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Hamblen Attends Youth Tour at Nation’s Capital
This year Danielle Hamblen of Dunlap was selected to participate in 

the 50th Annual NRECA Youth Tour at Washington, D.C., sponsored 
by Harrison County Rural Electric Cooperative (REC). She was among 
nearly 1600 students from across the United States, 33 peers from Iowa, 
in attendance. 603000910

All state groups convened at the nation’s capital for the Rural Electric 
Youth Day, sponsored by NRECA. She took in all the sites; met with other 
members of Iowa’s Congressional Delegation; learned more about the role 
of electric cooperatives nationwide; and then met inspirational speakers 
present for their learning experience. NRECA is the national service 
organization representing more than 900 consumer-owned, not-for-profit 
electric cooperatives, which provide electric service to 42 million people 
in 47 states.

Danielle, representing Harrison County Rural Electric Cooperative, 
was very grateful to be given this opportunity of a lifetime. “The Youth 
Tour was amazing. It was so cool to meet my senator and representative 
and learn more about politics. I have made many new friends and saw lots 
of historical sites. Kids my age do care about this country,” Danielle said.

In total more than 50,000 high school juniors and seniors have been 
sponsored by electric utility cooperatives to visit U.S. congressional 
delegations, energy and grassroots government educational sessions, and 
sightsee Washington, D.C.

For more information about the Electric Cooperative Youth Tour 
Program, visit www.nreca.coop/what-we-do/youth-programs/.

Participating information will be given later for the 2015 trip at www.
hcrec.coop.

Pictured above is Danielle Hamblen on 
the right, along with Danny Tallon.  Danielle 
was sponsored by Harrison County Rural 
Electric Co-op.  Danny also of Harrison 
County REC was winner of the Living with 
Energy in Iowa Essay Contest.  We’re very 
proud to have two students from the HCREC 
service territory as winners of different 
contests representing our cooperative.

Harrison County Rural 
Electric Cooperative 
will be closed Monday, 
September 1 to observe 
Labor Day. Outages and 
Emergencies should be 
reported to 800-822-
5591 or 647-2727. Have 
a Safe Holiday!

NOTICE
Automated meter installation is planned to begin in 

August. Chapman Metering LLC will begin installing 
new automated meters throughout Harrison County REC 
service territory. This is the last phase of the equipment 
installation for the Automated Metering Information (AMI) 
system. Be sure to note that you might be seeing Chapman 
Metering LLC trucks and equipment in your area.

Pole 1: New three-phase tap line that feeds Tri Center School complex 
connects to the main feeder from Neola Substation

Pole 2: New three-phase disconnect switch shown at bucket height allows 
all three phases to be disconnected at the same time

Pole 3: New overhead construction ends and new underground three 
phase starts and continues one mile to the school complex

Fallen Power Line Safety
If your power goes out or you see an electrical hazard such as a downed 

power line, call Harrison County Rural Electric Cooperative (REC). Our 
phones are answered 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

Safety tips to follow:
 Stay away from fallen power lines and from anything that is touching 

them. Assume the lines are energized and dangerous.
 Fallen lines are most common after storms and high winds. Debris 

from a storm can hide fallen power lines. Fallen trees may contain 
energized power lines.

 Shuffle, don’t run, from a fallen power line. Shuffle with your feet 
together and on the ground. Running or taking large steps can increase 
the chance that you will be shocked or killed.

 If a power line falls on your car, stay inside unless the car catches 
fire. Only then, jump clear of the car without touching metal and the 
ground at the same time.

Always report outages and electrical hazards.
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Energy 
Efficiency

During summer months, our 
homes can be extremely 
hot, making living conditions 
uncomfortable. Before you 
fire up your air conditioner, try 
cooling off with a ceiling fan. 
Using ceiling fans can actually 
raise your thermostat setting 
by four degrees and still feel 
comfortable.  92900910
Source: U.S. Department of Energy

Spot your Main
Account 
Number –
Read News Flashes 
watching for your main 
account number in any of 
the articles or ads.  If you 
find it, call Jackie Androy 
at HCREC by the 20th of the 
month to receive a $20.00 
electric bill credit.

Tip of the Month

Oyster Stuffing
8 cups plain bread cubes or 8 

cups Italian bread cubes, dried 
overnight

1 cup celery, finely chopped
¾ cup onion, chopped
2 – 8 oz. cans oysters with liquid

1/3 cup butter, melted
½ cup chicken broth
2 tsp. salt
1 tsp. pepper
1 tsp. ground sage
½ tsp. thyme

Heat broth, butter, and oyster liquid in a small pan.  Combine bread 
cubes, celery, onion, spices, and oysters; add liquid and stir.  Place in 
greased baking dish; Bake @ 350º until heated through with a crust on 
the outsides; approximately 25-40 mins.  This recipe make me think of 
the holidays coming soon.  327700017

Irrigation electrical hazards are a growing problem in 
many regions of the country. During dry & hot summer 
conditions, farm irrigation can be vital. However, it is 
equally vital that operators know and follow proper 
safety precautions to avoid deadly electrical accidents 
when operating and handling watering systems.

Farm operators should be aware that metal and water 
are conductors of electricity when working around 
irrigation equipment. Aluminum irrigation pipes are 
lightweight and easier to handle, but are also excellent 
conductors of electricity. It’s best to avoid moving 
irrigation pipe and equipment on windy days. Sudden 
gusts of wind could lift pipes into overhead power 
lines, which could be fatal or cause serious injury to a person holding the pipe. 607200910 

Water and electricity are a dangerous mix. Electricity always follows the shortest path to the ground and can 
flow through conductive materials, such as water or metal. Do not allow irrigation water nozzles to spray power 
lines. A water stream hitting a power line could energize the entire system, creating a shock hazard to anyone 
nearby or in contact with the equipment.

 
The following are good safety tips to avoid possible fatal or serious electrical contact injuries:
•	 Take time to survey your surroundings before moving equipment. Look up and around you, noting power 

lines that could be close enough to come in contact with equipment and stay away.
•	 Make sure irrigation system wiring is properly grounded. Have a qualified electrician check the pump and 

wiring before use at each irrigation season.
•	 Store unused irrigation pipes far away from power lines or electrical equipment.
•	 Position irrigation pipes a minimum of 15 feet from power lines.
•	 Position water jet streams a safe distance to avoid any chance of spraying onto power lines. If the lines are 

sprayed, the entire system could be energized, creating a danger to anyone nearby.
•	 Stay away from the piping during lightning activity. Install lightning arresters to protect your equipment.
•	 If fuses continually blow or circuit breakers repeatedly trip, have a professional check the wiring. It could 

avoid a potential electrical hazard.
•	 Always shut off and lock the master electrical control switch before servicing the machine.
•	 Avoid moving irrigation equipment on windy days when pipes 

could be blown into nearby power lines. Keep pipes horizontal to 
the ground, avoiding contact with power lines.

•	 If an irrigation pipe does come in contact with a power line, never 
try to remove it yourself. Stay Away and Call Your Local Electric 
Utility for HELP! Contact information would be Harrison County 
Rural Electric Cooperative 800-822-5591 or 647-2727. Safety is 
our #1 Priority!

Stay Safe when using Irrigation Equipment -

Ehlert joins Harrison County 
REC lineman crew -

Jacolby Ehlert joined the Harrison County REC 
family as apprentice lineman on June 23rd. He received 
his power lineman associate degree at Northwest 
Iowa Community College located at Sheldon, IA. He 
has since been working for North West REC at the Ida 
Grove outpost as apprentice lineman.

Jacolby is born and raised at Woodbine with family ties to Harrison 
County Rural Electric Cooperative, as grandson of retired foreman Rich 
Ehlert and son of the late 1st class lineman Tim Ehlert.

Welcome to our REC family, Jacolby!

“Leadership and learning are 
indispensible to each other.”

 –  (John F. Kennedy)

Summer line crew help, Blake Barnum, 
gains experience by learning the processes. 
Blake is terminating high voltage cable in 
preparation for underground connection 
at the transformer. Blake is a senior at 
Woodbine High School.

“Pull the Plug” Appliance Recycling 
Temporarily Unavailable

Harrison County Rural Electric Cooperative (REC) has been pleased to 
offer the “Pull the Plug” Appliance Recycling program to our members 
and we thank you for your participation over the years.  “Pull the Plug” 
was developed in 2010 to encourage the proper recycling and disposal of 
old and inefficient appliances by offering rebates to our membership to 
recycle these outdated units.  Unplugging and recycling an old, or second, 
refrigerator or freezer can save up to $100 per year when replaced by new 
Energy Star® units.  We have experienced a great deal of participation in 
this program and it serves as an important element in our cooperative’s 
overall energy efficiency program efforts.

In June, the business who assisted Harrison County REC in the collection 
and proper disposal of old appliances, discontinued this service.  Because 
we are committed to the value and convenience this program continues to 
provide our members, we are working, quickly, to re-establish an appliance 
recycling service.  During this transition, we appreciate your patience until 
we can bring the program back into operation as soon as possible.

 In the meantime, if you have any questions, please feel free to contact 
Tim Plumb at Harrison County REC office, 800-822-5591 or 647-2727.

Our Co-op Mission
Harrison County Rural Electric Cooperative mission statement is 

to meet our members’ expectations of affordable, reliable electric and 
related services.


