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Help us keep energy costs down
Watts Smart load management program can benefit everyone.

Electric cooperatives have long been leaders 
in providing safe and reliable energy to their 
members. Knowing that an electric system works 
best when energy use remains steady, we have had 
success reducing or shifting peaking energy use 
times for the commercial and industrial members 
we serve.

We are now offering the Watts Smart load 
management program for our residential members 
with electric water heaters. Members who 
participate will help us to further balance 
electric supply with electrical demand 
and, as a result, control how much energy 
we purchase. Working together we can save 
on overall power costs.

Signing up is easy!
At no cost to you, a load management switch 

can be installed on the electric water heater in your 
home. As electric demand reaches peak levels, Corn 
Belt Power Cooperative, our power provider, will cycle 
your water heater off and on to control electric demand 
and operate the entire system more efficiently.

The program is voluntary and you may opt out at 
any time should you be not satisfied. 

If you have an electric water heater and are 
interested in helping Franklin REC keep costs 
down, please contact Chad Foster, member services 
representative, at 641-456-2557 or 800-750-3557 or 
by e-mail at cfoster@franklinrec.coop. 

Now is the time to buy an energy-saving 
Marathon electric water heater. 
Franklin REC has an ample supply of 
Marathon high-efficient electric water 
heaters manufactured by Rheem.

• $448.71 for a 50-gallon tall model 
 (without load management cost is  $768.58)
• $467.77 for a 85-gallon model
 (without load management cost is  $954.55) 
• $561.93 for a 105-gallon model
 (without load management cost is  $1,058.12)

Light up the 
FLAVOR with 
clean electric 
grilling!
Meco electric grills are 
perfect for outdoor 
grilling.

Never worry about messy 
charcoal or empty propane tanks 
again! Franklin REC offers a 
variety of electric grills to fit your 
family’s outdoor barbecue needs. 

Electric grills are easy to 
maintain and help food retain 
its original 
flavor. They 
heat right 
up so you 
don’t have 
to wait for 
the right 
temperature 
to cook. Plus, they make great 
gifts.

Enjoy grilling with an easy-
to-use Meco electric grill 
from Franklin REC.

• UL-listed heating elements
• Safe for outdoor cooking
• Thermostatic controls 
• Units plug into standard 

household outlets

Sold locally at Franklin 
REC. Stop by our office 
and pick one up today!

Load 
management 
switch



Is solar right for you?
If you are thinking about installing a solar photovoltaic system at your 

home or business, it’s important to find out as much as you can before 
making a decision. Knowing ahead of time what you are purchasing will 
help ensure your purchase aligns with your energy needs. 

We recommend that you purchase a solar system from a credible, 
reputable source with skilled professionals who are knowledgeable about 
distributed generation. These professionals can help you understand the 
economics of a distributed generation system and what type and size 
of renewable energy technology would be best for your property. These 
professionals should also provide information about financing, incentives, 
insurance and other requirements. 

The Iowa Utilities Board – a regulatory entity for utilities in Iowa – 
recently developed a Consumer Informational Guide for On-Site Genera-
tion, which outlines additional questions that will aid in your decision-
making process. This information is online at https://iub.iowa.gov/on-site-
generation.

With the help of the Iowa Association for Electric Cooperatives we 
have developed a series of checklists, considerations and questions for our 
members to ask potential solar vendors. These articles are posted on the 
IAEC public site at: http://www.iowarec.org/energy/.

Make an informed decision 
Contact your electric cooperative before 
you purchase or install any type of solar or 
distributed generation system. Some of the 
questions you should ask us are: 

• Does the cooperative have a written 
policy for interconnecting solar panels to 
the grid? 

• How much will it cost to connect my 
solar panels to the grid?

• If my solar panels generate electricity 
that I do not use, what is the policy for 
paying me for these excess kilowatt-
hours?

• What rate code will I be on after I install 
solar panels? 

• Will I be able to use my solar panels as 
backup generation during an ice storm 
or other outage situation?

• Do I need to have my solar panels 
inspected by a qualified local inspector 
or the State of Iowa?

• What other services can the cooperative 
provide to help me lower my energy use?

This solar system generates electricity while 
shading the family’s outdoor activities. Source: 
AstroPower

Non-Discrimination Statement:  
This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer. If 
you wish to file a Civil Rights program complaint of discrimination, 
complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, found 
online at http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html, or at 
any USDA office, or call (866) 632-9992 to request the form. You 
may also write a letter containing all of the information requested in 
the form. Send your completed complaint form or letter to us by mail 
at U.S. Department of Agriculture, Director, Office of Adjudication, 
1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, 
by fax (202) 690-7442 or email at program.intake@usda.gov.”

Don’t start that 
project until 

you’ve located all 
underground utilities. 

Call Iowa One Call 
at 811 at least 48 

hours before work is 
scheduled to begin. 



Keeping you safe during and 
after summer storms

No one knows electrical safety better than the experts who 
practice it every single day. We encourage you to practice safety 
with these reminders – for during and after a summer storm:
• Avoid wires and water. When lightning strikes a home 

during a storm, the electrical charge can surge through 
pipes and utility wires. That means you can get zapped 
if you’re touching water or any device that’s plugged in, 
whether it’s a landline phone or toaster. 

• Skip the makeshift shelter. During a storm, it’s 
tempting to take cover under a picnic gazebo or golf 
cart, but in open-sided structures with no conductors 
to channel strikes, a bolt’s path of least resistance to the 
ground could be you. On top of that, these structures 
raise your risk of a lightning strike because of their 
height. Keep moving toward suitable shelter.

• Portable generators. Do not connect generators 
directly to household wiring. Power from generators 
can back-feed along power lines and electrocute anyone 
coming in contact with them, including co-op line 
workers making repairs. It’s best to hire a qualified, 
licensed electrician to install your generator and ensure 
that it meets local electrical codes.

• Flooded areas. Stay away from downed power lines 
and avoid walking through flooded areas. Power lines 
could be submerged and still live with electricity. Re-
port any downed lines you see by calling your electric 
utility or 911 immediately.

• Electrical equipment. Never use electrical equipment 
that is wet – especially outdoor electrical equipment. 
Water can damage electrical equipment and parts, 
posing a shock or fire hazard.

Energy efficiency is 
within our power

As members of an 
electric cooperative we’ve 
all got a job to do. When 
we work together, using 
energy wisely and sav-
ing money go hand in 
hand. With your electric 
cooperative’s helpful 
energy efficient tools and 
resources, doing both is 
easier than you think.  

Start by visiting 
www.TogetherWeSave.
com and take a room-
by-room walkthrough 
with the Touchstone 
Energy Virtual Home 
Tour. You’ll learn how 
simple responsible 
energy use practices can add up to big savings. You can 
also download the ‘Save Energy, Save Money’ App on 
your phone to receive a “tip of the day” reminder of ways 
to save energy and money around your home. Additional 
resources can help you discover how much energy your 
appliances use and best practices in energy efficiency to 
help you save energy and money around the home.

When it comes to using energy wisely, no job is too 
small. When every member works together, it’s a job that 
comes with countless benefits.    

Plug in to the power of your Touchstone Energy 
Cooperative membership at www.TogetherWeSave.com.
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Franklin REC recognizes linemen 
working at co-op

Linemen work every day in potentially hazardous 
conditions, many times in extreme weather like major storms 
and flooding, just to make sure we have the power we need. We 
are proud of their dedication and hard work. 

America’s electric cooperatives have designated the second 
Monday of each April as National Lineman Appreciation Day. 
At Franklin REC we celebrated by recognizing the hardworking 
men pictured at the left.

“Please extend my most sincere gratitude to the Franklin 
REC linemen for their outstanding service to our community. 

All of your hard work and dedication to our residents has 
certainly not gone unnoticed and is very much appreciated.

Thank you for all you do for our local area.
It is an honor to serve this district in the Statehouse. If 

there is ever any way I can be of assistance, please do not 
hesitate to ask.”

Sincerely,
Rep. Linda Upmeyer, Iowa House Majority Leader

Franklin REC’s linemen are (front) Kreg Menning, crew 
chief; (second row) John Quasdorf, crew chief; Al Fink, first 
class lineman; (third row) Dave Christianson, first class 
lineman; Tom Demro, apprentice lineman; and (back) 
Matt Casper, crew chief.

Do you subscribe to Exede 
Internet with Franklin REC?

Then we have a deal for you! Clip 
this coupon and give to a friend. If 
they subscribe you will get one (1) 
free month of Exede service while 
this promotion lasts. Questions?  
Please call us at 641-456-2557.

Current Exede Customer
_______________________________
New Exede Customer Name 
& Address
_______________________________
_______________________________

When completed, please mail or 
hand deliver this to our office.

Supporting local activities that involve youth is just one way Franklin REC is 
showing its commitment to community. 

When improvements were needed at Progress Park in Hampton, our line crews 
responded. They set new poles to provide advertising space for local sponsors of 
youth softball and baseball teams. The new signs are adjacent to the score board 
at the park. 

Our Touchstone Energy Values
Integrity  l  Accountability
Innovation  l  Commitment to Community

Commitment to community

UP
TO12Mbps

Download Speed

prices starting at
per month$54.99


