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District 1 - Geneva, Grant Hamilton, Lee, 
Morgan, Oakland, Osceola, and Reeve Townships in 
Franklin County; Madison and Washington Townships in 
Butler County; Alden, Etna, Hardin, and Hardin-Alden 
Townships in Hardin County; and Blaine Township in 
Wright County.

Marvin Janssen, Hampton
Marvin (incumbent) has been a 

member of Franklin REC since 1967. 
He has served as a director since 
1980, and currently is board presi-
dent. He holds a Credentialed Coop-
erative Director Certificate from the 
National Rural Electric Cooperative 

Association (NRECA). 
Marvin and his wife Betty live approximately six miles 

south of Hampton on a farm where they raise corn and soy-
beans. They have six grown children, 14 grandchildren and 
four great grandchildren. 

Marvin was employed at Franklin REC for 10 years as a 
lineman, leaving in 1967 to farm and work as an electrician. 
He continues with part-time electrical work. He is a mem-
ber of St. Peters United Church of Christ in Geneva and has 
served on the church board. He has been a Reeve Township 
trustee for 18 years.

District 2  -  Ingham, Marion, Mott, Ross, 
Scott, and West Fork Townships in Franklin County; and 
Bennezette and Pittsford Townships in Butler County.

Don Greimann, Hampton
Don (incumbent) has been a 

member of Franklin REC since 
1978 and has served as a director 
since 1996. He holds a Credentialed 
Cooperative Director Certificate from 
NRECA. 

He and his wife Alice live on a 
farm five miles southwest of Chapin where they raise corn and 
soybeans. They have two daughters and two grandchildren. 

Don is a graduate of Sheffield-Chapin High School and 
began farming in 1973. In 1987, he started working at Grei-
mann Brothers, Inc. in Chapin, where he is a part-owner.  He 
is a member of Zion St. Lutheran Church in Sheffield.

District 3 -  Richland and Wisner Townships in 
Franklin County; Pleasant Township in Wright County; 
Scott Township in Floyd County; and Bath, Dougherty, 
Geneseo, Grimes, Mt. Vernon, Pleasant Valley, and Union 
Townships in Cerro Gordo County.

Dale Schaefer, Rockwell
Dale (incumbent) has been a 

member of Franklin REC since 1971. 
He has been a director since 1985, 
and served as the board secretary-
treasurer for 25 years. For the past 
six years, he has served on Corn Belt 
Power Cooperative’s board of direc-

tors. Dale holds a Credential Cooperative Director Certificate 
and Board Leadership Certificate from NRECA. 

Dale and his wife Lana live on a farm one and a half miles 
southwest of Rockwell where they raise corn, soybeans, and 
cattle. They have two sons, one daughter, and seven grand-
children. 

After graduation from Rockwell-Swaledale High School, 
Dale attended Muscatine Community College in Muscatine. 
He returned to the area and started farming in 1973. He is a 
member of St. Peter Lutheran Church in Rockwell and has 
served on church boards.

Take pride in your cooperative!
•	 Attend	the	annual	meeting	on	Tues.,	April	7,	and	

vote	for	the	candidates	of	your	choice.	
•	 Hear	guest	speaker	Tim	Coonen,	Iowa	Association	

of	Electric	Cooperative’s	director	of	government	
relations,	talk	about	important	legislative	issues.

•	 Earn	a	chance	to	win	cash	prizes	and	enter	to	win	

an	Energy	Trail	Tour	(see	back	for	details).

Doors at the Franklin County Convention center open at 5:30 p.m. 

Meet your candidates running for Franklin REC’s 
board of directors
The members listed below are running for one three-year term on 
Franklin REC’s board of directors. Voting will take place at the annual 
meeting April 7, 2015. Annual meeting notices will be mailed mid-March.



Living	in	a	more	efficient	home	with	lower	utility	bills	has	
widespread	appeal.	Fortunately,	your	electric	cooperative’s	
housing	partner,	Homeward,	Inc.,	is	offering	members	low-
interest	loans	for	energy-efficiency	improvements.	Loans	can	
be	used	for	heat	pumps,	electric	water	heaters,	heat	pump	
water	heaters,	doors,	windows,	roofing,	insulation,	siding,	
and	electrical	updates.	

•	 Borrow	up	to	$7,000	at	4%	for	5	years	or	5%	for				
10	years

•	 Available	for	existing	or	new	homes
•	 Property	must	be	served	by	a	participating	electric	

cooperative

An energy-efficiency loan can help!

WHY DOES YOUR COOPERATIVE ADVERTISE?

Your electric cooperative’s unique relationship 
with its members goes beyond the mere flip of 
a light switch and can be traced back to decades 

of serving consumers with unmatched integrity and 
accountability.   

Advertising informs our members and the general 
public—including young people and opinion leaders—
about the nature and benefits of belonging to an electric 
cooperative. In general, we focus on these main areas:

SAFETY
Educating the public about electrical safety is our highest 

priority. Although we cannot see, smell, or hear electricity, 
it CAN be felt. One touch can be deadly. While electricity 
provides many benefits, it should not be taken for granted. 
Our public awareness campaigns provide information to help 
everyone live and work safely around electricity. 

COMMITMENT TO COMMUNITIES
Advertising is used to promote our programs and 

services that help the communities and people we serve. 
Campaigns promote scholarships, loan programs, economic 
development services, donations, event sponsorships, rebates, 
and more.

ENERGY 
EFFICIENCY

Promoting efficient 
use of electricity has 
been ongoing since 
we began providing 
electricity to the homes, 
farms, and businesses 
we serve. We provide 
information on cost-
effective electric 
technologies and 
encourage members to 
choose the more energy-
efficient options. 

FEDERAL AND 
STATE MANDATES

Federal and state 
mandates require electric utilities to advertise and promote 
programs for the public’s benefit. Grain bin clearance 
notifications, nondiscrimination compliance statements, and 
voluntary customer energy-assistance programs are a few 
examples.

As a Touchstone Energy cooperative, we 
adhere to our longstanding cooperative 
principle of educating and informing 
our members of the cooperative way of 
doing business.

If you have a gasoline or liquid propane (LP) tank located on 
your property, you should always be concerned about its safe 
operation. The National Electrical Safety Code and National 
Electrical Code have requirements for your protection.

The image below shows the recommended locations for a gas or 
LP tank from a meter pole. 

Maintaining safe distances will help to prevent fuel vapors from 
collecting in the conduit or electrical box. If fuses were to blow 
or an electrical arc to occur, a lethal explosion could result.

Contact your local electric cooperative if you have any questions 
or need more information.

Locate fuel tanks safe distances 
from meters

YOUR HOME 
MORE ENERGY EFFICIENT?

DO YOU WANT TO MAKE

Contact Homeward, Inc. 
Phone:  515-532-6477       

Email: homeward@mchsi.com



Non-Discrimination Statement:  
This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer. If you 
wish to file a Civil Rights program complaint of discrimination, com-
plete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, found 
online at http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html, or at 
any USDA office, or call (866) 632-9992 to request the form. You 
may also write a letter containing all of the information requested in 
the form. Send your completed complaint form or letter to us by mail 
at U.S. Department of Agriculture, Director, Office of Adjudication, 
1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, 
by fax (202) 690-7442 or email at program.intake@usda.gov.

Renewable energy going strong at your electric cooperative
Basin Electric Power Cooperative – the wholesale power 

supplier to Corn Belt Power Cooperative and your local elec-
tric cooperative — announced in late December it has signed 
purchase agreements to buy power from two new wind proj-
ects in North Dakota. Combined capacity is 300 megawatts, 
which will be added to existing wind generation available to 
serve our members.

A subsidiary of NextEra Energy Resources will develop 
the Dickinson Wind Energy Center, a 150-megawatt project 
near Richardton, N.D., to be completed by the end of 2015. 
Tradewind Energy will develop the Lindahl Wind Project, a 
150-megawatt project near Tioga, N.D, to be completed by 
the end of 2016. Developers choose North Dakota locations 
for wind energy development because wind speeds in that 
state offer greater potential for higher generation output.

Corn Belt Power Cooperative, based in Humboldt, Iowa, 
is the wholesale power supplier to our cooperative and is a 
Class A member of Basin Electric, Bismarck, N.D. Through 
this membership, Corn Belt Power sells all of its generation 
output to Basin Electric and buys all of its power needs above 
its hydropower contract from Basin Electric. This arrange-
ment allows Corn Belt Power to have access to a larger power 
supply pool and helps reduce the risk of relying on a few 
major sources of generation.

Through direct investments and renewable power pur-
chase agreements, Basin Electric has made capital investments 
of more than $1 billion in renewable resources. 

The two new wind resources will increase the renewable 
portion of Basin Electric’s generating portfolio to more than 
1,400 megawatts when combined with:

•	 713 megawatts of wind generation in North 
Dakota, South Dakota and Iowa

•	 44 megawatts of recovered energy generation 
produced from exhaust heat produced by natural 
gas pipeline compressors

•	 376 megawatts of wind generation purchase 
contracts announced previously to be completed 
in 2015

Corn Belt Power contributes more than 45 megawatts 
of wind from Iowa sources to the Basin Electric portfolio, 
including wind power purchased from:

•	 Iowa Lakes Electric Cooperative: Superior Wind 
Project, 10.5 megawatts, and Lakota Wind Project, 
10.5 megawatts

•	 Hancock County Wind Energy Center, 7.3 
megawatts

•	 Crosswind, Ayrshire, 16.8 megawatts

Additionally, Corn Belt Power purchases the output of 
84 renewable energy projects owned by member-consumers 
in northern Iowa. Of the projects, 47 are wind, 30 are photo-
voltaic solar and seven are combined wind and solar. Output 
totals 2,451 kilowatts, of which 702 kilowatts are from solar 
and the rest from wind. The capacity of the units range from 
140 kilowatts down to 0.4 kilowatts. 

In 2014, 17 percent of the power Corn Belt Power 
provided to its member systems came from renewable energy 
sources, including hydro, wind and solar. With Basin Elec-
tric’s addition of almost 700 megawatts of purchased wind 
generation in 2015 and 2016, that percentage will increase.

Wind turbines at the Day 
County Wind Energy Center, a 
99-megawatt facility located 
about 20 miles east of Groton, 
S.D.  Basin Electric Power Cooperative purchases the output of 
the wind energy center, which is capable of providing enough 
power for nearly 25,000 homes.



Call Iowa One Call at least 48 hours before 
digging. It’s a fast, free call that will help keep 

you, your family, and your farm safe.
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What’s so special about an Energy Trail Tour?
The three-day guided tours take place in July and August.

According to last year’s tour winner, Linda Corporon, two big 
surprises of the trip were stopping at Lawrence Welk’s birth-
place in Strasburg, N.D., and the Terry Redlin museum in 
Watertown, S.D. “Our surprise stops were way too short, but 
we had a great time and it made you want to go back,” said 
Corporon. “All of the accommodations were nice and the trip 
was very well planned. It was fun and totally interesting.”

Heating & Cooling 
Rebates for 2015
From appliances to heating 
and cooling to insulation and 
weatherization – small changes can 
mean big energy savings. That’s 
why Franklin REC offers members 
a variety of incentives for new 
equipment purchases and energy-
efficiency upgrades. 

If you are upgrading your 
home’s heating and cooling 
systems, don’t forget we 
offer rebates for:

Geothermal Heat Pumps
• $300 rebate per ton
• $300 per ton plus $50 per unit with desuperheater
• $150 per ton when replacing existing geothermal

Air Source Heat Pumps
• $200 rebate per ton (14.5+ SEER)
• $50 rebate per ton (under 14.5 SEER)

Mini Split or Hotel Type Ductless Air Source Heat 
Pump

• $200 rebate per ton (14.5+ SEER)

Central Air Conditioning
• $50 per unit (14.5 to 14.9 SEER)
• $100 per unit (15 to 15.9 SEER)
• $150 per unit (16 SEER and higher)

Contact Franklin REC at 641-456-2557 for details.


