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Taking pride in and 
ownership of Butler 

County REC involves 
having the trust and 
loyalty of our members. 
It’s why we work hard 
every day to deliver safe, 
reliable, affordable, and 
environmentally respon-
sible energy to everyone 
we serve. We know there 
is nothing better than 
belonging to an organi-
zation that provides its 
members with services 
and resources that can 
help improve their lives. 

In 2013, we con-
tinued our efforts to 
support our members 
and the communities we 
serve. 

The completion of 
our six-year rebuilding 

projects funded by the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency (FEMA) resulted in a greatly 

improved distribution system. With FEMA’s assistance, 
nearly 500 of our 1,812 miles of energized lines were rebuilt. 
In 2013, we remained on target upgrading our automated 
metering. We are also in the early stages of implementing 
Corn Belt Power Cooperative’s Watts Smart® load manage-
ment program. As soon as all substations and meters are 
ready, we will officially roll out the Watts Smart program. The 
long-term value of the program will be measured in reduced 
demand charges. 

Today, when it comes to energy efficiency, there are more 
choices than ever before. From heating and cooling your 
home to selecting a new light bulb, every choice is impor-
tant. In 2013, we offered valuable incentives and rebates for 
energy-efficient improvements in homes and businesses we 
serve. 

Last year we tested a new LED outdoor security light, 
which we are now offering members. We are looking forward 
to helping members interested in switching to this new light.

We are continuing to help members interested in install-
ing renewable energy. Currently 25 units are interconnected 
with our distribution system. Interconnection agreements 

and safety guidelines are in place to serve our members and 
maintain a safe working culture for our line crews and our 
members.

In late 2013, we began work to introduce Touchstone 
Energy’s Co-op Connections Card program in 2014. This 
highly successful program provides local and national retail 
discounts; prescription discounts; and savings on dental, 
vision, hearing, and chiropractor visits. In May 2014, every 
household we serve will receive the Co-op Connections card. 
Watch for updates in our monthly newsletter and on our 
website at www.butlerrec.coop.

Throughout every year, we meet with legislators to build 
relationships with them. This year we voiced our concerns 
about rules to further limit carbon dioxide emissions of 
new coal-based power plants. These new stringent rules will 
increase the cost of producing electricity. We support a bal-
anced solution of fuels that includes renewables, natural gas, 
nuclear, and coal to generate electricity and support using de-
mand response and energy efficiency to use that energy wisely 
and keep costs affordable. Members can join in these efforts 
online at www.action.coop.

A successful cooperative must find the balance between 
serving its members needs and maintaining financial stability. 
In June 2013, after a careful review of a cost of service study 
completed by Stanley Consultants of Muscatine, we imple-
mented a 5.97 percent rate increase. The increase was neces-
sary to improve our operating margins and keep us within 
certain financial ratios required by our lenders.

Butler County REC line crews are continually upgrading our distribution lines. 
When you see our crews and equipment along roadsides, slow down and 
proceed with care.

Craig Codner
CEO

Duane
Rieckenberg
President
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Message to Members continued on back page.



Contractor conference 
promotes energy efficiency

Iowa’s Touchstone Energy Cooperatives 
sponsored the annual “Momentum Is Building” 
conference Feb. 13-14 at the Sheraton West Des 
Moines hotel.

Momentum Is Building offers up-to-date 
building science information, practical hands-on information, and new 
technology displays for building trades professionals – including homebuilders, 
electricians, and heating-plumbing contractors. Rural electric cooperative 
personnel from across the state also attended.

Nationally recognized speakers shared their knowledge on topics including 
energy-efficiency building techniques, motors and air conditioning calculations, 
moisture and rain management, high-performance thermal enclosures, best 
practices for building and remodeling homes, and troubleshooting for geothermal systems. A trade show offered attendees 
opportunities to visit with companies and find out about new products. 

Chad Foster, left, from Franklin REC, discusses a heat pump 
system with a vendor at the conference’s trade show.

Mike Boomgarden (left) and Anne Scroggin, (third from left) from Butler County 
REC; and Mike Geerdes (far right) from Grundy County REC, discuss the options 
of a heating system with a vendor.

Don Kammrad, right, from Prairie Energy 
Cooperative views the electrical components in a 
heat pump.

Nondiscrimination Statement:  
In accordance with Federal law and U.S. Department of Agriculture policy, this institution is prohibited from discriminating on the basis of race, color, national 
origin, age, disability, religion, sex, and familial status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C.  20250-9410 or call (800) 
795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).

Household batteries need attention
What’s more frustrating than discovering you don’t have any bat-

teries for your flashlight when the power goes out? It’s learning that 
the batteries you do have aren’t working.

You can extend the life of your household batteries, use them 
more safely, and dispose of them properly by following some advice 
from battery manufacturers:
•	 Batteries should be clean before you put them into a flashlight, 

radio, or other device. 
•	 If you’re not going to use your battery-operated device for a few 

months, remove the batteries. They will last longer if you do.
•	 Remove batteries from your flashlight or other device as soon as 

they stop working.
•	 If your battery-powered appliance also has an electrical cord, 

remove the batteries before you plug it in.
•	 Store batteries in a dry place at normal room temperature. Don’t store them in the refrigerator or freezer; that doesn’t 

make them last longer. Similarly, avoid leaving your batteries or battery-powered gadgets out in the heat. 
•	 Don’t carry batteries around in your purse or pocket, where they can come into contact with metal objects like coins 

and paper clips. That can short-circuit the battery and make it leak.
•	 You can throw alkaline batteries in the trash. Avoid tossing lots of them out in the same bag, though; used batteries 

that aren’t completely “dead” can react badly when they contact other live batteries. 

Be prepared for emergencies and pay attention to the 
condition of your batteries.



When you start to plan for a new grain bin, please contact 
your electric cooperative or Corn Belt Power Cooperative in 
Humboldt. They will provide the assistance you need for a safe 

environment for everyone working and living around grain bins.  
According to the Iowa Electric Safety Code found in Iowa 

Administrative Code Chapter 199 -- 25.2(3) b, An electric utility may 
refuse to provide electric service to any grain bin built near an existing electric 
line which does not provide the clearances required by the American National 
Standards Institute (ANSI)C2-2007 “National Electrical Safety Code,” Rule 
234F. This paragraph “b” shall apply only to grain bins loaded by portable 
augers, conveyors or elevators and built after September 9, 1992, or to grain 
bins loaded by permanently installed augers, conveyors, or elevator systems 
installed after December 
24, 1997. (As adopted by 
the Iowa Utilities Board) 

In addition, your 
electric cooperative 
and Corn Belt Power 
Cooperative are required 
by the Iowa Utilities Board to provide an annual notice to farm lenders, 
grain bin merchants, and city and county zoning officials. This notice will 
be sent in April 2014.

The drawings at the right above show the specific clearances required. If you have any questions concerning the 
drawings, please contact your electric cooperative.

butler County reC………………319-267-2726
Corn belt power…………………515-332-2571
Franklin reC……………………...641-456-2557
Grundy County reC…………….319-824-5251
prairie energy Cooperative…...515-532-2805

Plan for proper GRAIN BIN 
clearances

Your Touchstone Energy Cooperative has always extend-
ed a helping hand to those needing it. In response to 

actions by the Iowa General Assembly, your REC has estab-
lished RECare, a program of members helping members. 

RECare will provide funds to be distributed by local com-
munity action agencies to help pay winter heating bills and to 
assist in weatherization of homes of low-income consumers.
You may make a monthly pledge that will be automatically 
added onto your monthly electric bill or a one-time 
contribution. Even a dollar a month pledge will help others.

reCare Consumer authorization Form
•	 I will contribute $________ per month. I understand this 

amount will be automatically added to my monthly electric 
bill.

•	 I will make a one-time contribution of $________ to RECare. 
My check is enclosed.

Name ______________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________

City _______________________State______ Zip __________

Account Number________________________

Return to your local 
Touchstone Energy® 

Cooperative

helping 
members 
in need



521	North	Main	•	PO	Box	98	•	Allison,	IA	50602
319.267.2726	•	888.267.2726	•	Fax	319.267.2566
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CEO,	Craig	Codner	•	Editor,	Robin	Wagner,	CCC
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Sign up for our e-newsletter at www.butlerrec.coop

Follow us on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/bcrec

rockford FFa 
helps co-op 
members in need

We extend our sincere thanks for 
the Rockford FFA for the chapter’s 
recent contribution to Butler County 
REC’s RECare fund. Students in 
the chapter held their annual “Chili 
Heat” supper in January at a high 
school basketball game and raised 
$373 for RECare. The donation 
will provide financial assistance to 
members who cannot afford the 
winter’s high heating bills.

All donations given to RECare 
go to an emergency assistance fund 
that helps families in our service area 
heat their homes. Funds are dis-
tributed by local community action 
agencies to families who need assis-
tance. Contact Butler County REC 
or your local community action 
agency for more information about 
assistance.

From left, Rockford FFA members Amy 
Fullerton and Anna Schweizer present their 
chapter’s donation to Anne Scroggin of 
Butler County REC.

Several factors contributed to the rate increase: costs incurred 
from rebuilding our system after the 2007 ice storm and 2008 tor-
nado and flooding; increasing costs for equipment and supplies; 
and rising costs for generating electricity that Corn Belt Power 
Cooperative, our power provider, passes on to us. 

As of this year, all of the municipalities we work with have 
signed 20-year wholesale power contracts with us.  Serving these 
municipalities helps to create a more diverse load that benefits our 
members by minimizing fluctuations in our energy sales.

Our economic development efforts to build a stable load will 
continue. We look forward to more expansions at the sixth indus-
trial park we serve, Butler Logistics Park near Shell Rock. 

In 2013, we said farewell to Mike Kampman and Larry Schul-
tz, who retired after many years of dedicated service to Butler 
County REC. Kampman retired in May with 33 years of service 
working as the warehouseman in Allison. Schultz retired in Sep-
tember with 44 years of service. He began his career as a lineman 
and ended it as an energy advisor. We wish them a long and happy 
retirement.

Finally, we are pleased to report that we were able to meet all 
the financial requirements of our lenders, USDA’s Rural Utili-
ties Service (RUS) and the National Rural Utilities Cooperative 
Finance Corporation (CFC).  

Thank you for your support and commitment.M
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Continued from front page.

In	May	2014,	every	co-op	member	will	receive	a	Touchstone	Energy	Co-op	Connec-
tions Card in the mail. It’s is a money-saving tool we’re proud to offer members. 

One	of	the	most	valuable	features	of	the	Co-op	Connections	Card	is	the	pharmacy	
discount.	While	it	is	not	insurance,	the	discount	can	mean	savings	of	10	to	60	per-
cent on prescription drugs. The logo and information on the back of your card will 
be	recognized	at	more	than	60,000	national,	regional,	and	local	pharmacies.

Learn more at www.butlerrec.coop or www.connections.coop


