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News Flashes

Spot Your Main 
Account Number
Read News Flashes watching 
for your main account number 
in any of the articles or ads.  If 
you find it, call Jackie Androy 
at HCREC by the 
20th of the month 
to receive a $20.00 
electric bill credit.

Help keep Kids Warm Donations
Kids of all ages and sizes are in need of clothing to stay warm.
Harrison County REC helped to collect new or gently used shoes 

or boots through the Woodbine Girl Scout program, “Shoe us your 
Spirit”.  The program also accepted coats, gloves, and winter hats to 
keep these kids warm through the winter months.

The girl scout group placed boxes around the community in stores 
and churches with hopes of donations filling the boxes to make life 
more comfortable for those in need.  Congratulations to those girl 
scouts earning their merit badges, but the greatest reward is the kids 
receiving those items.

This was our first experience working with the Girl Scouts of 
Woodbine on this very worthy project and we hope it will continue 
to be an annual experience.

“The Story Behind the Switch” provided to area schools by 
Harrison County REC

Harrison County Rural Electric Cooperative 
(HCREC) Communicator Jackie Androy and Basin 
Electric Power Cooperative (BEPC) Representative 
Kim Kranz traveled throughout our area elementary 
school systems November 12, 13, and 16 presenting 
“The Story Behind the Switch”. Lo-Ma, Tri Center, 
Woodbine, Boyer Valley, Mo. Valley, and West 
Harrison elementary school students and faculty 
totaling 353 students and 22 faculty members, received 
this great electric and safety program. Education to our 
membership from the beginning or early ages is very 
positive. We feel the information in “The Story Behind 
the Switch” covers it well in the 75 minutes allowed.

Introductions were made by Jackie Androy to cover 
some local history of HCREC, the service territory 
outline of our co-op by counties, miles, members, 
Touchstone information, and I ask the students to show 
hands of those living in the country to explain that our 
co-op provides power to their homes, etc. and one day 
they may be members of HCREC. The kids are very 
engrossed and receptive to our information. Kim then 
begins the main presentation. 312000910

Coverage of this presentation includes:
•	 Difference 

between 
natural 
and man-
made 
electricity

•	 Different 
ways of 
making 
electricity 
(wind, 
solar, 
natural 
gas, coal, hydro, nuclear)

•	 Coal facts & process of the mining in ND & 
explanation of eqpt. used in process
o (pulverized lignite coal and generator)

•	 Electrical Transmission (high voltage wires, 
substations, distribution wires, transformers); 
samples of 345KV, 7.2KV, 240 volt wire discussed

continued on page 2

Thanksgiving outage coverage
By Dave Stevens, director of operations

Harrison County Rural Electric Cooperative (HCREC) 
has 1,106 miles of three-phase distribution line at 12,470 
volts, of which 300 miles are underground. HCREC serves 
parts of five counties including, Crawford, Harrison, 
Monona, Pottawattamie, and Shelby. During the storm 
on Thanksgiving day HCREC had no distribution line 
problems. The cooperative has eight substations owned 
and operated by our generation and transmission power 
provider Northwest Iowa Power Cooperative (NIPCO) 
headquartered in Le Mars, IA. NIPCO transmission lines 
feeding these substations experienced heavy ice loading 
in the Panama/Portsmouth area.

When freezing rain occurs with wind, ice forms on 
the conductor in the form of a sideways tear drop or 
airplane wing. This causes lift when the wind blows 
across conductors in the open. When conditions are right 
and this occurs power lines begin to bounce (gallop) 
uncontrollably. Eventually lines slap together causing 
momentary blinks due to a breaker operating as each 
line is out of phase with each other resulting in a short. 
29600911

Four of NIPCO’s substations that service HCREC 
lost power in the late afternoon and NIPCO could not 
keep them on due to the galloping transmission lines. 
Nishnabotna REC (Harlan) and other area cooperatives 
also lost substations in this storm. Mid America Energy 
lost power to surrounding towns of Panama, Portsmouth, 
Earling, Buck Grove, Dow City, and Arion for several 
hours as well as other towns along 
Highway 191. All of these outages 
were due to the same situation.

Our Hardscratch and Cass 
substations continued to have 
problems and could not be kept 
operating. Due to our strong 
distribution system we were able to 

dispatch crews and close switches allowing Hardscratch 
to feed off Mondamin, Neola, and Woodbine substations. 
Cass was also fed from the Woodbine substation. 
Energizing these two substations happened at 9:30 a.m. 
Friday after the wind calmed. Crews then switched lines 
back to their normal substation feeds.

During outages on Thanksgiving Day afternoon our 
answering service was overwhelmed with calls from 
many cooperatives’ members. At this point Lori Barry 
and Tara Ganzhorn came to the office for several hours 
to cover calls providing direct contact information to 
cooperative members.

When these situations arise caused by uncontrollable 
weather conditions the situation is out of our hands. 
HCREC had people working most of Thanksgiving Day 
dealing with calls from small and large loads, such as the 
ethanol plant near Denison, with blinks dumping the plant. 
We’ve installed spoilers and dampers to help prevent 
galloping on our distribution lines along high ridges, 
more susceptible to ice and wind. NIPCO’s transmission 
spans are much longer, but their new construction design 
includes short spans and conductor strung at higher 
tension to help prevent galloping.

There are times when the distribution system (HCREC) 
accumulates more ice in isolated line areas, depending on 
the conditions. It is a helpless feeling when conditions are 
right for freezing rain and power lines to begin to bounce. 
Freezing rain and/or ice is our worst enemy.

Thanksgiving outage coverage
By Dave Stevens, director of operations
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2016 Basin Scholarship Program
Yes, I am interested in applying for the scholarship.

Please send me an application form.

Student’s Name: _________________________________

Member Name: __________________________________

Member Account # _______________________________

Mailing Address: _________________________________
Return to: Harrison County Rural Electric Cooperative
 Jackie Androy
 P.O. Box 2
 Woodbine, IA 51579-0002

Basin Electric Power 
Cooperative and Harrison 
County Rural Electric 
Cooperative (REC) will 
be sponsoring a $1,000 

scholarship to be awarded to the son/daughter of 
a Harrison County REC member. 707900911

Applications for this scholarship can be picked 
up at our office or send in the registration coupon 
below or email Jackie Androy at jandroy@
hcrec.coop, and she will send you the necessary 
information and application forms. You may also 
apply on line by visiting our website @ www.
hcrec.coop. The applications must reach our 
office no later than Friday, February 12, 2016 
to be considered for the scholarship.

•	 Insulators vs conductors discussed and explained 
– Several scenarios brought out by both Kim and 
Jackie

Safety Discussion:
•	 Dangers of flying kites and climbing trees near 

power lines
•	 ALWAYS know where power lines are in your 

immediate location.
•	 Using large farm equipment and ladders near 

power lines
•	 Digging underground
•	 What to do in a situation if there’s a power line on 

the ground or close to the ground.
•	 What to do if you are in a car accident that’s 

involved in a down power line and demonstration 
of how to exit the vehicle IF MUST (bunny hop 
with both feet together at least 20 hops or 33 feet).
Only in emergency situation (Fire of vehicle).

Demonstration, using a student, of lineman safety 
equipment and apparel. Jackie covered all clothing 
worn by HCREC linemen (FR) and why it’s necessary 
(hard hat, rubber sleeves, gloves, plastic safety glasses, 
chartreuse shirt); testing done to keep them safe and 
that time frame; safety meeting requirements of all 
employees and why; lineman training, in that they may 
be possibly interested one day. Kids love being a part 
of demonstrations.

Summary: Safety is of high priority, outside around 
power lines and in homes. Electricity is useful, but we 
MUST treat it with respect and caution!!

Other scenarios regarding dad and large equipment, 
boats and water, appliance cords around water, yanking 
cords from outlets, extensions and overloading outlets, 
space heaters, etc. Real life accidents were also brought 

“The Story Behind the Switch” provided to area schools by 
Harrison County REC

Fight Winter Chills
Another colder-than-normal winter is predicted for much of the country this year. Frigid temperatures can cause 

heating systems to work overtime. Heating and cooling costs can make up nearly half of your electric bill. Be 
proactive, there are things you can do to help ensure you are managing your energy use and spending less.

These simple steps can help you manage your use:
• Wrap exposed pipes and water heaters that are in unconditioned spaces.
• Change your air filter monthly.
• Keep drapes closed at night and during the day if they don’t get direct sunlight.
• Keep fireplace dampers closed when not in use
• Caulk around the fireplace hearth. Caulk or weather strip around doors and windows.
• Log on to your Harrison County Rural Electric Cooperative E-bill account to keep up with your usage. Try to 

save on the milder days to compensate for those frigid days.
• Wearing proper clothing, such as long sleeves and pants, or wrapping in a cozy throw will help combat the 

temptation of bumping up the thermostat.
Using the above tips can help you manage your energy use, but your bill may still be
higher than normal because:
• Extreme weather conditions will create more use for the most efficient HVAC systems.
• Heaters work overtime in extreme cold temperatures.
• Heaters work harder and cycle on and off more frequently, causing your use to be higher, causing your 

electric bill to be higher. For example, if you set your thermostat to the recommended 68 degrees in winter 
and it is 19 degrees outside, your system must work harder to make up that 49-degree difference.

• To be comfortable in our homes during these times, our heaters are going to work harder, which may be worth 
that additional cost to you.

We want to remind you with the cold days approaching, if you are looking to purchase space heaters that an 
electric 1500 watt space heater uses the same amount of electricity whether it has a fancy wood  mantel around 
it, Amish made, or if is just a simple one. Also remember, with that space heater you are paying $0.12 a kilowatt 
when plugging into a wall outlet. If you participate in the load control program you are paying $.065 a kilowatt for 
heating your home. It’s better to utilize the load control heat instead of using space heaters.

Call Tim Plumb, director of member services and energy advisor at Harrison County Rural Electric Cooperative 
to talk about options available to you to aid in avoiding high usage and high electric bills. 207000910

out by presenters to keep kids thinking about awareness 
and its importance.
Other Demonstrations with explanations involving the 
students included:

Van de Graaf 
Generator 
(static 
electricity, 
wants to go by 
quickest path to 
the ground)

Plasma Ball 
(insulators, 
in this case 
plastic, 
electricity 
wants to go by 
quickest path to 
the ground)

Tesla 
Coil inside 
plasma ball 
(electromagnetic fields, CFL bulb lighting 
demonstration)
Three items requested that students remember at the 
beginning of the presentation are:

1. Electricity is lazy. It always wants to take the 
quickest path.

2. Electricity wants to go to the ground.
3. Electricity travels on the outside of the wire.
At the end of the presentation, students are on the 

edge of their seats waiting for the quiz so they can 
shout out these three answers.

Students are given an indoor safety checklist to take 
home and complete with their parents. They were also 
given an Electric & Safety activity book for their age 
level; Touchstone Energy pencil; Stickers for safety & 
energy efficiency. Teachers were given teacher’s guide 
educational packets to assist in their class set up.

This is such a rewarding program and our thanks 
goes out to the teachers involved for your cooperation 
and assistance in making the presentation happen 
and providing such a warm welcome. Requests have 
already been made by some for another presentation in 
Spring, 2016.

continued from page 1

2016 Scholarship Available


