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Energy efficiency is worth the effort
If you’ve ever wondered what it might take to lower your electric bill, then what 

Franklin REC member Casey Izer has done should interest you. Three years ago, 
her average electric bill was more than $500. In December 2014 it was only $185. 
With six children living in Izer’s home, you can’t deny this is a big accomplishment.

Izer’s story begins in December 2011, five days before Christmas. A small house 
fire caused severe smoke damage to the inside of her 1980’s ranch-style home on 9.5 
acres near Alden. The smoke damage extended throughout the entire first floor and 
attic. All the appliances and windows needed to be replaced.

Cleaning up after the fire was a big chore. New, more energy-efficient windows 
with double panes were installed throughout the house. Interior walls were repaired 
and R-19 insulation added. After the attic insulation was replaced, the house began 
to feel more like a home. 

“We moved in with my mom and lived with her for two months while the 
house was being fixed,” said Izer. “As soon as the new windows and insulation were 
added, we noticed right away that the whole house was a lot quieter.”

By May 2012, the family had a new high-efficient gas furnace, an 85-gallon 
Marathon electric water heater, central air conditioning, and all new energy-
efficient kitchen and laundry appliances. When Izer could, she received rebates from 
Franklin REC, which included the water heater and central air conditioning.

Izer noticed immediately that her electric bill was going down. To try to save 
even more, she began using energy-efficient lighting (CFLs) and turning off lights 
in unused rooms. “I had a bad habit of leaving every light on in the house,” she 
said. “Now I make sure before I leave the house that every light is off.”

Today, Izer says she’s committed to keeping her electric bill down by doing 
whatever she can to save energy. Some day she hopes to make the same types of 
improvements to the home’s 2,000 sq. ft. basement.

Casey Izer has learned that energy costs less when your have an energy-efficient home. 

Rebates available 
to help insulate and 
weatherize your 
home

Did you know that heating 
and cooling account for 50 to 70 
percent of the energy used in the 
average American home?

Adding to your home’s 
insulation is one of the easiest 
and most effective ways to save 
money on energy bills, while also 
improving comfort levels in both 
winter and summer. 

Rebates for insulation and 
weatherization from Franklin REC 
can help. 

Insulation – materials only 
•	 40% of cost/$600 maximum 

per year if home has metered 
electric heat.

•	 20% of cost/$300 maximum 
per year if home is non-
electric heat with central air 
conditioning.

Weatherization and duct 
insulation - materials only 
•	 40% of cost/$200 maximum 

per year if home has metered 
electric heat.

•	 20% of cost/$100 maximum 
per year if home is non-
electric heat with central air 
conditioning.

See the chart on the back 
page for recommended 

insulation levels and contact 
us for more information.



YOUR RURAL ELECTRIC CO-OP has always 
extended a helping hand to those needing it. In response 
to actions by the Iowa General Assembly, your REC 
has established RECare, a program of members helping 
members. 

RECare will provide funds to be distributed by 
local community action agencies to help pay winter 
heating bills and to assist in weatherization of homes 
of low-income consumers. You may make a one-time 
contribution or a monthly pledge that will 
be automatically added onto your monthly 
electric bill. Even a dollar a month pledge 
will help others.

RECare Authorization Form
•	 I will contribute $_______ per month. I understand this amount 

will be automatically added to my monthly electric bill.

•	 I will make a one-time contribution of $_________ to RECare. 
My check is enclosed.

Name _______________________________________________

Address _____________________________________________

City_________________________State____Zip_____________

Account Number_______________________________

Return to your local Touchstone Energy® Cooperative

RECare MEMBERS HELPING MEMBERS

Grain Bin REQUIREMENTS
When you start to plan for a new grain bin, please 

contact your electric cooperative. We will provide assistance 
in planning for a safe environment for everyone working and 
living around grain bins. The State of Iowa requires specific 
clearances for electric lines around grain bins, with different 
standards for those filled by portable and permanent augers, 
conveyors and elevators.

The drawings at the right show the specific clearances 
required for both scenarios. If you have any questions 
concerning the 
drawings, please 
contact your 
cooperative 
listed here.

According 
to the Iowa 
Electric Safety Code found in Iowa Administrative Code 
Chapter 199 -- 25.2(3) b. An electric utility may refuse to 
provide electric service to any grain bin built near an existing 
electric line which does not provide the clearances required by 
the American National Standards Institute (ANSI)C2-2012 
“National Electrical Safety Code,” Rule 234F. This paragraph 
“b” shall apply only to grain bins loaded by portable augers, 
conveyors or elevators and built after September 9, 1992, or to 
grain bins loaded by permanently installed augers, conveyors, or 
elevator systems installed after December 24, 1997. (As adopted 
by the Iowa Utilities Board) 

Disclaimer: These drawings are provided as part of Iowa 
electric cooperatives’ annual public information campaign and are 
based on the 2012 Edition of the NESC as corrected. To view the 
actual drawings refer to 2012 Edition National Electrical Safety 
Code and the Errata to 2012 Edition National Electrical Safety 
Code Correction Sheet issued April 29, 2013. Every care has 
been taken for the correctness of the contents of these drawings.
However, the Iowa Association of Electric Cooperatives and its 
member cooperatives accept no liability whatsoever for omissions 
or errors, technical inaccuracies, typographical mistakes or for 
damages of any kind arising from the use of the contents of these 
drawings, whether textual or graphical.

butler county rec………………319-267-2726
corn belt power…………………515-332-2571
Franklin rec……………………...641-456-2557
Grundy county rec…………….319-824-5251
prairie energy cooperative…...515-532-2805



Non-Discrimination Statement:  
This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer. If you wish to file a Civil Rights program complaint of discrimination, complete the 
USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, found online at http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html, or at any USDA office, or call 
(866) 632-9992 to request the form. You may also write a letter containing all of the information requested in the form. Send your completed complaint 
form or letter to us by mail at U.S. Department of Agriculture, Director, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 
20250-9410, by fax (202) 690-7442 or email at program.intake@usda.gov.

Contractor conference promotes 
energy efficiency

Along with other Iowa Touchstone Energy Cooperatives, your 
local electric cooperative sponsored the annual Momentum Is 
Building conference Feb. 12-13 at the Sheraton Hotel, West Des 
Moines. The Iowa Energy Center also supported the conference. 

Nationally recognized speakers shared their knowledge on 
topics including energy code building/remodeling requirements, 
new lighting options, updates on geothermal installation, and 
plumbing and mechanical code updates. The conference provided 
up-to-date building science information and practical hands-on 
information.

Momentum Is Building included a trade show where attend-
ees visited with companies and learned about different products. 
New technology displays for building trades professionals were 
viewed by homebuilders, electricians, and heating-plumbing 
contractors. Rural electric cooperative employees from across the 
state also attended.

Don Kammrad, member service, Prairie Energy Cooperative, sees 
how GeoComfort’s GeoAnalyst software can help contractors 
design and size heat pumps.

Have a successful planting season rooted in safety

Farmers returning to the fields for spring planting 
are urged to be alert to the dangers of working 
near overhead power lines. Operating large equip-

ment near these lines is one of the often overlooked, yet 
potentially deadly, hazards of working on a farm. 

Start by making sure everyone knows to maintain a 
10-foot clearance minimum from power lines. Be aware of 
increased height when loading and transporting tractors on 
trailer beds. Many tractors now have tall antennas extending 
from the cab that could make contact with power lines. Avoid 
raising the arms of planters or cultivators near power lines, 
and never attempt to raise, or move a power line to clear a 
path. 

Simply working too close to a power line is dangerous 
as electricity can arc or “jump” to conducting objects, such 
as a ladder, pole or truck. Remember, non-metallic materials 
such as lumber, tires, ropes, and hay will conduct electricity 
depending on dampness, dust and dirt contamination.  

“If your equipment does come into contact with power 
lines, stay in the cab and call your electric utility for help,” 
explains Molly Hall, executive director of the Energy Educa-
tion Council’s Safe Electricity program. “If the power line is 
energized and you step outside, your body becomes the path 
to the ground. Even if a line has landed on the ground, there 
is still potential for the area to be energized. Warn others who 
may be nearby to stay away and wait until help arrives.”

If exiting the cab is absolutely necessary because of fire, 
the proper action is to jump—not step—with both feet to-

gether, hitting the ground at the same time. Do not allow any 
part of your body to touch the equipment and the ground at 
the same time. Hop to safety, keeping both feet together as 
you leave the area.

For more tips and information on how to stay safe this 
planting season, visit www.SafeElectricity.org.

This spring, we remind our farming friends to practice electrical 
safety when planting.
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Recommended Insulation Levels    New, Wood-Framed Homes

Source: U.S. Department of Energy CE-0180 2008 Insulation Fact Sheet
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Heating System

All
Gas, oil, heat pump
Electric furnace

2
R30 to R49 R22 to R15 R13 to R15

6   7   8 R25 to R30All R49 to R60 R30 to R60 R13 to R21

3

Gas, oil, heat pump
Electric furnace5

R13R30 to R60 R22 to R38 R13 to R15 R19 to 25
R25R30 to R60 R22 to R38 R13 to R15All

4 R25 to R30R38 to R60 R30 to R38 R13 to R15All

R25 to R30R38 to R60 R30 to R38 R13 to R15
R30 to R60 R13 to R21

Don’t burn near 
power lines

Burning off weeds and grass in 
your ditches may help to clean things 
up, but it can cause problems if the fire 
burns around power poles, meters, guy 
assemblies, and other utility-owned 
property. Franklin REC members 
who damage utility property may be 
charged for the time and materials to 
replace the property.

If a fire damages utility poles or 
lines, treat the damage as an electrical 
hazard and contact us immediately.

Helping to keep our communities 
safe for everyone is just one way 
Franklin REC is showing it’s 
commitment to community. 

When the security lights in 
the parking lot at Trinity Lutheran 
Church in Hampton needed to 
be replaced, the church contacted 
Franklin REC for assistance. Chad 
Foster, member services representative, 
responded by replacing the lights. 

our touchstone energy 
values

integrity  l  Accountability
innovation  l  commitment to 
community

Chad Foster, member services representative, replaced two security lights for Trinity 
Lutheran Church in Hampton.

Showing our commitment to community


