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Members win 
valuable prizes!
During the winter months, members 
took advantage of their cooperative 
membership by participating in two 
contests we offered. We thank everyone 
who participated and are pleased to 
announce the following winners.

Value of membership contest
In December 2013, we asked 

members to tell us in a few words why 
being an electric cooperative member 
is important to them. Members could 
submit an entry on our Website at  
www.franklinrec.coop or by mail. 

Congratulations to Norman 
and Delores Benning for submitting 
the winning entry and winning an 
iPad mini. 
The Bennings, 
who have an 
electric furnace 
in their home, 
said, “Thanks, 
Franklin REC. 
We can depend 
on always having 
the power to be 
on.”

Two runner-ups received picnic 
blankets:  Arne Anderson of Dows, and 
Richard Gessford of Sheffield.

$100 of free electricity contest
Congratulations to Steve and 

Holly Heeren of Alexander for winning 
a $100 bill credit for completing an 
online member survey. Their entry 
was drawn from all surveys submitted 
online during the last quarter of 2013. 

Visit us often online at www.
franklinrec.coop to keep up-to-date on 

all our promotions and services. 
It’s an easy way to take advantage of 

your cooperative membership.

Delores Benning with 
the iPad min she and 
her husband won. 

, scholarship winners announced
Each year dependents of Franklin REC are invited to apply for scholarships 

funded by Basin Electric Power Cooperative, 
headquartered in Bismarck, ND, and Franklin 
REC. The scholarships are for tuition at a two- or 
four-year college (including vocational and tech-
nical schools). High school seniors and students 
currently enrolled in qualifying college programs 
may apply. 

Both scholarships awarded are based on 
academic excellence, work experience, and school 
and community activities.

Ethan Meints wins Basin Electric 
Scholarship 

Congratulations to Ethan Meints for winning 
a $1,000 scholarship from Basin Electric Power 
Cooperative. Ethan is a senior at West Fork High 
School. He is the son of Franklin REC members 
Pam and Daren Meints of Sheffield. His plans are 
to attend Iowa State University in the fall.

Karter Miller wins Franklin REC 
Scholarship

Congratulations to Karter Miller for win-
ning Franklin REC’s $250 scholarship. Karter is 
a senior at CAL Community High School. Her 
parents are Franklin REC member Marsha Miller 
and the late Therron Miller.  She plans to attend 
Iowa State University in the fall. 

Is a new appliance on your spring-cleaning list?
When replacing an old, inefficient appliance, don’t forget 
Franklin REC offers rebates for these ENERGY STAR® 
appliances:

•  Clothes Washer - $50 rebate
•  Dishwasher - $25 rebate
•  Freezer - $25 rebate
•  Refrigerator - $25 rebate

ENERGY STAR appliances incorporate ad-
vanced technologies that use 10–50 percent less energy and wa-
ter than standard models. The money you save on your utility bills 
can more than make up for the cost of a slightly more expensive, 
but more energy-efficient ENERGY STAR model. Contact Franklin 
REC for details and rebate forms.

Ethan Meints

Karter Miller



Contractor conference 
promotes energy efficiency

Iowa’s Touchstone Energy Cooperatives 
sponsored the annual “Momentum Is Building” 
conference Feb. 13-14 at the Sheraton West Des 
Moines hotel.

Momentum Is Building offers up-to-date 
building science information, practical hands-on information, and new 
technology displays for building trades professionals – including homebuilders, 
electricians, and heating-plumbing contractors. Rural electric cooperative 
personnel from across the state also attended.

Nationally recognized speakers shared their knowledge on topics including 
energy-efficiency building techniques, motors and air conditioning calculations, 
moisture and rain management, high-performance thermal enclosures, best 
practices for building and remodeling homes, and troubleshooting for geothermal systems. A trade show offered attendees 
opportunities to visit with companies and find out about new products. 

Chad Foster, left, from Franklin REC, discusses a heat pump 
system with a vendor at the conference’s trade show.

Mike Boomgarden (left) and Anne Scroggin, (third from left) from Butler County 
REC; and Mike Geerdes (far right) from Grundy County REC, discuss the options 
of a heating system with a vendor.

Don Kammrad, right, from Prairie Energy 
Cooperative views the electrical components in a 
heat pump.

Nondiscrimination Statement:  
In accordance with Federal law and U.S. Department of Agriculture policy, this institution is prohibited from discriminating on the basis of race, color, national 
origin, age, disability, religion, sex, and familial status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C.  20250-9410 or call (800) 
795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).

Household batteries need attention
What’s more frustrating than discovering you don’t have any bat-

teries for your flashlight when the power goes out? It’s learning that 
the batteries you do have aren’t working.

You can extend the life of your household batteries, use them 
more safely, and dispose of them properly by following some advice 
from battery manufacturers:
•	 Batteries should be clean before you put them into a flashlight, 

radio, or other device. 
•	 If you’re not going to use your battery-operated device for a few 

months, remove the batteries. They will last longer if you do.
•	 Remove batteries from your flashlight or other device as soon as 

they stop working.
•	 If your battery-powered appliance also has an electrical cord, 

remove the batteries before you plug it in.
•	 Store batteries in a dry place at normal room temperature. Don’t store them in the refrigerator or freezer; that doesn’t 

make them last longer. Similarly, avoid leaving your batteries or battery-powered gadgets out in the heat. 
•	 Don’t carry batteries around in your purse or pocket, where they can come into contact with metal objects like coins 

and paper clips. That can short-circuit the battery and make it leak.
•	 You can throw alkaline batteries in the trash. Avoid tossing lots of them out in the same bag, though; used batteries 

that aren’t completely “dead” can react badly when they contact other live batteries. 

Be prepared for emergencies and pay attention to the 
condition of your batteries.



When you start to plan for a new grain bin, please contact 
your electric cooperative or Corn Belt Power Cooperative in 
Humboldt. They will provide the assistance you need for a safe 

environment for everyone working and living around grain bins.  
According to the Iowa Electric Safety Code found in Iowa 

Administrative Code Chapter 199 -- 25.2(3) b, An electric utility may 
refuse to provide electric service to any grain bin built near an existing electric 
line which does not provide the clearances required by the American National 
Standards Institute (ANSI)C2-2007 “National Electrical Safety Code,” Rule 
234F. This paragraph “b” shall apply only to grain bins loaded by portable 
augers, conveyors or elevators and built after September 9, 1992, or to grain 
bins loaded by permanently installed augers, conveyors, or elevator systems 
installed after December 
24, 1997. (As adopted by 
the Iowa Utilities Board) 

In addition, your 
electric cooperative 
and Corn Belt Power 
Cooperative are required 
by the Iowa Utilities Board to provide an annual notice to farm lenders, 
grain bin merchants, and city and county zoning officials. This notice will 
be sent in April 2014.

The drawings at the right above show the specific clearances required. If you have any questions concerning the 
drawings, please contact your electric cooperative.

butler county rec………………319-267-2726
corn belt power…………………515-332-2571
Franklin rec……………………...641-456-2557
Grundy county rec…………….319-824-5251
prairie energy cooperative…...515-532-2805

Plan for proper GRAIN BIN 
clearances

Your Touchstone Energy Cooperative has always extend-
ed a helping hand to those needing it. In response to 

actions by the Iowa General Assembly, your REC has estab-
lished RECare, a program of members helping members. 

RECare will provide funds to be distributed by local com-
munity action agencies to help pay winter heating bills and to 
assist in weatherization of homes of low-income consumers.
You may make a monthly pledge that will be automatically 
added onto your monthly electric bill or a one-time 
contribution. Even a dollar a month pledge will help others.

recare consumer Authorization Form
• I will contribute $________ per month. I understand this 

amount will be automatically added to my monthly electric 
bill.

• I will make a one-time contribution of $________ to RECare. 
My check is enclosed.

Name ______________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________

City _______________________State______ Zip __________

Account Number________________________

Return to your local 
Touchstone Energy® 

Cooperative

helping 
members 
in need
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‘Pull the Plug’ on old, inefficient appliances
Do you need to get rid of an old, inefficient refrigerator, freezer, or window air 

conditioner that is wasting energy in your home? Franklin REC’s Pull the Plug program can 
help you get these energy hogs out of you house and off co-op lines.

Pull the Plug program offers free pickup and a $25 cash incentive for members 
recycling these old - but operating - appliances.

During the appliance pick-up, our recycling service checks to make sure the appliance 
is operable, loads it up, and hauls it away. You will receive a $25 rebate check in the mail 
within a few days.

Call Franklin REC or submit a recycling request online at 
www.franklinrec.coop.  Look for the Pull the Plug logo on our home page.

New employees 
welcomed at Franklin 
rec

Byron Martinez 
began working March 
3 as the new inventory 
warehouse/maintenance 
specialist. Martinez 
grew up in Chicago 
and served six years 
in the Army, working 
as a logistical supply 
technician. He was 
deployed twice overseas, 
serving a total of two years in Iraq. After leaving the 
Army in 2012, Martinez moved to Hampton to be 
closer to his family. He and his wife Sara have three 
young children.

Tom Demro began 
his employment March 
10 as an apprentice 
lineman. Demro grew 
up in New Hartford. 
He earned his power 
line degree in May 2012 
from the Northwest 
Iowa Community 
College in Sheldon. He 
also holds a welding 
certificate from Hawkeye Community College in 
Waterloo. Demro is engaged to be married in June 
2014 to Tanya Schutte. 

Bryon Martinez

Tom Demro

Think what you could do with
an online experience that fast.STARTING AT

$5499

*Contact us for service availability in your area. Service not available in all areas. 
Minimum commitment term, early termination fee and/or unreturned equipment fee may 

apply. One-time set up fee and month equipment lease fee or service fee may apply. 
Speeds are “up to” and are not guaranteed. Actual speeds may vary. Requires a clear view 

of the southern sky. Exede is a service mark of ViaSat, Inc.

FRANKLIN REC
800-750-3557

Meet our new broadband plans.
PLAN 1:

FASTEST
PLAN 2:

FASTEST
PLAN 3:

FASTEST
Introducing ExedeSM by ViaSat.

3 Plans.
All with super fast12 Mbps* speed.

PER
MONTH


