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Momentum is Building Conference
Iowa’s electric cooperatives hosted contractors, cooperative representatives, 

and vendors at the annual Momentum Is Building conference at the Sheraton 
West Des Moines in 
March.

The cooperatives, with 
the support of the Iowa 
Energy Center, have been 
holding the conference 
over 20 years, bringing 
the latest in construction 
practices and energy 
e f f i c i e n t  b u i l d i n g 
methods and products to 
Iowa’s building trades. 
203001910

REC will Pay Patronage on Estates
Patronage will be paid to estates on a discounted basis in June, 2014. 

If you are interested in taking a discounted settlement on the patronage of 
a deceased member, please complete the form below and return it to the 
Cooperative office by Friday, May 2nd. We will send you a form to sign to 
confirm the amount of patronage.

Request for Patronage to Estates

____________________________  ____________________________
 Name of deceased  Deceased’s spouse

____________________________  ____________________________
 Address (when Co-op member)  Name of executor or contact

____________________________  ____________________________
 City, State, Zip   Contact’s Street Address

____________________________  ____________________________
 Date of Death Memb #  Contact’s City, State, Zip

Return to: Shanell Dickman
Harrison County Rural Electric Cooperative,

P.O. Box 2, Woodbine, IA  51579 by May 2, 2014.

Molly Cunard Wins 2014 Scholarship
By Linda Williams

NOTICE
Harrison County Rural Electric 
Cooperative is beginning 
dep loyment  o f  our  new 
metering system. You will be 
seeing increased REC activity 
in your area for a short time.

L to R: Tim Plumb & Alan Mumm of Harrison County REC 
with contractor Doug Mumm at the annual event

Molly Cunard, a Council Bluffs 
Heartland Christian School senior, 
is the winner of the 2014 Harrison 
Coun ty  REC/Bas in  E l ec t r i c 
Cooperative Scholarship. The 
$1,000.00 Scholarship was awarded 
to Molly based on her outstanding 
academics and ACT test scores along 
with her excellent essay on the value 
of the local electric cooperative to 
her and her family. She is involved 
in school activities including a four 
year Honor Roll student, student 
council member serving as president 
her senior year, and she is a tutor in 
her school’s tutoring program. Molly 
is a four sport athlete achieving All-
Conference honors in basketball, 
volleyball and softball, a state track 
participant, and she is a member of 

the Missouri Valley Fellowship of 
Christian Athletes. As a part time 
student at Iowa Western Community 
College she entered the all campus 
speech contest and received 6th place 
overall and she participates in choir. 
85000910 

This busy high school senior finds 
time to volunteer at the nursing home, 
where she sings, plays music and 
helps with bingo. Molly is a member 
of the Missouri Valley Christian 
Church where she helps with weekly 
Bible studies with other high school 
students including Logan, Missouri 
Valley and West Harrison students, 
and she is a co-leader of a prayer 
group at her school. She wears many 
hats and is very involved in a variety 
of activities and organizations. 

Where does 
she find the 
time!

This fall 
Molly will 
be attending 
c l a s se s  a t 
North West-
ern College 
in Orange City, Iowa. She plans to 
earn a bachelors degree in Biology 
and then continue on to medical 
school to become a family practice 
physician. She would like to return 
to a small community in Western 
Iowa and help those less fortunate by 
offering physical and psychological 
healing. 

Molly’s proud parents  are 
Harrison County REC members 
Robert and Ruth Cunard from 
Missouri Valley. We wish Molly the 
best as she pursues her education. 
Her future looks very bright!

We would like to thank all the 
excellent applicants who applied 
for this year’s scholarship. We wish 
all of you the best in your future 
endeavors.

Burning Ditches – 
Take Care around
REC Property

It’s that time of year when many of 
you may be burning weeds, grass, etc 
in your ditches.

Burning helps clean things up, but 
it can also cause problems if a fire 
is allowed to burn around Harrison 
County Rural Electric Cooperative 
(HCREC) or Northwest Iowa Power 
Cooperative (NIPCO) poles, anchors, 
guy assembling, underground cabinets, 
etc.

Burning close to cooperative property 
can not only cause a lot of damage, 
but it can also be dangerous and cause 
electric service problems or outages. 
Any member involved may be invoiced 
for damage they cause to HCREC or 
NIPCO property.

Please be careful when you burn to 
avoid damage to cooperative property, 
electric service problems, and danger to 
yourself and/or others.

Move Equipment 
Safely this Spring

As we approach planting season this 
spring, farm-related accidents involving 
power lines are always of concern. 
Farmers are urged to locate all electrical 
facilities before moving farm equipment.

 Many types of farm equipment can 
make contact with overhead power lines. 
All large farm equipment can easily create 
an electrical hazard and should be operated 
with extreme caution around power lines 
and underground equipment.

Today’s larger farms require transporting 
equipment to fields miles away. Never 
raise the arms large farm equipment near 
power lines.

Make sure everyone who works on the 
farm knows the location of power lines 
and keeps farm equipment at least ten 
feet away from them. The minimum ten 
foot distance should be maintained in all 
directions.

A safe planting season begins with the 
prevention of accidents. May is National 
Electrical Safety Month.
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Load Management 
Program –

H a r r i s o n 
C o u n t y  R u r a l 
Electric Coopera-
tive would like to 
thank our mem-
bers who have 
chosen to participate in the Switch 
Makes Cents Load Management 
program. Your involvement in 
this program has assisted with our 
overall load management efforts 
that continue to help us keep the 
cost of providing safe and reliable 
electricity as affordable as possible. 
139900910

For participants in the Switch 
Makes Cents  program,  load 
management control switches 
temporarily interrupt power to 
qualifying equipment, such as 
water heaters, during peak demand 
periods. When demand decreases, 
the equipment returns to normal 
operation. Most program participants 
do NOT notice this interruption in 
their service, but DO notice lower 
electric rates that are offered as an 
incentive for program participation.

We would like to remind our Switch 
Makes Cents program participants 
that electric heat control may be 
implemented during the month of 
May if the cold temperatures stick 
around longer than usual.

To those currently enjoying the 
benefits of rebates and discounted 
electric rates through our load 
management and energy efficiency 
programs offered through Harrison 
County Rural Electric Cooperative, 
we thank you. If you would like 
more information on ALL the ways 
we can help you save on your 
electric bills, please call our office 
at 712-647-2727 or 800-822-5591.

Linda Williams 
Announces 
Retirement

After 31 years of dedicated service 
Linda Williams, Member Relations 
Representative, has announced that 
she plans to retire effective May 31.  
Linda has been a devoted employee 
and proud supporter of the rural 
electric tradition.  Please watch your 
newsletter next month for details 
about a retirement reception being 
planned to recognize her service.

Storm Safety:  When Thunderstorms, 
Tornadoes Strike

Spring seasons can usher 
in more than April showers.  
Even through summer months, 
thunderstorms can quickly roll 
in and create tornados to touch 
down, often during the afternoon 
and evening hours, according to 
researchers.

Below are some tips from NOAA and the American Red Cross to keep 
you and your home safe when tornadoes and severe thunderstorms come 
your way.
• Prepare for high winds by removing diseased and damaged tree limbs.
• Listen to local news or National Weather Service broadcasts to stay

informed about tornado watches and warnings.
• If in a mobile home, immediately head to a sturdy shelter or vehicle.

Mobile homes, especially hallways and bathrooms, are not safe places
to take shelter during tornadoes or other severe winds.

• Designate a family meeting place for shelter during and after a storm.
If possible go to your basement, small interior room, or under stairs on
the lowest level.  Have a battery-operated weather radio with emergency
supplies. 258900910

• Unplug electronics.  Avoid using electrical equipment and corded
telephones.

• If you are caught in a storm while on the road, be sure your headlights
are on and try to safely exit the roadway and park.  Stay in your vehicle
with your seat belt on and turn on the emergency flashers until the heavy
rain ends.  If there is thunder and lightning, avoid touching metal or other
surfaces that conduct electricity in and outside the vehicle.

• After the storm, stay safe by remaining indoors at least 30 minutes after
the last clap of thunder.  Also, stay away from downed power lines and
avoid flooded areas.  Power lines could be submerged and still live with
electricity.  If you see downed power lines, stay away.  Report them to
Harrison County Rural Electric Cooperative at 712-647-2727 or 800-
822-5591, immediately.

Consider this energy-saving and maintenance regimen to keep 
your refrigerator in shape and trim energy use. Set the refrigerator 
temperature above 37 degrees Fahrenheit. Make sure door 
seals are in place and are snug when closed. Keep outside coils 
unobstructed and clean as dirty ones could overwork the unit 
compressor.

Source:  Energy.gov

Energy Efficiency

Tip of the Month
Save $20.00 on 

Your Electric Bill
R e a d  N e w s  F l a s h e s 
watching for your main 
account number in any of 
the articles or ads. If you 
find it, call Jackie Androy 
at HCREC by the 20th of 
the month to receive a 
$20.00 electric bill credit.


