coils in case little 
fingers get too close.

2. Placement – The most 
important rule about space 
heater placement is the three-
foot rule. Space heaters should 
always be kept three feet away 
from flammable materials and 
out of the way of children and 
pets. Also, remember that using 
space heaters in bathrooms is not 
recommended unless it is built 
for bathroom use as moisture can 
damage the heater.

3. Special Features – If you 
currently own a space heater 
without auto shutoff, consider 
purchasing a heater with this 
important safety feature.

4. Cords – Never use an extension 
cord when plugging in a 
space heater as it may cause 
overheating. Space heaters 
should be plugged in directly to 
the wall outlet. Cords should not 
be in a high-traffic area to avoid 
tripping hazards.

5. Use – If you are leaving your 
home or going to bed, unplug 
your space heater.

Follow these five tips and follow 
the manufacturer’s instructions to help 
keep you safe this winter.

Board President, Tim Sproul with directors and 
senior staff, cuts the ribbon representing the completion 
and operation of the Harrison County Rural Electric 
Cooperative solar array.
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Our Co-op Mission
Harrison County Rural 

Electric Cooperative mission 
statement is to meet our 

members’ expectations of 
affordable, reliable electric

and related services.

Remember to close your fireplace damper (unless a fire 
is burning).  Keeping the damper open is like leaving a 
window wide open during the winter, allowing warm air 
to escape through the chimney.

Source: energy.gov

2017 Basin Scholarship Program
Yes, I am interested in applying for the scholarship.

Please send me an application form.

Student’s Name: ________________________________________________

Member Name: _________________________________________________

Member Account # ______________________________________________

Mailing Address: ________________________________________________
Return to: Harrison County Rural Electric Cooperative
 Jackie Androy
 P.O. Box 2
 Woodbine, IA 51579-0002

Scholarship Available
in 2017

Basin Electric Power Cooperative and 
Harrison County Rural Electric Cooperative 
(REC) will be sponsoring a $1,000 scholarship 
to be awarded to the son/daughter of a Harrison 
County REC member.  

Scholarship applications are available at 
www.hcrec.coop, or our office.  You may also send in the registration 
coupon below or email your request to Jackie Androy at jandroy@hcrec.
coop.   She will send you the necessary information and application form.

Completed applications must reach our office no later than Friday, 
February 10, 2017 to be considered for the scholarship.

2016 RESAP Achievement 
Award –

Harrison County Rural Electric Cooperative was one 
of five Iowa cooperatives recognized for completing 
the Rural Electric Safety Achievement Program in 
2016. Recognition at the Iowa Association of Electric 
Cooperative’s Annual Meeting was made for our work 
in this accomplishment.

The Rural Electric Safety Achievement Program 
(RESAP) works to promote the highest standards of 
safety, enabling electric cooperatives to take ownership 
and responsibility for their safety programs. Cooperative 
leaders and employees work hard throughout the year 
developing a strong, proactive safety program followed 
by all involved. The RESAP on-site assessment includes 
an unannounced inspection, which involves a crew 
inspection and underground and overhead inspections 
conducted by statewide association safety instructors. Help keep Kids Warm 

Donations
Kids of all ages and sizes are in need of clothing to 

stay warm.
Harrison County REC helped to collect new or 

gently used shoes or boots through the Woodbine Girl 
Scout program, “Shoe us your Spirit”. The program 
also accepted coats, gloves, and winter hats to keep 
these kids warm through the winter months.

The girl scout group placed boxes around the 
community in stores and churches with hopes 
of donations filling the boxes to make life more 
comfortable for those in need. Congratulations to those 
girl scouts earning their merit badges, but the greatest 
reward is the kids receiving those items.

It’s a good experience to work with the Girl Scouts 
on this very worthy project.

Fall Area Legislative Meeting well Attended –
Annually, Harrison County Rural Electric Cooperative 

manager, Joe Farley and your directors along with 
Nishnabotna Valley Rural Electric Cooperative host a 
meeting inviting several state and federal legislators to 
discuss the upcoming legislative session.

This has proven to be a good opportunity for those 
attending to share their views and express their concerns 
on issues of importance to your cooperative. The meeting 
was held at the Neola Community Center and was very 
well attended by both cooperatives and seven legislators 
or their representatives from your area. Legislators took 
the time and opportunity to not only view their opinions, 
but ask questions regarding energy issues to be answered 
by your cooperative manager, Joe Farley.

Our goal is to continue to offer members safe, reliable, 
and affordable electric service. Manager Farley and 
your Board of Directors feel that 
maintaining a strong relationship 
with Iowa and Federal lawmakers 
is beneficial to your Cooperative. 
When energy issues come to the 
floor at the Capitol, legislators know 
the Rural Electric Cooperatives of 
Iowa will give them knowledgeable 
answers, supporting issues that 
could affect your electric rates and 
other services.

Visit our website, www.hcrec.
coop, for listings of area legislative 
contacts for your needs and easy 
access.

Rep. Charlie McConkey, Rep. Steven Holt, Rep. Matt Windschitl, 
Sen. Jason Schultz, Rep. Tom Moore, Donna Barry representing 
Sen. Grassley, Don Aplegate & Darrell Stamp of NVREC, and Sen. 
Tom Shipley.

Tim Sproul, Board President, and Joe Farley, Manager/EVP, 
accept the RESAP certificate for 2016 from Chuck Soderberg, 
IAEC EVP and Steve Seidl, Board President

Mark your calendar 
to attend the annual meeting at 
Harrison County Rural Electric 
Cooperative, Monday, April 3, 
2017.


