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Franklin REC members experience Oahe/Basin Tours 
The 27th Annual Energy Trail 

Tours took place in July and August of 
2014 and members of Franklin REC 
took advantage of the opportunity to 
visit the various locations where their 
electricity originates. This is the first 
year members from our cooperative 
were invited to participate.

Franklin REC members Ted 
Vosburg and Tamra Kjormoe of Ackley 
went on the tour July 9-11, and Lester 
and Linda Corporon of Dougherty 
went August 6-8. Both couples won the 
trip at Franklin REC’s annual meeting 
April 1, 2014. 

The three-day educational power 
supply tours were sponsored by North-
west Iowa Power Cooperative (NIP-
CO), Basin Electric Power Cooperative, 
and Corn Belt Power Cooperative. In 
addition to the educational portion of 
the tour, members enjoyed good food, 
great fellowship, and a few surprise 
visits along the journey.

According to Linda Corporon, two 
big surprises of the trip were stopping 
at Lawrence Welk’s birthplace in 
Strasburg, N.D., and the Terri Redlin 
museum in Watertown, S.D. “Our 
surprise stops were way too short, but 
we had a great time and it made you 
want to go back,” said Linda Corporon. 
“All of the accommodations were nice 
and the trip was very well planned. It 
was fun and totally interesting.”

At the Oahe Power House near 
Pierre, S.D., participants had the oppor-
tunity to test their response skill against 
adverse weather conditions along the 
Missouri River. The interactive display 
shows the many considerations the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers takes when 
operating the dams. Additionally, mem-
bers were treated to a tour of the facility, 
led by Corps personnel. 

On the second day of the tour, in 
west-central North Dakota, members 
were informed as to the number of 
products made from lignite coal at the 
Dakota Gasification Company’s Great 
Plains Synfuels Plant. The facility pro-
duces pipeline-quality natural gas from 
lignite coal, as well as many other useful 
and in-demand products, including fer-
tilizers, gasoline additives, rare gases and 
carbon dioxide. The CO2 is compressed 
and shipped via pipeline to customers 
in Canada where it is used for enhanced 
oil recovery. 

Another highlight of the 
day was a visit to the neigh-
boring Coteau Properties 
Company Freedom Mine, 
where participants witnessed, 
first-hand, some of the larg-
est earth-moving equipment 
in operation in the United 
States. Energy Trail Members 
learned of the abundance of 
America’s coal reserves, which 
hold enough to last 800 years 
at today’s usage rates. They 
also observed the successful 
results of reclamation of the 
land after surface mining is 
complete.

To round out the Energy Trail Loop 
of this region, tour guests were also 
treated to a visit of Basin Electric Power 
Cooperative’s Antelope Valley Station, a 
900-megawatt coal-fired electric genera-
tion facility, and NextEra Energy’s Wil-
ton Wind Energy Center, where 120 
turbines have the capacity to generate 
enough energy to power about 65,000 
homes on an annual average. 

I’d go again in a minute,” said Les-
ter Corporon. “I have a much greater 
appreciation for where our electricity 
comes from. We had an excellent time.”

Members on the tour saw the large earth-moving 
equipment at the Coteau Properties Company 
Freedom Mine.

Tamra Kjormoe and Ted Vosburg Linda and Lester Corporon



YOUR RURAL ELECTRIC CO-OP has always 
extended a helping hand to those needing it. In response 
to actions by the Iowa General Assembly, your REC 
has established RECare, a program of members helping 
members. 

RECare will provide funds to be distributed by 
local community action agencies to help pay winter 
heating bills and to assist in weatherization of homes 
of low-income consumers. You may make a one-time 
contribution or a monthly pledge that will 
be automatically added onto your monthly 
electric bill. Even a dollar a month pledge 
will help others.

RECare Authorization Form
•	 I will contribute $_______ per month. I understand this amount 

will be automatically added to my monthly electric bill.

•	 I will make a one-time contribution of $_________ to RECare. 
My check is enclosed.

Name _______________________________________________

Address _____________________________________________

City_________________________State____Zip_____________

Account Number_______________________________

Return to your local Touchstone Energy® Cooperative

RECare MEMBERS HELPING MEMBERS

Grain Bin REQUIREMENTS
When you start to plan for a new grain bin, please 

contact your electric cooperative. We will provide assistance 
in planning for a safe environment for everyone working and 
living around grain bins. The State of Iowa requires specific 
clearances for electric lines around grain bins, with different 
standards for those filled by portable and permanent augers, 
conveyors and elevators.

The drawings show the specific clearances required for 
both scenarios. If you have any questions concerning the 
drawings, please 
contact your 
cooperative 
listed here.

According 
to the Iowa 
Electric Safety Code found in Iowa Administrative Code 
Chapter 199 -- 25.2(3) b. An electric utility may refuse to 
provide electric service to any grain bin built near an existing 
electric line which does not provide the clearances required by 
the American National Standards Institute (ANSI)C2-2012 
“National Electrical Safety Code,” Rule 234F. This paragraph 
“b” shall apply only to grain bins loaded by portable augers, 
conveyors or elevators and built after September 9, 1992, or to 
grain bins loaded by permanently installed augers, conveyors, or 
elevator systems installed after December 24, 1997. (As adopted 
by the Iowa Utilities Board) 

Disclaimer: These drawings are provided as part of Iowa 
electric cooperatives’ annual public information campaign and are 
based on the 2012 Edition of the NESC as corrected. To view the 
actual drawings refer to 2012 Edition National Electrical Safety 
Code and the Errata to 2012 Edition National Electrical Safety 
Code Correction Sheet issued April 29, 2013. Every care has 
been taken for the correctness of the contents of these drawings.
However, the Iowa Association of Electric Cooperatives and its 
member cooperatives accept no liability whatsoever for omissions 
or errors, technical inaccuracies, typographical mistakes or for 
damages of any kind arising from the use of the contents of these 
drawings, whether textual or graphical.

butler county rec………………319-267-2726
corn belt power…………………515-332-2571
Franklin rec……………………...641-456-2557
Grundy county rec…………….319-824-5251
prairie energy cooperative…...515-532-2805



Non-Discrimination Statement:  
This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer. If you wish to file a Civil Rights program complaint of discrimination, complete the 
USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, found online at http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html, or at any USDA office, or 
call (866) 632-9992 to request the form. You may also write a letter containing all of the information requested in the form. Send your completed 
complaint form or letter to us by mail at U.S. Department of Agriculture, Director, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., 
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, by fax (202) 690-7442 or email at program.intake@usda.gov.

Electric cooperatives host meeting with CoNgRESSMaN KINg
Congressman Steve King met with representatives of 

Iowa’s electric cooperatives August 14 at Corn Belt Power 
Cooperative, Humboldt. King viewed a presentation about 
the cooperatives’ involvement in economic development 
and heard about the importance of receiving funding from 
the USDA’s Rural Economic Development Loan and Grant 
program for growing businesses and job opportunities in 
northern Iowa.

“Our mission is to improve the quality of life for our 
members and communities. We do that in part by providing 
reliable, affordable electricity,” said Jim Vermeer, vice presi-
dent, business development, Corn Belt Power. “We also ac-
complish that by assisting new businesses to locate here and 
helping existing businesses to grow their operations. That 

increases the number of job opportunities and also grows tax 
revenue for our communities.”

Congressman King acknowledged the importance of the 
cooperatives’ economic development efforts. He said, “The 
total project investment of more than $45 billion caught my 
attention.”

Corn Belt Power, headquartered at Humboldt, is a 
generation and transmission electric cooperative. Corn 
Belt Power provides power to nine electric cooperatives, 
including your local electric cooperative, and one municipal 
cooperative. Together they serve farms, rural residences, small 
towns, and commercial/industrial members in 41 northern 
Iowa counties.  

Congressman Steve King meets with representatives of electric cooperatives at Corn Belt Power in Humboldt. Economic development 
efforts highlighted the discussion.

Keep that appliance out of the landfill, RECEIvE $25
Your Touchstone Energy Cooperative is now working with the Conservation Services 

Group (CSG) in the Pull the Plug recycling and rebate program. Pull the Plug is designed to 
remove old inefficient (but still working) freezers, refrigerators, and window air conditioners 
from our electric lines. 

How does Pull the Plug work?
•	 Your REC arranges pick up of your qualifying appliance for free.
•	 You receive a $25 incentive check per recycled appliance. (Maximum of 

three appliances per year)

What happens to the appliances?
CSG, based in Marion, Iowa, demanufactures old appliances and safely recycles and 

disposes of hazardous components in accordance with local, state, and federal regulations. 

How can you participate?
Call your Touchstone Energy Cooperative or sign up online. Go to your cooperative’s 

website and look for the Pull the Plug logo. Your co-op will review your request and send it on 
to CSG, who will contact you to schedule pickup. CSG will pick up and recycle your old appliance 
and you will receive a $25 recycling incentive.
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Light meal served from 6:00 - 6:30 p.m.
Meeting from 6:30 - 7:30 p.m.

Tues., November 12
 Maynes Grove Lodge, Hampton

Wed., November 13
Linn Grove Country Club, Rockwell

Dates & Times 

Eligible students must be high school sophomores or juniors 
living	in	the	Hampton-Dumont,	CAL,	West	Fork,	or	AGWSR	
school	districts.	If	the	student	attends	another	school,	his	
or	her	parents	must	be	an	active	member	of	Franklin	REC.	
We’ll	select	one	lucky	student	to	participate	in	this	all-
expense	paid	trip.

Contact Franklin REC or visit 
www.franklinrec.coop for more information

District Meetings
FOR MEMBERS

As a member of an electric 
cooperative, you have a unique opportunity 
to take an active role in Franklin REC — because you’re not 
just a customer, you’re a member-owner.

We’re planning our district meetings to provide members 
with more information about Franklin REC.  These 
meetings are members’ opportunities to ask important 
questions about our services and be involved in decisions 
that will impact the future of the cooperative. 

Expect your invitation in the mail, but mark your 
calendar now and plan to attend. This meeting isn’t just 
about keeping the lights on, but is also your opportunity 
to participate in the decisions that will impact the future of 
Franklin REC. 

We welcome your input and hope to see you at your 
district meeting!

Looking for a college scholarship? 
Dependents	of	Franklin	REC	members	are	invited	to	apply	for	scholarships	for	tuition	at	a	
two-year	or	four-year	college	in	the	fall	of	2015	(including	vocational	and	technical	schools).		
Scholarship opportunities include:

•	 $1,000	Basin	Electric	Power	Cooperative	Scholarship
•	 $300	Franklin	REC’s	Commitment	to	Community	Scholarship	(up	to	three	awarded)	
•	 $500	Wind	Energy	and	Turbine	Technology	Scholarship	(one	awarded	to	a	student	

attending	Iowa	Lakes	Community	College	Wind	Energy	and	Turbine	Technology	pro-
gram)

•	 $500	Electrical	Technology,	Powerline,	or	Powerline	Technology	Scholarship	(four	
awarded	to	students	attending	Northwest	Iowa	Community	in	College	Electrical	Technology,	Powerline,	or	Powerline	
Technology	programs)

Visit our website or www.franklinrec.coop or contact your school in November

Don’t forget to check out 
scholarship opportunities at 
Franklin REC.


