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The eight solar PV panels installed at Wapsie Valley High 
School were manufactured by Solar World, an American-based 
company. Each micro-invertor panel is rated to produce a 
maximum of 280 watts of direct current (DC). The panels are 
connected to a computer at the school to allow staff and students 
to monitor the energy produced.

At the recognition ceremony August 29 were (from left) John Steil, 
Midwestern Energy Solutions; Mike Boomgarden, Butler County 
REC; Chad Garber, Wapsie Valley School District; Carole Yates, UNI 
CEEE; David Osterberg, Iowa Policy Project; and Mark Petri, Iowa 
Energy Center.
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Congratulations Wapsie Valley for your              
energy-saving efforts

Thanks to the 
energy-saving efforts of 
citizens in Fairbank and 
Readlyn, Wapsie Valley 
High School now has a 
2-kilowatt (kW) solar 
power system. The solar 

array was the prize for both communities working together to 
win the “Get Energized, Iowa!” competition. 

Fairbank and Readlyn, teaming up as Wapsie Valley, 
competed with Dike and Hudson throughout 2012 to reduce 
residential energy use. In 2013, the Wapsie Valley team was 
announced the winner of a solar array. Fairbank and Readlyn 

leaders decided the best place to 
install the panels was at Wapsie 
Valley High School.  

For participating in the 
competition, 11 trees were planted 
at the school in Hudson and solar 
lights for three new entry signs 
were installed in Dike.

 The solar installation at 

Wapsie Valley High School was completed this summer. On 
August 29, Wapsie Valley Superintendent Chad Garber and 
“Get Energized, Iowa!” organizers recognized participants and 
supporters at the halftime of a home football game at the high 
school. 

According to Garber, the solar array will serve as a real-
time laboratory for students and staff. The school plans to 
use the solar system as a hands-on learning tool to learn more 
about the science of energy. 

Principal organizers of the project included the University 
of Northern Iowa Center for Energy and Environmental 
Education (CEEE), the Iowa Policy Project, Butler County 
REC, the Iowa Association of Municipal Utilities, Green Iowa 
AmeriCorps, as well as the municipal utilities and community 
groups in each town. John Steil of Midwestern Energy 
Solutions installed the array. 

Butler County REC was part of this competition from 
the beginning. We were happy to put our staff time and 
support behind this solar PV system. We hope the panels will 
be valuable for educating students about how this type of 
renewable energy is generated.



YOUR RURAL ELECTRIC CO-OP has always 
extended a helping hand to those needing it. In response 
to actions by the Iowa General Assembly, your REC 
has established RECare, a program of members helping 
members. 

RECare will provide funds to be distributed by 
local community action agencies to help pay winter 
heating bills and to assist in weatherization of homes 
of low-income consumers. You may make a one-time 
contribution or a monthly pledge that will 
be automatically added onto your monthly 
electric bill. Even a dollar a month pledge 
will help others.

RECare Authorization Form
•	 I will contribute $_______ per month. I understand this amount 

will be automatically added to my monthly electric bill.

•	 I will make a one-time contribution of $_________ to RECare. 
My check is enclosed.

Name _______________________________________________

Address _____________________________________________

City_________________________State____Zip_____________

Account Number_______________________________

Return to your local Touchstone Energy® Cooperative

RECare MEMBERS HELPING MEMBERS

Grain Bin REQUIREMENTS
When you start to plan for a new grain bin, please 

contact your electric cooperative. We will provide assistance 
in planning for a safe environment for everyone working and 
living around grain bins. The State of Iowa requires specific 
clearances for electric lines around grain bins, with different 
standards for those filled by portable and permanent augers, 
conveyors and elevators.

The drawings show the specific clearances required for 
both scenarios. If you have any questions concerning the 
drawings, please 
contact your 
cooperative 
listed here.

According 
to the Iowa 
Electric Safety 
Code found in Iowa Administrative Code Chapter 199 
-- 25.2(3) b. An electric utility may refuse to provide electric 
service to any grain bin built near an existing electric line which 
does not provide the clearances required by the American Na-
tional Standards Institute (ANSI)C2-2012 “National Electrical 
Safety Code,” Rule 234F. This paragraph “b” shall apply only 
to grain bins loaded by portable augers, conveyors or elevators 
and built after September 9, 1992, or to grain bins loaded by 
permanently installed augers, conveyors, or elevator systems 
installed after December 24, 1997. (As adopted by the Iowa 
Utilities Board) 

Disclaimer: These drawings are provided as part of Iowa 
electric cooperatives’ annual public information campaign and are 
based on the 2012 Edition of the NESC as corrected. To view the 
actual drawings refer to 2012 Edition National Electrical Safety 
Code and the Errata to 2012 Edition National Electrical Safety 
Code Correction Sheet issued April 29, 2013. Every care has 
been taken for the correctness of the contents of these drawings.
However, the Iowa Association of Electric Cooperatives and its 
member cooperatives accept no liability whatsoever for omissions 
or errors, technical inaccuracies, typographical mistakes or for 
damages of any kind arising from the use of the contents of these 
drawings, whether textual or graphical.

butler County reC………………319-267-2726
Corn belt power…………………515-332-2571
Franklin reC……………………...641-456-2557
Grundy County reC…………….319-824-5251
prairie energy Cooperative…...515-532-2805



Non-Discrimination Statement:  
This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer. If you wish to file a Civil Rights program complaint of discrimination, complete the 
USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, found online at http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html, or at any USDA office, or 
call (866) 632-9992 to request the form. You may also write a letter containing all of the information requested in the form. Send your completed 
complaint form or letter to us by mail at U.S. Department of Agriculture, Director, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., 
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, by fax (202) 690-7442 or email at program.intake@usda.gov.

Electric cooperatives host meeting with CoNgRESSMaN KINg
Congressman Steve King met with representatives of 

Iowa’s electric cooperatives August 14 at Corn Belt Power 
Cooperative, Humboldt. King viewed a presentation about 
the cooperatives’ involvement in economic development 
and heard about the importance of receiving funding from 
the USDA’s Rural Economic Development Loan and Grant 
program for growing businesses and job opportunities in 
northern Iowa.

“Our mission is to improve the quality of life for our 
members and communities. We do that in part by providing 
reliable, affordable electricity,” said Jim Vermeer, vice presi-
dent, business development, Corn Belt Power. “We also ac-
complish that by assisting new businesses to locate here and 
helping existing businesses to grow their operations. That 

increases the number of job opportunities and also grows tax 
revenue for our communities.”

Congressman King acknowledged the importance of the 
cooperatives’ economic development efforts. He said, “The 
total project investment of more than $45 billion caught my 
attention.”

Corn Belt Power, headquartered at Humboldt, is a 
generation and transmission electric cooperative. Corn 
Belt Power provides power to nine electric cooperatives, 
including your local electric cooperative, and one municipal 
cooperative. Together they serve farms, rural residences, small 
towns, and commercial/industrial members in 41 northern 
Iowa counties.  

Congressman Steve King meets with representatives of electric cooperatives at Corn Belt Power in Humboldt. Economic development 
efforts highlighted the discussion.

Keep that appliance out of the landfill, RECEIvE $25
Your Touchstone Energy Cooperative is now working with the Conservation Services 

Group (CSG) in the Pull the Plug recycling and rebate program. Pull the Plug is designed to 
remove old inefficient (but still working) freezers, refrigerators, and window air conditioners 
from our electric lines. 

How does Pull the Plug work?
•	 Your REC arranges pick up of your qualifying appliance for free.
•	 You receive a $25 incentive check per recycled appliance. (Maximum of 

three appliances per year)

What happens to the appliances?
CSG, based in Marion, Iowa, demanufactures old appliances and safely recycles and 

disposes of hazardous components in accordance with local, state, and federal regulations. 

How can you participate?
Call your Touchstone Energy Cooperative or sign up online. Go to your cooperative’s 

website and look for the Pull the Plug logo. Your co-op will review your request and send it on 
to CSG, who will contact you to schedule pickup. CSG will pick up and recycle your old appliance 
and you will receive a $25 recycling incentive.
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Follow us on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/bcrec

Eligible students must be high school juniors whose parents 
are Butler County REC members or residents of Aplington, 
Fairbank, Fredericksburg, or Readlyn.  We’ll select one lucky 
student to participate in this all-expense paid trip.

Contact Butler County REC or visit 
www.butlerrec.coop for more information

TEAM MILLER 
RAISES $2,500 FOR 
FIGHT AGAINST 
CANCER

For Mike Miller, Butler 
County REC’s mechanic 
and warehouseman, 
participating in the Butler 
County Relay for Life is 
more than a community 
event that unites people. 
It’s his way of giving back. Miller, a six-year cancer 
survivor, is the force behind Team Miller that 
participated in its third Relay for Life event July 11 
at the Butler County fairgrounds in Allison.

“It’s a lot of work, but I feel like I need to pay it 
back,” said Miller. “The relay is the best way for me 
to do that.”

Miller, his wife Jodi and their four children, 
along with family and friends in the Allison and 
Parkersburg areas, are part of the 40-plus members 
of Team Miller (pictured above). During the event 
the team sells root beer floats and takes turns walking 
around the race track. 

Sponsors include Butler County REC, American 
Power Washing, J & C Grocery, Stirling Lawn Care 
and Seamless Gutters, NAPA in Parkersburg, T & L 
Pizza in Parkersburg, and Reilly Construction. 

“All our sponsors are very generous,” said Miller. 
“Between the donations and root beer float sales, we 
raised just over $2,500 for the fight against cancer.”

Mike Miller with 
his son Clayton serving 
floats at the Relay for Life.

Wins generator at Farm Progress Show
Butler County REC joined with 
other electric cooperatives 
in Iowa to host the Electric 
Cooperatives of Iowa exhibit at 
the 2014 Farm Progress Show 
near Boone Aug. 26-28. Exhibit 
attendees could register for prize 
drawings. Butler County REC 
member	Jo	Dietz		of	Plainfield	
won the grand prize of a 8,500-
watt generator. 

We hope to see more co-op 
members at the next Farm Progress Show when it returns to Iowa 
in 2016.

Rodney Dietz with the generator 
his wife Jo won. 


