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Allison Little wins Youth Tour
Allison Little, a junior at Tripoli High 

School has been selected to represent 
Butler County Rural Electric Cooperative 
at the 2015 Rural Electric Youth Tour to 
Washington, D.C., June 12-18. Little is the 
daughter of Butler County REC members 
Robert and Deborah Little of Tripoli. 

Part of the application process is to submit a 250-
word essay on why being an electric cooperative member 
is important to the student and the student’s family.  Little wrote, “One of the main 
things that Butler County REC has done for my family is given us reliable service. 
A main goal of the REC is to provide reliable electricity and quickly restore power 
after a storm, fire or flood. In the 20 years that my family has lived in the Butler 
County REC area, there have only been three or four times that we’ve been without 
power. Amazingly, those few times without power usually lasted for less than two 
hours!”

While on the Youth Tour, Little will join students from 20 additional electric 
cooperatives in Iowa and more than 1,000 students from across America to explore 
our nation’s capital. Along with meeting their congressional leaders, the students will 
tour historic sites, explore the Smithsonian museums and cruise the Potomac. The 
fast-paced, informative week leaves students with a better understanding of the role 
electric cooperatives play in our country. 

Little and additional youth tour applicants, David Rieckenberg from Waverly-
Shell Rock High School and Katie Tupper from New Hampton High School, were 
also selected to receive $500 scholarships upon entry into an accredited college. 
Rieckenberg is the son of John and Stephanie Rieckenberg of Waverly and Tupper is 
the daughter of Larry and Joanne Tupper of Ionia. 

Who owns your 
security light? 
Sometimes when we replace 
a security light for a co-op 
member, we are asked why 
the line crews left the old light 
behind. The answer is that the 
security light belongs to you, the 
member. It is your property.

When you purchase a security 
light from Butler County REC, 
you are buying the entire 
lamp fixture and the bulb. 
The purchase price includes 
installation and a warranty 
from us that offers a free bulb 
replacement if it should go bad 
under normal conditions. 

You can recycle old mercury 
vapor or high pressure sodium 
lights in a safe and environmen-
tally friendly manner at your 
county or regional hazardous 
waste collection center.

Life support
For members who depend on 
electricity to power life support 
equipment, an outage can be a 
severe hardship.

If you – or a friend, neighbor or 
relative – depend on electrically 
powered life-support equipment, 
please let us know. We will 
work with you to make sure the 
necessary forms are on file so 
you will be given priority when 
we restore power after a storm.

LED security lights available from 
Butler County REC provide energy-
efficient dusk-to-dawn lighting. 

Congratulations 
scholarship WINNERS

Two recent high school graduates who were the 
finalists for the 2014 Youth Tour to Washington, 
D.C. have qualified for $500 scholarships from 
Butler County REC. These students are:
• Kelly Friedman, 2015 graduate of Rudd-

Rockford-Marble Rock High School. Friedman 
plans to attend North Iowa Area Community 
College in Mason City. She is the daughter of 
Kevin and Deborah Friedman of Marble Rock.

• Jonathon Mohwinkle, 2015 graduate 
of Aplington-Parkersburg High School. 
Mohwinkle plans to attend Wartburg College 
in Waverly. He is the son of Jeff and Kerri 
Mohwinkle of Aplington.
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Is solar right for you?
If you are thinking about installing a solar photovoltaic system at your 

home or business, it’s important to find out as much as you can before 
making a decision. Knowing ahead of time what you are purchasing will 
help ensure your purchase aligns with your energy needs. 

We recommend that you purchase a solar system from a credible, 
reputable source with skilled professionals who are knowledgeable about 
distributed generation. These professionals can help you understand the 
economics of a distributed generation system and what type and size 
of renewable energy technology would be best for your property. These 
professionals should also provide information about financing, incentives, 
insurance and other requirements. 

The Iowa Utilities Board – a regulatory entity for utilities in Iowa – 
recently developed a Consumer Informational Guide for On-Site Genera-
tion, which outlines additional questions that will aid in your decision-
making process. This information is online at https://iub.iowa.gov/on-site-
generation.

With the help of the Iowa Association for Electric Cooperatives we 
have developed a series of checklists, considerations and questions for our 
members to ask potential solar vendors. These articles are posted on the 
IAEC public site at: http://www.iowarec.org/energy/.

Make an informed decision 
Contact your electric cooperative before 
you purchase or install any type of solar or 
distributed generation system. Some of the 
questions you should ask us are: 

• Does the cooperative have a written 
policy for interconnecting solar panels to 
the grid? 

• How much will it cost to connect my 
solar panels to the grid?

• If my solar panels generate electricity 
that I do not use, what is the policy for 
paying me for these excess kilowatt-
hours?

• What rate code will I be on after I install 
solar panels? 

• Will I be able to use my solar panels as 
backup generation during an ice storm 
or other outage situation?

• Do I need to have my solar panels 
inspected by a qualified local inspector 
or the State of Iowa?

• What other services can the cooperative 
provide to help me lower my energy use?

This solar system generates electricity while 
shading the family’s outdoor activities. Source: 
AstroPower

Non-Discrimination Statement:  
This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer. If 
you wish to file a Civil Rights program complaint of discrimination, 
complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, found 
online at http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html, or at 
any USDA office, or call (866) 632-9992 to request the form. You 
may also write a letter containing all of the information requested in 
the form. Send your completed complaint form or letter to us by mail 
at U.S. Department of Agriculture, Director, Office of Adjudication, 
1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, 
by fax (202) 690-7442 or email at program.intake@usda.gov.”

Don’t start that 
project until 

you’ve located all 
underground utilities. 

Call Iowa One Call 
at 811 at least 48 

hours before work is 
scheduled to begin. 



Keeping you safe during and 
after summer storms

No one knows electrical safety better than the experts who 
practice it every single day. We encourage you to practice safety 
with these reminders – for during and after a summer storm:
• Avoid wires and water. When lightning strikes a home 

during a storm, the electrical charge can surge through 
pipes and utility wires. That means you can get zapped 
if you’re touching water or any device that’s plugged in, 
whether it’s a landline phone or toaster. 

• Skip the makeshift shelter. During a storm, it’s 
tempting to take cover under a picnic gazebo or golf 
cart, but in open-sided structures with no conductors 
to channel strikes, a bolt’s path of least resistance to the 
ground could be you. On top of that, these structures 
raise your risk of a lightning strike because of their 
height. Keep moving toward suitable shelter.

• Portable generators. Do not connect generators 
directly to household wiring. Power from generators 
can back-feed along power lines and electrocute anyone 
coming in contact with them, including co-op line 
workers making repairs. It’s best to hire a qualified, 
licensed electrician to install your generator and ensure 
that it meets local electrical codes.

• Flooded areas. Stay away from downed power lines 
and avoid walking through flooded areas. Power lines 
could be submerged and still live with electricity. Re-
port any downed lines you see by calling your electric 
utility or 911 immediately.

• Electrical equipment. Never use electrical equipment 
that is wet – especially outdoor electrical equipment. 
Water can damage electrical equipment and parts, 
posing a shock or fire hazard.

Energy efficiency is 
within our power

As members of an 
electric cooperative we’ve 
all got a job to do. When 
we work together, using 
energy wisely and sav-
ing money go hand in 
hand. With your electric 
cooperative’s helpful 
energy efficient tools and 
resources, doing both is 
easier than you think.  

Start by visiting 
www.TogetherWeSave.
com and take a room-
by-room walkthrough 
with the Touchstone 
Energy Virtual Home 
Tour. You’ll learn how 
simple responsible 
energy use practices can add up to big savings. You can 
also download the ‘Save Energy, Save Money’ App on 
your phone to receive a “tip of the day” reminder of ways 
to save energy and money around your home. Additional 
resources can help you discover how much energy your 
appliances use and best practices in energy efficiency to 
help you save energy and money around the home.

When it comes to using energy wisely, no job is too 
small. When every member works together, it’s a job that 
comes with countless benefits.    

Plug in to the power of your Touchstone Energy 
Cooperative membership at www.TogetherWeSave.com.
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Co-op 
Connections® 
brings you great deals!
Go to www.butlerrec.coop and click on the Co-op 
Connections Card link to discover national and local 
discounts. 
Don’t forget to use your card to get discounts at 
participating pharmacies on prescriptions that are not 
covered by insurance. Pharmacy discounts are NOT 
insurance, and are NOT intended as a substitute for 
insurance.  Learn more at www.healthysavings.coop.

Recognized for service
Butler County REC is pleased to recognize the following directors 
and employees for reaching milestone years of service. Directors 
are Duane Rieckenberg, president, (35 years); and Leland Boyd, 
treasurer, (25 years). Employees are Jane Bradley, executive 
assistant, (30 years); Mike Boomgarden, energy advisor, (25 
years); Robin Wagner, public relations specialist, (20 years); 
Ben Bowman, crew chief, (10 years); and Gary Doehrmann, 
accountant, (5 years).

From left: Ben Bowman, crew chief, received a 10-year service 
award from Duane Rieckenberg, board president.

Energy Wise Renewables program supports renewable energy
Butler County REC’s Energy Wise Renewables program was established in 2006 to give co-op members the opportunity 

to support member-owned renewable energy projects in its service territory. Initially, the program supported only wind gen-
eration. Today the program includes solar and any type of distributed generation that provides an alternative or enhancement 
to the traditional electric power system. All contributions go to support small-scale 
distributed generation in our service territory. 

Butler County REC does not charge anything for the administration of this 
program.

To participate in this voluntary program, complete the information below and 
return to Butler County REC. If you already participate in the program, there is 
nothing you need to do now. Your participation is greatly appreciated. 

I wish to support (the amount you select will be automatically added to your monthly power bill):

 100 kilowatt-hours ($1.50 per month)  200 kilowatt-hours ($3.00 per month)

 300 kilowatt-hours ($4.50 per month)  400 kilowatt-hours ($6.00 per month)

 Other per month_________.  Maximum contribution is 3,000 kilowatt-hours ($45.00 per month)

 One-time contribution. I wish to support Energy Wise Renewables with a one-time contribution. My check for  
 _________ is enclosed.

Name ______________________________________________   Account Number __________________________

Signature ___________________________________________ Date ____________________________________

Energy Wise Renewables Participation Form

Renewable
Energy solarwind


