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Conlon retires 
from Butler 
County REC

Throughout Joe Conlon’s 
43 years as an employee 
at Butler County REC, 
building good relationships 
and focusing on safety were 
important to his success.

In 1972, after 
graduating from the power 
line program at Northwest Iowa Community in Sheldon, Iowa, he began his career 
as an apprentice lineman. Over the years he witnessed the effects of electrical 
contacts, first-aid accidents, tornados, and winter storms. “No two incidents were 
the same, but it was always important to keep a positive attitude and stay focused on 
safety,” he said. 

Conlon worked up through the ranks to become a crew chief and in 1999 
was promoted to operations manager. In his new role, Conlon drew on his years 
of experience to continue building a culture that focused on safety and teamwork. 
“Today we have a super group of people here,” he said. “Everyone is more prepared 
to work safely and help each other out.”

“Joe was outstanding in his commitment to creating a culture of safety for 
our line crews and our staff,” said Craig Codner, CEO. “He ended his career by 
emphasizing to all employees something that was very important to him – safety.”

When asked to name the most rewarding part of his career at Butler County 
REC, Conlon said, “I can’t single one thing out, but overall the best thing was when 
there was camaraderie between the directors, employees, and members. When you 
have that, you have good relationships.” 

In his retirement, Conlon plans to stay in Allison, where he lives with his 
wife Joann, and continue with his hobbies, enjoying life, and helping out in the 
community when needed.

From left, Joe Conlon accepted a plaque recognizing his 
commitment to safety from Craig Codner, CEO.

LED bulbs use about 75%–80% less 
energy than traditional bulbs.

Switching to LED lights is 
a bright idea. Prices are coming 
down, they are extremely energy 
efficient, and they’ll last a genera-
tion.

To help you make more 
energy-efficient lighting choices, 
we offer a variety of rebates when 
you install LEDs in your home or 
business.

RESIDENTIAL LEDs
• $2 per bulb 
• $6 per fixture 

SECURITY LEDs
• $10 per fixture - (10 to 39 

watt bulbs)
• $30 per fixture - (40+ watt 

bulbs) 

AG AND COMMERCIAL LEDs
Additional rebates are 

available for agriculture and 
commercial uses. 

For details, contact our 
Energy Efficiency Department 
at 319-267-2726. We’re here 
to help you save and figure out 
how to convert from CFLs or 
incandescents to LEDs.

Co-op Connections 
offers great deals 
Newy’s Wireless Communications in 
Denver is offering this Co-op Connec-

tions Card special:

• Buy one phone accessory; get second accessory 
25% off. Once you purchase five phones at 
Newy’s, you’ll get a $20 accessory credit.

Newy’s is located at 1022 Skyler Street in Denver (inside 
Brothers Market). They offer U.S. Cellular service and a 
large variety of phones, tablets, home phones, accesso-
ries, lap tops, and more. 
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Non-Discrimination Statement: This institution is an equal opportunity 
provider and employer. If you wish to file a Civil Rights program complaint of 

discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, found 
online at http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html, or at any USDA 
office, or call (866) 632-9992 to request the form. You may also write a letter 
containing all of the information requested in the form. Send your completed 

complaint form or letter to us by mail at U.S. Department of Agriculture, Director, 
Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-

9410, by fax (202) 690-7442 or email at program.intake@usda.gov.”

REBATES for APPLIANCES
Ask your electric cooperative about rebates available for: 

ENERGY STAR appliances
 • Clothes washers - $50 • Dishwashers - $25
 • Freezers - $25 • Refrigerators - $25

Heating and Cooling
Rebates and incentives for central air conditioning, heat pumps, add-on heat pumps, 
ductless mini-split heat pumps, and more. Contact your REC for details.

It is the middle of the summer, temperatures are rising 
and so are your electric bills. It might be time to make a big 
investment, an investment in energy efficiency. 

Making your home more energy efficient is still one of the 
safest investments you can make. Try employing energy saving 
measures to collect major returns on your investments:
• Install a programmable thermostat 
• Install a hot water heater “blanket”
• Change your shower heads 
• Upgrade your home’s cooling system
• Switch to ENERGY STAR® appliances like your clothes 

washer or refrigerator
Investing in just one of these measures can yield a signifi-

cant return on your investment. 
For example, installing a new, energy efficient clothes 

washer can yield around a 24 percent return on 
investment. Do your research, and make sure you 
are purchasing the right size appliances. A small, 
energy-efficient washer will save you money, but 
if you have a larger family, having to do multiple 
loads could negate your energy savings.

Six percent of American energy consumption 
goes toward space cooling and it costs $11 billion 
per year for homeowners to power their air condi-
tioners. You can reduce your energy use by 20 to 
50 percent when you upgrade to energy-efficient 
home cooling unit.

Invest in efficiency and watch your savings grow
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Electric cooperatives are different
Over the course of 75 years, it’s easy for us to forget 

why our electric cooperative was originally formed. If we 
could travel back in time to the 1930s, we’d see rural people 
frustrated because the investor-owned utilities refused to 
provide them with electricity. These rural citizens worked 
hard every day of the year without the basic luxuries 
electricity provided to most city and town dwellers. 

Refusing to give up, farmers formed not-for-profit 
electric cooperatives all across the American landscape. With 
low-interest loans from our federal government, cooperatives 
were able to finance a local network of electric distribution 
lines that continues to grow today. 

Unlike investor-owned utilities, the electric cooperative 
that serves you today exist solely to serve its member-owners. 
Your electric cooperative follows the direction of democrati-
cally elected directors who are also member-owners of the 
cooperative. 

Since electric cooperatives primarily distribute power to 
less-populated areas in the country, fixed costs (poles, wires, 
substations, transformers, etc.) must be recovered among 
fewer consumers per mile. Because of higher population 
densities, investor-owned utilities and municipalities receive 
more revenue per mile of line compared to electric coopera-
tives (see chart). This difference in population density means 
cooperative rates and cost recovery are structured differently 
from other utilities. 

We’re proud of our rural heritage and the founding 
principles of our incorporating members. Those principles 
continue to guide us as we make long-term decisions to en-
sure reliable, safe, affordable energy for our member-owners. 
If you have questions about our policies or our cooperative 
structure, please don’t hesitate to contact us. 

ELECTRIC CO-OPS ARE

ABOUT AMERICA’S ELECTRIC COOPERATIVES
The nation’s member-owned, not-for-profit electric co-ops comprise a unique sector of the electric utility industry – and face a unique set of 
challenges.  

Distribution cooperatives form the foundation of the rural electric network delivering electricity to 42 million co-op consumer-members. Genera-
tion & transmission cooperatives (G&Ts) provide wholesale power to distribution co-ops through their own generation or by purchasing power 
on behalf of the distribution members.

Whether it’s a co-op serving a remote fishing village above the Arctic Circle or a co-op serving a marine research lab in the Florida Keys, electric 
co-ops share a single purpose: providing safe, reliable and affordable electric service to their consumer-members.
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CO-OPS ARE GUIDED BY 7 PRINCIPLES

Because of higher population densities (more 
consumers served per mile of line), municipal electric 
systems and investor-owned utilities receive more 
revenue per mile of line than electric cooperatives.

Iowa consumers served/revenue per mile of line:

Municipal 
Electric Systems:

54 / $129,000

Investor-owned 
Utilities:  

27 / $72,600

Not-for-pro�t 
Electric  Co-ops:

3.6 / $10,700

Source: Iowa Association of Electric Cooperatives

Revenue in Review
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Graduates with honors
Congratulations to Lori Roose, ac-

counting clerk at Butler County REC, 
on completion of a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Business Administration. In 
May, she graduated Magna Cum Laude 
from Upper Iowa University with a 
curriculum emphasis on accounting, 
management, and marketing.

Roose began working at Butler 
County REC in 1996 with a two-year 
degree in accounting from Iowa Lakes 
Community College. Six years later, 
after the birth of her daughter, Rachel, 
Roose went from working 40 hours a 
week to 30. 

In 2006, she decided to resume 
her studies and began taking classes at 
Upper Iowa University. Roose attended 

night classes at the university’s Waterloo 
Center and utilized a self-paced degree 
program. 

“Having flexible work hours at the 
co-op has been very important,” said 
Roose. “It has allowed me to support 
my daughter’s activities, volunteer 
in my community, and complete a 
college degree.” Roose has earned yearly 
recognition from Butler County REC 
for demonstrating one of the co-op’s 
values, commitment to community. She 
usually gives from 250 to 300 volunteer 
hours each year. 

Roose lives in Waverly with her 
husband, Mitch. Their daughter, Ra-
chel, is in the eighth grade at Waverly-
Shell Rock Middle School.

Lori Roose received her diploma at a 
graduation ceremony held in Fayette at 
the Upper Iowa University campus.

Supporting local activities that teach youth about electricity and how it impacts their 
lives is just one way Butler County REC is showing its commitment to community. This 
spring, when Sara Heitz, Team Sigma science teacher at Waverly-Shell Rock Middle 
School, contacted the REC for information, Matt Mahoney, energy services manager, 
responded. 

Mahoney put together a presentation about the variety of ways electricity is generated 
and how it impacts the environment. Students then chose a form of energy to further 
research and created one-page informational flyers. The flyers can be seen online at 
www.butlerrec.coop. 

Our Touchstone Energy Values
Integrity  l  Accountability  l  Innovation  l  Commitment to Community

Pictured above is Matt Mahoney, energy services manager, sharing his knowledge of 
how electricity is generated with students at the Waverly-Shell Rock Middle School.

Scholarship 
recipients send 
thanks 

“I would like to thank you for the 
$500 scholarship. This scholarship 
will be used to further my education 
at NIACC in the fall of 2015. I plan 
on majoring in administrative office 
specialist. I truly appreciate this! 
Thanks Again,” 

Kelly Friedman
2014 Youth Tour Finalist Scholarship

2015 Graduate of Rudd-Rockford-
Marble Rock High School

“Thank you for selecting me 
to receive the Basin Electric Power 
Cooperative scholarship. I appreciate 
the recognition and the money which 
will be put towards furthering my 
education at Iowa State University 
Thanks again,”

Joshua Forest
2015 Basin Electric Power Scholarship

2015 Graduate of Waverly-Shell 
Rock High School

Showing our 
commitment to 
community


