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Reminder: Notify us before installing any 
renewable energy system

Before investing in any renewable energy system, Iowans are 
required by law to notify their electric providers at least 30 days 
ahead of installation. The law, effective in January 2013, applies 
to any renewable energy system used to generate electricity. This 
includes solar, wind, waste management, refuse-derived fuel, 
agricultural crops, and wood burning facilities.

This law offers important safety protection. During power 
outages, if line crews are working on power lines connected to 
renewable energy sources and are unaware of the additional 
connection, they may think the power lines are dead. Line workers 
could easily be injured by power feeding back onto the line from 
the renewable energy source.

With the growing number of vendors selling wind and solar, or photovoltaic (PV), systems for homes, it is important to 
know about this step in the process. Butler County REC’s interconnection agreement forms for members installing renewable 
energy can be found online at www.butlerrec.coop. 

Iowans have 30 days to notify their utilities when alternative 
energy sources, such as solar panels or wind generators, are 
installed on their property.

Ruling on 
solar

If you are interested 
in renewable energy, it’s 
likely you are aware that 
the Iowa Supreme Court 
ruled that Eagle Point 
Solar, an energy company 
selling solar-generated 

electricity directly to the City of Dubuque, was not acting as 
a public utility. The Supreme Court’s split 4-2 decision, with 
one Justice abstaining, was a decision with potential long-
term effects for Iowans. 

The decision allows for a third party operating under 
a power purchase agreement to sell energy directly to 
consumers residing in service areas of investor owned utilities, 
municipalities, and electric cooperatives across Iowa. In 
this particular case, Eagle Point Solar can now sell energy 
to the City of Dubuque, which is in the service territory of 
Interstate Power and Light.

Iowa is a leader in renewable energy production, and we 
have a strong track record of supporting renewable energy. At 
Butler County REC, we have 17 member-owned wind tur-
bines and eight solar units operating in our service territory. 

The Iowa Supreme Court has weakened Iowa’s long-
standing and effective policy of the assigned service territory 
law, which prevents Iowans from paying for the duplication 
of facilities. Throughout Iowa, electric cooperatives maintain 
thousands of miles of distribution and transmission lines, 
while serving fewer than three member-owners per mile of 
line. 

Like other electricity providers in the state, we must 
predict as accurately as possible what the electric needs of 
our member-owners are going to be in order to ensure an 
adequate and a reliable supply of power. Efficient planning 
also helps to keep costs under control.

We are closely assessing the potential impacts of this 
ruling and will continue to work toward ensuring electricity 
costs are fair to all our members. 

I’d like you to think about how you might act if a solar 
company approached you to purchase its power. Knowing 
that the solar company could not provide you with 24/7 
electricity, would you feel any obligation to Butler County 
REC, the electric cooperative where you are a member-owner? 

As an alternative, if Butler County REC could sell locally 
generated solar energy, would you be interested in purchas-
ing this energy? If you would like to share your thoughts, 
please give me a call at 319-267-2726 or send me an email at    
ccodner@butlerrec.coop. Your input is important as we inves-
tigate how your cooperative can support renewable energy. 

Craig Codner, CEOA
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Know the dangers of large equipment DURING HARVEST
The rush to harvest can reap grim results if steps to 

ensure safety are bypassed. Each year across the U.S., 
hundreds of farm workers are injured and many are killed 
when their farming equipment makes contact with power 
lines. Before working in a field or around shops or grain bins, 
always take the time to note the location of power lines, so 
that you can make sure to remain a safe distance from them.

Typically, power lines over streets and rural areas have a 
minimal clearance of 18 feet and 12.5 feet over residential 
private property.  

To stay safe around overhead power lines, 
we urge farm operators and workers to:
•	 Always use a spotter when operating large machinery 

near lines. 
•	 Use care when raising augers or the bed of grain trucks 

around power lines.  
•	 Keep equipment at least 10 feet from lines—at all times 

and in all directions.
•	 Inspect the height of the farm equipment to determine 

clearance.
•	 Move equipment extensions to the lowest settings when 

moving loads.
•	 Never attempt to move a power line out of the way or 

raise it for clearance.
•	 If a power line is sagging or low, call the local utility 

immediately.  
If contact is made with a power line, remember, it is 

almost always safest to stay on the equipment. Make sure to 
warn others to stay away, and call the local utility provider 
immediately. The only reason to exit is if the equipment is 
on fire. If this is the case, jump off the equipment with your 

feet together and without touching the ground and vehicle at 
the same time. Then, still keeping your feet together, “bunny 
hop” away.

If you see someone’s equipment in contact with a power 
line, the best help you can give is at a safe distance. Yell 
out to, signal, or call the equipment operator to make sure 
he or she remains in the vehicle. Notify the local utility 
immediately.

For more farm and electrical safety information, contact 
us or visit www.safeelectricity.org.   

Equipment contacting overhead power lines is the leading cause 
of farm electrocution accidents in the Midwest. If you question the 
height of power lines nearing your working areas, don’t attempt 
to measure the line heights yourself. Contact your electric utility 
to help determine line height in each area of the farm.

In today’s world, you won’t find many items that cost less than $5. You can purchase a 
gallon of milk, a gallon of gas or a Big Mac® meal from McDonald’s. But did you know that 

an average day’s worth of electricity costs less than $5? 

Even in our country’s shifting energy climate, electricity remains a good value. We don’t 
often question the cost of a Big Mac® meal – it costs over $1 more to buy a Big Mac® meal 
than it does to purchase a day’s worth of power. And yet, we frequently become upset if our 
electricity rates rise.  

Electricity has gone from a luxury commodity to a necessity and an expectation. We expect 
the lights to come on when we flip the switch, and we expect our power to stay on during 
the best and worst conditions. How else would we keep our food fresh, our homes cool in 
the summer or warm in the winter? It is easy to cut a Big Mac® out of your spending routine 
here and there to save a few dollars. But we cannot cut electricity out of our budgets when 
times get tough or we want to scale back our spending.    

Perhaps that is why it is so upsetting to us when our rates increase, even if only in small 
increments. Electricity is still a great bargain, especially when compared to other consumer 
goods such as medical care, education, gasoline and, even Big Macs®. So the next time you 
spend $5, think about your electric bill and what a great deal you’re getting for your money.

average cost of 
a Big Mac® meal

average daily 
cost of electricity

Electricity is expressed on a daily basis using EIA 
2012 Average U.S. Monthly Residential Bill of $107

ElectricityTHE VALUE OF

Big Mac® is a registered trademark of McDonald,s Corporation. 
McDonald’s Corporation does not endorse or sponsor this material.
Source: Statista.com, 2014



The impact of 
regulations ON YOU

We’ve written before about how 
the Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) has proposed to limit carbon 
dioxide at new power plants. This is 
concerning because these regulations, 
along with the ones EPA has in store 
for existing plants, have the potential to 
drive up your electric bills. 

Now is the time for electric 
cooperative members to join their 
voices together to send a clear message:  
please remember consumers as you are 
writing these regulations.

You can help by visiting           
www.action.coop today and sending a 
comment to the EPA. You can also help 
by sharing this link to your friends and 
family. 

While these regulations are 
technical, the potential increase in 
electric rates is something we take 
personally because we know it’s difficult 
to make ends meet month-to-month. 
We know the tough choices you face 
– we all face – in trying to live on a 
budget. That’s what sets cooperatives 
apart from other utilities and that’s why 
we must stick together.

COMPLAINT PROCEDURE
Effective May 22, 1991, the Iowa Utilities Board passed a ruling requiring all non-rate regulated utilities to 

post the following notice to its memberships: If a member-consumer has a question or concern regarding his/her 
electric service, please write or call your local electric cooperative at the following address or phone number:

 Butler County REC Franklin REC Grundy County REC Prairie Energy Cooperative
 521 N. Main Street, PO Box 98 1560 Highway 65, PO Box 437 102 E. G Avenue 2099 Highway 3 West, PO Box 353
 Allison, IA  50602-0098 Hampton, IA  50441-0437  Grundy Center, IA  50638-2095 Clarion, IA  50525-0353
 (319) 267-2726 (641) 456-2557 (319) 824-5251 (515) 532-2805
 www.butlerrec.coop www.franklinrec.coop www.grundycountyrecia.com www.prairieenergy.coop 

If your complaint is related to your cooperative’s service rather than its rates, and your cooperative does not resolve your 
complaint, you may request assistance from the Iowa Utilities Board by calling 515-725-7321 or toll-free 1-877-565-4450; by writing 
to 1375 E. Court Avenue, Room 69, Des Moines, IA 50319-0069; or by email to customer@iub.iowa.gov.

Non-Discrimination Statement:  
This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer. If you wish to file a Civil Rights program complaint of discrimination, complete 
the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, found online at http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html, or at any USDA 
office, or call (866) 632-9992 to request the form. You may also write a letter containing all of the information requested in the form. Send 
your completed complaint form or letter to us by mail at U.S. Department of Agriculture, Director, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence 
Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, by fax (202) 690-7442 or email at program.intake@usda.gov.
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Security lights available 
from Butler County 
REC
Upon request, our crews can replace a 
member’s high pressure sodium (HPS) 

or mercury vapor bulb with a new light 
emitting diode (LED) security light. 

Members of Butler County REC can 
enjoy security lighting that is energy efficient and long lasting. 
We offer two choices:

1.  LED Security Lights
The LED light is a 40-watt Evluma AreaMax LED area 

light, equipped with light-sensory equipment for efficient dusk-
till-dawn service. It’s features include:
•	 Software that can communicate with the light via Bluetooth 

or Windows 7 to remotely operate the fixture.
•	 Life expectancy: 20 years
•	 Light color:  bright white
•	 Average monthly cost to operate: $1.67 (10 hours/day based 

on Butler County REC rates)
•	 Purchase and installation cost: $275 + $19.75 (tax) = 

$294.25 - $30 (rebate applied to electric bill) = $264.25 
total cost*

2.  High Pressure Sodium Security Lights
The co-op continues to sell and install high pressure sodium 

(HPS) security lights. This 100-watt bulb has the following 
features:
•	 Life expectancy: 10 years
•	 Light color: orange to a tint of yellow
•	 Average monthly cost to operate: $4.18 (10 hours/day based 

on Butler County REC rates)
•	 Purchase and installation cost: $90 + $6.30 (tax) = $96.30 

total cost*  
*If installed on a pole already wired for service. If the instal-

lation requires installing a new pole, the charges will be passed 
on to the member.

For additional information contact our office at 319-267-
2726 or email butler@butlerrec.coop.

Mercury Vapor Security Lights
We no longer offer mercury vapor security lights, but can 

provide maintenance on existing lights for our members. The 
175-watt mercury vapor lights cost more than $7 per month to 
operate.

How much have you saved?

Use your Co-
Op Connections Card to 

save on prescription drugs and refills at 
participating retailers. Since receiving the card in 
May 2014, 53 members have saved $1,783 (28% 
average savings) on prescriptions with the Co-op 
Connections Card. 
To locate participating pharmacies in your area, go to www.healthysavings.
coop or call 800-800-7616. Pharmacy discounts are not insurance and are 
not intended as a substitute for insurance. The discount is only available at 
participating pharmacies.

Rebates for ENERGY EFFICIENCY
Energy efficiency isn’t a new concept for electric co-

ops. Nationally, we’re known as leaders in helping our 
members better manage their electric use.

Butler County REC is no exception. Our rebates 
and incentives promote energy efficiency in members’ 
homes and businesses. To get started, call Mike 
Boomgarden, energy advisor, at 319-239-8348 (cell) or 
visit us at www.butlerrec.coop. 

Here are just a few of our rebates and incentives:
•	 Air-source heat pumps. 14.5 SEER 

or higher efficiency rating; rebates up 
to $600 per unit, plus $50 per ton. 

•	 Geothermal heat pumps. Must be 
ENERGY STAR rated or minimum 
of EER 14 and COP 3.3;  rebate of $300 per ton; 
plus $50 per unit bonus if installed with a desuper-
heater. 

•	 Wiring bonus. Rebate of $200 for 10kW and 
higher. Bonus paid for one system only. 

•	 All-electric heat rate. All heat pumps qualify for 
discounted electric heat rate. Rate is applied during 
the heating months of October-April; heat pumps 
must be separately metered. 

•	 Free home energy audit. We provide free 
assistance analyzing your home’s energy needs, 
including making recommendations for energy-
efficiency improvements.


